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PREFACE, 





Tue original Gazetteer of Shahabad was compiled 
by Messrs. D. B, Allen, A, W. Mackie and H, H, Risley, 
and was published in 1877 in Volimo XII of the Statis- 
tical Account of Bengal by Sir W. W. Hunter. Tho 
present yolumo is the first of a now serios of District 
Gazetteers, in which a different rangement has beon 
adopted for tho subject-matter and detailed statistics 
havo been relegated to a statistical Appendix, ‘Thanks 
are duo to the many persons who hayo assisted in the 
preparation of the volume; and I take this opportunity 
to acknowledge my obligations to the Hon’blo Mr, W. A. 
Inglis, Sooretary to the Government of Bengal, Public 
Works Department, and Mx, J. H, Toogood, Superinteniling 
Engineer, Sone Circle, who have been 80 good as to revise 
Chapter VI, and to Messrs, W, A, Mar and G, Mile, 
1.0.8, Collectors of Shahabad, for the assistance they have 
given in checking the various articles, 
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SHAHABAD DISTRIOT, 





,OHAPTER I, 


PHYSIOAL ASPECTS. 


‘Yor district of Shahabod, which forms the south-wostern Guamas, 
portion of the Patna Division, is situated botwoon 24° 317 and DM&RE 
25° 46° north inttado, and otweon 8° 19° mud 84° 51° ast 

Tongitudo, It contains a total area of 4,873 squaro miles; tho 

principal civil station, which is also tho most populous town in 

tho district, is Arruh, situatod in 26° 84” north Intitndo and 84° 

40’ east longitude, ‘Tho distriot is boonded on the north by Bom 

@hAzipar and Ballia in the United Provinoss and by Sivan in davies 

Bongal von the east by tho districts of Patna and Gaya; on the 

south ky Palimau; and on the wost by the districts of Mirzipur 

and Ghazipur in the United Provinoss, On the north tho 

boundary is marked by tho Grangos and on tho oast by the Son, 

the two rivers uniting in the north-oastorn corner of the district. 

‘Tho Karamndsé is tho boundary with tho United Provinces on 

the west, from near its source to its junotion with the Ganges 

nowt Ohaus; while the Son separates it from Palamax on the 


* south, 


‘Tho origin of thetname Shababid is doubtful, but it is said to Osigin of 


. be derived from the fast that, after his victory over the Afghin mau 


rulers of the Provinoo in 1629 A.D,, the Emporor Babar pitched 
his camp in Arrah and there proclaimed his dominion over Bihar. 
Tn commemoration of this event, the place was callod Shahabid, 
or the city of the Hniperor; and this namo was appliod subse. 
quently’ to the sarkér within which the town was included, and 
eventually to the whole district. 
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2 SHAMABAD, 


Shababad is divided physically into three distinct rogions, tho 
first of which consists of an extonsive low-lying alluvial plain, 
‘about 560 square milos in area, forming tho north of tho district 
and lying botivoon the xiver Ganges and tho embankment of 
the main line of tho ast Indian Railway, Tt oxt¥nds to tho 
Donndarios of tho distriot on the cast and west, and has ovidontly 
oon formed by tho rocssion of tho Gangos from its ancient 
course, which old tradition and tho loval contour of tho country 
prove to havo flowed, many contuxies ago, in neatly a stright 
ine from Axrah to Buxar, Tn tho noxthorn portion of this belt of 
country tho low Innds lying along tho Gungos avo subjoot to 
inundation almost ovary year from the overflow of tho river; and. 
{his riparian traot, being fortilized by the rich doposit of silt loft 
dy tho recoding wators, is opo of tho principal whout-growing aroas 
of Bihix. 

‘Tho socond region comprises tho gront body of tho distriot and 
is somo 9,000 square milos in extont, It is also a flat country of 
tortiary and alluvial origin, but its formation is of high antiquity 
whon compared with tho river-aide land doscribod above. Tt is for 
tho most part vory fertile, highly oultivatod and donsoly populated, 
Tia soil is gonorally a vory tonaotous clay intermixed with oonxso 
sand; but on tho enst tho soil is considerably lighter, and in tho 
south towards tho hills mould intermixed with ash is mot with, 
‘This largo tract, nomly tho whole of which is iriguted by an 
olaborato system of canals, oxtonds south of tho railway to tho 
foot of the platoon, 

Tho third region is tho hilly country, called tho Kaimuy 
platoou, which comprisos abont 800 square milos and extonds along 
the southorn boundary of the district in an undulating tablo-land, 
whioh at Robtisgarh attains tho height of 1,490 foot above tho 
soa, Muoh of this tract is covered with rock and jungle and 
is inoafoblo of oultivation; it is unprotected by irrigation, tho 
soil yields poor and precarious orops, und the popalation is*vory 
sparse. ‘The boundaries of the hills, though well defined, are very 
irregular and often indented by tho doop gorges scoured out by 
bill streams. Rising abruptly from the plains, their aides. prosont 
shoor precipioes with masses of débris at their foot ; while their 
summits simulato a tablo-land broken by soores of sanoer-shaped 
valleys, ench a fow miles in diametor, with a rich doposit of 
vegetable mould in the centre, which produces excellent ries orops, 
‘Thoy aro an offshoot of the great Vindhyan ange and have been 
oscribed in the records of the Geologioal Survey as follows :— 

“Tho escarpments are evorywhora lofty and bold, and the high 
Jands west of Robtis havo an clovation varying from 1,000 
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to 1,400 fost. Their surface is uneven, being rocky, and oovered 
with thick forost junglo; amongst the glades food herds of cattle, 
which form the chief woulth of the inhabitants. ‘The drainage, 
which here as olsowhoro is thrown north by the Vindhyan orest, 
tulle by a series of watorfalls.into the long winding gorges, which 
convey it to the alluvial plains of the Ganges, 

“The most prominent, features of the Vindhyan area are the 
numerous esompments, which stamp it with a geographical charac 
tor peculiarly its own, ‘The commonest form, where tho lowor 
portion of the soarp is shale, and the upper sandstone, oxhibits an 
undordliff of about 80° inclination, with a vertioal preoipios above, 
the relative dimensions depending chiefly.on the ratio of shale to 
sandstone. When tho latter is absont, the scarp preserves a 
uniform slope from top to bottom; wpilo the boldest precipioes 
are found where the somp is entirly sandstone, the undoraift 
boing then made up of a ale from above, Along some linos of 
soarp, outlying hills are very frequent, whose olevation is equal 
to, or greator than, that of the main soarp, according as tho stratie 
floation is perfectly horizontal or dips gontly from the spur, On 
such eminencss, cither wholly or semi-detached, have boon cone 
struotod tho hill forts which onco ployed a prominont part in 
Tndian history. 

“Tho gorges, which reosive the rivers after their descent from 
the plateav, should also bo mentioned in o desoription of tho 
physical aspeot of the country. After a clear drop of two to 
six hundred feot, tho water plashos into a deop pool, sesoped out by 
its continual falling, on leaving which it runs through a channel 
obstructed throughout several miles of its oourso with huge masses 
of rook fallen from above, ‘From onch side of the stream rise the 
wnderoliffs of the escarpment, covered with jungle and tangled 
débris, and crowned by vertical preci pioos.”” 

‘Tho plateau was long tho sheltor of aboriginal trilhs, and 
even to this day it has not been thoroughly explored and is but 
little known. To the Afghin followers of Mustafa Khin who 
flod there after their defeat by the forces of Ali Vardi Khan, in 
1744, the hills “soomed “a country infested with myriads of 
snakes and ants,” in Which thoy oxisted “like men buried alive” 
they complained bitterly of their misery and addressed piteous 
appeals to the Maratha Raghuji Bhonsla, promising, if they ware 
« Qelivered from their loathsome habitations, to addict their whole 
ives to bis servios.” Even as Inte as 1848, Sir Josoph Hooker 
observed. that little was known of the natural history of a great 
part of the platen and that a native tribe, prono to human 
sacrifiocs, was talked of, ‘These hills are now, however, miuch leas 
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‘wild then in former times. Many of the larger trees have been 
‘out down, and the shallow fertile valleys havo been clonred and 
cultivated. The hill sides are also much used for pasturnge, and 
in the hot weather largo herds of cattle find food and shelter in 
thoir shady glades when scarcely p blade of grass is to bo 
soon in the soorched plains at their foot. Tho cattle are driven up 
‘by soveral glats or asoonts, some of which aro also practicable for 
boasts of burden. ‘Two of tho most frequented of these passos aro 
those known os Sarkt and Kheriyarf,—tho first noar tho south 
‘western boundary, the seoond in the desp gorge north of Rohtis, 
Two passes on the north side, however, are moro acoossible— 
one two miles south of Sasarim, known as Khuli or Ghort 
‘ghat, and tho other at Ohhsnpathar, at the extreme west of the 
istriot, whore the Karamnisd forms a waterfall; while two other 
ghats, tho Saksakwa leadfag to Rohtis and tho ascont to tho 
wost of Shergarh, havo beon realigned and their gradients mado 
practicable for trafic, ‘The Barap ghal near Pipra, though used 
by beasts of burden, is at one point very dangerous, ns there is 
only o narrow’ track with the abrapt side of tho hill rising por- 
pendioularly above it on one side, and a stoop precipice on the othor ; 
the path runs over smooth and slippery sundstono, and a false 
step may sond both man and beast headlong down the prosipice, 

‘As might be expooted, the temperature on tho top is appro- 
ciably lower than that of tho valley—about 5 degroos—and its 
‘extromes are muoh less marked than in tho plains. Sir Joseph 
‘Hooker, who visited Rohtisgarh in 1848, was struck with the 
Aifferonco between tho table-latd and tho valloy below, and wrote 
as follows:—“Tho climate of the whole neighbourhood has of 
Inte changod materially, and the fall of rain has much diminished 
consequent on felling tho forests; evon within six years the 
hailstorms havo beon far less frequent and violent.” ‘The great 
want on the plateau is good water, which only exists at a few 
places, In the rains there is abundanoo; but during the oold 
and hot weather.tho inhabitants are sometimes put to great 
difficulties to obtain a proper supply. 

‘Tho district of Shabsbid oooupies the anglé formed by the 








' junotion of the Son with the Ganges, but neither of these rivers 


anywhere orosses the boundary. It is also watered by soveral 
minor streams, which all riso among the Kaimur hills and flow 
north towards the Ganges. ‘The most noteworthy of the rivers 
flowing past or in the district are dosaribed below. 

Tho Ganges forms the northern boundary of tho district, 
separating it from Gh&sipar, Ballin and Séran. It first touches 
Shahabid near Ohausi, where it is joined by the Karamnisi, and 
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then flows in « north-casterly direction past Buxor, as for as 
Ballia, whore it bends to tho south-oast. At Sapohi it gain 
turns to the north-east until noarly opposite Haldj, where it 
assumes an easterly course, which it keops until it leaves the 
istrict at tho confluence of the Son. Its tributaries from the 
south are the Karamndsi,” Thord, Jhuri, Gangi and Son, of 
which tho first and last alone doserve soparate mention, ‘The 
Ganges in this portion of its courso is constantly changing its hed, 
and large tracts are annually formed by allavion ; these sometimes 
Seas permanent, but are as often swept away the following 

‘ho dosoription of this part of Bihar by the Chinese 
Filgim, ‘inn ‘eiang, who visited India in the 7th oontury, 
shows that the river formerly flowed much farthor to the south 
than at present, ‘Tho town of Masix, which is stated by him to 
have boen situated close to the Gusges, is now 9 miles away, 
but the high bonk of the old bed still exists ond con easily be 
‘raced past Daxax, Bhojpur, Belauti, Bihis, Aivoh and Kodwar, 
Since 1860 a reverse movement has begun fo take place, and the 
vast river bed ia gradually working to the south. 

In tho Buxar sub-division the banks, which are of hard 
gravel, are gonrally stoop and abrupt, as tho current strikes 
against thom; but lower down, whore tho stream is dofleoted 
against the opposite bank, they are sloping. In many places they 
aro composed of « schistoeo clay, which has an appearance similar 
to that of sandstone, but crumbles away very readily. ‘The 
Dreodth of tho stream in the dry season is generally about three- 
quarters of a milo, bué in tho raigs it is many times wider, A 
lnrgo through trade is caied on, both up and down stream, but 
the only places of any importance ‘on the south bank are Buxar 
and Ohsusé. 

"Tho Son sises, noar the sources of the Narbada and Mahinadi, tho Soi. 
on the elevated plateau of entral India. After a course af 825 
miles through high rocky tract, it enters this distmet at Kosdera. 
near Jadunathpur, and flowing by the steep slopes and’ precipices 
of tho Ksimur range, debouches upon. the Gangetio valley at 
Akbarpor. It then runs a straight course of 100 miles through 
the plains of South Bihér, and finally joins the suored river 
10 miles north of Manor midway betwoon Axrah and Dinapore. 
During this portion of its cour it attains a gront width, which 
generally exooeds 2 miles, and opposite Tilothu smounts to 
3 miles; and another pooulinity of these lower. reaches is the 
height of tho eastern bank, where the strong westerly winds 
which prevail from January till the breaking of the rains in June 
heap up the sand from the river bed to a height of 12 or 14 fost 
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above the lovel of the country, thus forming a natural ombank- 
mont for many mils, 

The Son nowhere onters tho district, but bounds it for 
145 miles on the south ond cast. Tt first touches on Shahabad 
near Kosdera, a placo about 440 foot above tht soa, and 
after gradually ourving round tho ‘IKaimar hills on the wost, 
flows by Akbarpur 40 foot lower, Proooeding to the south, 
it passes Delt, Horiharganj, Nanaur and Koolwar, whore tho 
East Indian Reilway orossos it on a fino latticn gixdor bridgo; 
‘and finally it falls into the Ganges opposite Dariaganj in Siren, 
Opposite Hanktypur if is joined by tho river Kool from Palamau, 
and at Debrt it is crossed by the massivo masonry dam which 
supplios o huad for the Son Canals, and by tho groat bridge 
over which runs the Mughalsarai-Gays soction of the nat 
Indian Railway. Tho most noticeable features of this portion of 
ite courso oro its mengro stroam of water at ordinary timos ox 
compared with tho enormous breadth of the rivor bed, its vast 
size and its paroxysmal violonoo at periods of flood. Seon in 
the dry soason,. about April ‘or May, tho bed presents a wido 
stretch of drifting sand with on insignificant stream of water, 
barely 100 yards wide, moandoring from bank to bank, and 
fordablo in most plaoos, But in tho rainy season, and ospocially 
just after o storm has burst on tho plateau of Coutmal India, 
tho river presents extraordinary contrast. It drains a hill 
ron of 21,300 square miles, é.c., a tract about four timos as 
extensive as tho distriot of Shihibid; the ontivo rainfall of 
this enormous catchment basin yoquires to find an outlet by this 
channel; ond after heavy rain tho xiver rises with incredible 
rapidity. ‘The channel frequently proves unable to carry off the 
total flood discharge, amounting to 880,000 oubio fet por sooond, 
‘and the flood waters rush down 60 violently as ¢o spill over its 
‘trond bed ond cause disastrotis inundations in tho low-lying 
plains of Shahabad. ‘Theso heavy floods aro, however, of short 
duration, -hardly ever lasting more than four days, after which 
tho river rapidly sinks to its usuol level. 

‘The Son reoeives no tributaries of any importance from the 
point where it enters the district up to Dehri, whore its wat 
‘are distributed east to tho Gayé and Patna distriots and west to 
Shahabad through the great isyigation systom of tho Son Canals ; 
and between Debri and its junction with the Ganges the drain- 
‘age sets away from it, so that no stream oan join it north of 
that place. Old beds are numerous, but they avo principally found 
on tho oastern bank in tho districts of Guy and Patna, Ong 
such bed, however, runs in this distriot from Telkaps it is yxy 
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obscurely marked, but apparently rejoins the present chonnel nt 
tho depression near Amiawar, a short distanoe south of Nastiganj. 
f late years the Son has shifted its couse a little, and several 
villoges, 8 miles north of Koelwar, have beon swopt away, while 
ooretions hive formed on the opposite bank. 

= Tho bod of the Son consists almost entirely of sand; but in a 
fow paris clay is found and cultivated. Nodulox limostono is 
obtained in ssveral plaoos; and the trial wolle sunk during tho 
construction of the Koclwar bridge disclosed a thick stratum of 
that,substanoe below tho sand, Below the junotion of tho Kool 
‘& spocies of small pebbles or gates is found, many of which 
aro ornemental, and tako a good polish; most of thom oosist 
of sslioa, both opaquo ond diaphanous, of a reddish or dark 
groon tinge, In the Aind-Akbart the Son is soid to havo tho 
power of potritying substanoos thrown into it and to contain many 
saiigram skonos, 

During tho dey soason thero aro many fords, but ferry boats 
gonorally ply for oight months in tho yoar, ‘Tho fall of tho 
river bed bolow Akborpur varios only trom 1°75 to 2:80 fect 
‘a mile, but at sevoral plaods’ above Debrt rooks and rapids effeo- 
tually stop river trafflo. In ils lower roaches also navigation 
is intormittent ond of little commercial importance, In tho 
rainy sonson nativo bonts of largo tounge occasionally proceed 
for a short distanco upstream under favourable circumstances 
of wind ond flood; but navigation is rendored dangerous by tho 
‘extraordinary violence of tho floods, and during tho rest of tho 
your is impossible for any but gnall boots owing to the small 
Gopth of water, ‘Tho principal traffio is in bamboos and timber, 
Who former aro floated down, bound into rafts consisting of 
10,000 or moro lashod togother—a tedious process in tho dry 
‘woather, as they aro constantly grounding, and the many wind- 
ings of tho stroam xonder thoir progress extremely slow. 

+ The Son. possesses historioal interest as being probably iden- 
tioal with tho Erannoboas, which is mentioned by Mogasthenes 
as “tho third river in all India and inferior to nono but the 
Indus and Ganges, into the latter of which it discharges its 
waters.” ‘Exonnoboas appears, a manifest corruption of the 
Sanskrit Hiranyabdiu or goldon-armed, a name formerly given 
to the river and apparontly derived from the ruddy-coloured 
sand it brings down in flood. It formerly flowed far to the 
cast and joined the Ganges near Fatwa in Patna district and 
the ancient town of Palibothri or Pitaliputra (corresponding to 
the modem Patna) was situated at its confluence with the 
Ganges, It has gradually xecoded further westwards and made 
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fresh channels for itsolf, Ola river bods have been found 
botwoon Bankiporo and Dinaporo, and Mr. Twining, who -was 
Colleator of Shahibsd in 1801-1804, montions that in his timo 
tho xivor broke through the eastom bank in high flood, and, flow- 
ing along what was rooognizod as its old channel, inundatod tho 
oantonmont of Dinapore, In tho Ain-i-AKbaxt it is suid to havo 
joinod tho Ganges at Manes, and in Rennell’s Bonga) Atlas of 
1772 tho junotion is maxkod at tho samo placo, In Buchanan 
Hamilton's timo, howovor, tho Son flowod into tho Gangos 3 
milos above Manor, and it now joins that xiver about 10 enilor 
higher up. 

‘Pho Karomnish risos on (he easton xidgo of tho plntont in 
tho Kaimur hills, about 3 miles abovo the chaunol of the Son, 
and flows away from that xiver in a north-wostorly diroation, 
‘Noar Dasihnra it becomes the boundary lino with Mixxipur 
district, which it ontors near Kuluhé. For about 15 miles it 
flows though Mirzapur and thon re-enters Shahibid, again 
forming the boundary of tho distriot until it falls into the Ganges 
near Ohousi. By tho ond of Febvasy it gonorlly runs dry, 
Dut during tho xains boats of 50 maunds? burthen can sail up to 
the confiuence of tho Dargauti, ‘hero is a fine waterfall 100 
feot high at Obhanpathar, where tho river procipitates itself 
fom tho hills, and above this point its bed is rocky and its 
banks aro abrupt; but as it debouches into the plains it spreads 
out to a width of 150 yards, outting a deop bod through a 
rioh olay yery retentive of moisture, 

‘This river is held by Hindus in the utmost abliorronco and 
is rogented by thom as en aovursed strom. ‘Lo provent the 
orthodox being polluted by its touch, Ahulya Bai, tho widow of 
Holkar, is snid to havo attompted to span it by a bridge, but the 
work was never oomploted and had to be abmndoned; while in 
tho Zusck-i-Babari (1690 A.D.) wo exo informed that when 
Babar oamo to tho iver in his expodition against Bihix, the 
pious Hindus rofused to pass it, and, in ordor to avoid its unholy 
‘watars, ombarkod in a boat and orossod by tho Ganges, Its 
impurity is oonnooted with tho following legond:—Raja rie 
songku, of the Solar line, married the stepmother of a Brabman 
whom ho had murdered and wns purified from his sin ouly by 
bathing in wator collected by a saint from all tho streams in the 
world; this water, still polluted by his crime, now flows 
from tho spring in which the Karamnési risos, Another looal 
legend acoounts for the abhorrence of this xiver in a somewhat 
different manner. It relatos how Raj ‘Trisongl, being anxious 
to ascend to heaven in his human form, went to Vasistho, his 
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gurw or spiritual guide, and asked him to perform somo religious 
rite by whioh his wish might bo fulfilled, Vasistha replied that 
he was forbidden by tho Sistras to offer such an indignity to the 
gods, Raja Trisangku wont with tho same xequest to Vasistha’s 
sons, but they likewiso xojooted it, and, leoening that he had not 
takon their father’s refusal as final, cursed him and reduoed him 
to tho impure condition of -a Obandal, In this degraded state, 
howover, ho succeeded in gaining tho pity and favour of another 
holy man, Vishwamitra Rishi, who listonod to his petition and 
dospatchod him to heaven, ‘Tho geds, incensed at hie ineolenoe 
and impurity, cast him hond foremost down again, but os he 
foll ho oriod ut for help and was stoppod by Vishwimitra in 
mid-air. Thoroupon some saliva dropped from his mouth on 
the earth and formed the source of the Karemnési, Several 

other similarly absurd logends are current, but the most probable 
explanation of the wncloanness of thie stream in Hindu eyes 
is that it long formed the boundary botween the orthodox 
rogion of Brahmanism, whose centre was at Benares, and the 
heretio country of Magadha, tho home of Buddhism for many 
oonturies. ‘There is nothing in the composition of the water 
itself to acoount for its unholinese, but no high-oaste Hindu, 
exoopt those who live on its banks, will evon now-a-days 
drink or touch it. By tho latter it is weed freely and without 
a soraple for oll purposes; and they have invented a simplo 
explanation of their disrogard af the anciont prejudice of their f 
co-rdligionists, Tho word Knramndsa is derived from the’ Sanskrit, * 
‘Karma (an action) and the root nds (to: destroy), the whole 
word signifying the annihilation of all good deeds; but the 
pandits of ite riparian villages declare that its truo namo. was 
Kukarmantst (Jw moaning evil) and that its stream is purifying 
tnd destructive of bud deeds. At tho presont time, even the 
atviotest Hindus do not consider any ceremony of purifleation 
necessary after touching tho Karamnisd, booauso tho idea is that 
it doos not in itself doflo but only washes away all previous 
righteousness, 

* "Tho Kao or Dhobit rises on tho platoan six miles south-west Tho Kas 
of Tilothu, and, aftor flowing through a glon in » northerly direo- 
tion, forms a fine waterfoll, and enters tho plains at the ‘Tard- 
chandi pass, 2 milos south-cast of Susarim, At this plaoo it 
bifurontes: one branch, tho Kudra, turns to tho west and ulti- 
mately joins the Karamnisi; while the other, which proserves the 
name Kao, flows: to the north, and finally falls into the Gangos 
near Gaightt, ‘There is very little water in its bed during the 
cold and hot seasons, but in tho rains it is subjeot to’ floods of tho 
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most violont charactor, Ab Biohia it is orossed by tho Main 
Wostern Canal, underneath, which it is conveyed by moans of a 
syphon of 25 arches, which has a waterway of 900 square fect 
and is a oauso of much anxicty during freshots, In tho hilly 
portion of its course the hed is xocky and full of enormous 
Douldors washed down during the heavy rains. ‘The banks axe 
gonorally high and firm, but in tho plains axe less clovated, 
‘tho xiver, which is nowhere nevigablo, exoopt at flood-timo as far 
as tho xailway lino, is the principal drainage chennol of tho 
southern and central parts of tho district. 

‘Tho Kudva, as alroady explained, is a branch of tho Kno, and 
carries off tho overflow of that xivor whon it rises in flood. Attor 
leaving tho Tirichand? pass near Saswrim, it is swollen by a 
number of small stroams, and, flowing in a noxth-castorly divestion, 
crosses tho Grand Trunk Rond at Khurmabéd, and falls into tho 
Dargauti at ‘Tondwa after a course of 60 miles. In the dry 
season it contains very little water; but during the rains a largo 
stream passes down it. ‘Tho bed is rocky and full of enormons 
boulders until tho river has fairly dobouched into the plains, aftor 
which it varios acoording to the character of the soil through which 
it passes. According to local tradition, the origin of the Kndra 
is as follows:—A. powerful Brahman zimindar, who owned largo 
states near Kargahar, came down with a large following to the 
arachondi pass, and, after defoating tho local levies, proceeded to 
exoavato a now channel from the Kao ziver to his own domad 
‘This channel was called the Kudra becauso it was excavated with 
kudaris, ond it is noticoablo that an old bod of the Kudra is still 
to bo soon passing northwards towards Kargahar. Logends of this 
great battic siill linger among tho people, who say that such o 
vast number of Brihmans wore lain that over a maund of sacred 
throad was collected from their dead bodies. 

‘Phe Dargaut rises in the village of Bhakmé, on tho southern 
ridge of the Kaimur platean, a fow miles north of the Karamnasi, 
For about 9 miles it pursues a northerly course, boing joined 
by some unimportant hill streams, after which it rushes over 
a precipice 800 fect high into the deop glen of Kadhar Khoh, 
where other hill torrents help to ewoll its volume. After passing 
by the stalattite oaves of Guptoswar and the hill fortress of 
Shergarh, it enters the plains at Karamchat and makes for 
TahAnabid, 8 miles north, on the Grand ‘Trunk Road. Horo it 
runs to the north-weet, ranning parallel to the road for 22 miles, 
‘until it orosses it at Siiwant, where it bends towards the north- 
east and falls into the Karamnist, after recsiving the Kudra 
from the onst, ‘Tho Dargautt drains an area on the plateau of 
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about 200 square miles, In the upper part of its oousso it has a 
rooky channel, with a olor and rapid stream not more than 
80 foot wide; but, after it ontors tho plains, it is wides, and at 
Tahanabad it attains a breadth varying from 100 to 120 foot. 
‘Tho xiver-bod in the plains is sandy, mixed here and there with 
nodular limestone, which is largely quarvied and used in repairing 
tho Grand Trank Rood. It contains water all the year round 5 
aa during the rains boots of 18 ton burthen can navigato 
it 60 or 60 miles from its mouth. 
‘Tho prinoipal tributaries of the Datgauti are the Sura, Kora, 
Gonhnd and Kudra, e : 
‘Pho Burt isos noar tho villago of Dahir, on the platoan, and Te Sux, 
falls into the Lal Kékind or Red Pool, in the Mokori pass, As 
it prooeods it xo0vives a number of afluents, tho prinofpal of which, 
= mo the Kandon Khoh and Jawar Khob, It debouches on the 
plains 6 miles south of the town of Bhabud, which it loaves about 
‘ milo on tho onst, finally falling into the Dargautf after a couse 
of about 25 miles. Its bod is pebbly in tho hills and sandy 
in tho plains; and nodular limostono is largely quarried from 
it, In tho rains, boats of 100 maunds’ burthen oan ply up to 
the foot of the hills, 
‘Throughout tho groator part of tho district the rooks axe Grxosr, 
hidden by tho alluvium of tho Ganges, and, exoept for somo small 
hillooks about 10 miles noth of Sasurkm, thore axe no rooks 
: exported north of 25° north latitude. ‘Tho portion of tho distriot 
situated south of that parallel, including tho southorin portion of 
tho Sasarim ond Bhabud subdivisions, is mostly a platoqn 
bounded by stoop sonxps, ‘This platoau is tho casternmost termina 
tion of ono of tho ‘most pronounced geographical and geological 
fontures of India, the vast aron constituting the Vindhyan table~ 
land. Of tho mumorons stratigraphioal sxcb-divisions constituting: 
the great Vindhyon system, only threo aro oonspionous in this 
district, ‘They axe, by order of superposition, tho Kaimur sand~ 
stono, the Bijaigarh shales, and the Rohtas limestone, 
‘Tho uppormost of these sub-divisions, tho Kaimuy sandstone, 
- oocupies the greatest supexficies, It covers tho greater portion of 
the fable-lond, and slong its southern and south-western borders 
forms the upper portion of the precipitous edoarpmonts thet over 
look tho Son, while along its northem edge it oonstitutes the whole. 
hight of the cliffs down to their baso where thoy meot the Ganges 
alluvium, ‘The Kaimur sandstone oonstitutss an exoellent build~ 
ing material, ond has beon lnxgely quarriod at Kavausidia and 
Dhoudhinr near Sasurkm, wheno it les been conveyed to Debri 
to be ufilised in the works connected with the Son Canals, ‘There 
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are also quarries of a very evonly-bedded rock at Pateswar, a 
detached ill dose to the northern escarpment of the table-land, 
8 miles west iinpur. 

‘Tho Bijaigarh shales and Rothis limestone form the under 
lift facing tho Son along the southern and south-oastorn edge of 
the Knimur outorop, and are also seen, further north, in the deep 
river gorges liko those of the Dergauti, whore they cut through the 
antiolinal axes of the shallow corragations which, striking a little 
north of east, help to diversify the surface of this caster termina 
tion of tho groat Keimur plateau, ‘The Itohtds limestone, whose 
aggrogato thickness is about 500 feot, is a vory fino-grained, 
ovenly-bedided rock, largely burnt for limo; and some of tho beds 
can be used as lithographio stone. It is in this limostono dat the 
sacred Gupteswar caves of the Dargauti valley are found. ‘Tho 
Bijaigarh shales, about 150 fect thick, are intensely brittle and 
splintery, and are frequently so black in colour as to be easily 
‘mistaken for coal. ‘They are often impregnated with iron pyrites 
and have been used to » small extent to manufacture sulphate of 
iron, In the Dargauti valley and the other nosthern inliers, as 
iso south-east of Khndar, the Lijaigarh shales rest directly upon 
the Rohtis limestone, but along the southern scarp there inter- 
vene a subsidiary sandstone and shale known as the Lower 
Kaimur sandstone and Rohtds shale. Sometimes an additional 
fhin band of limestone is intercalated between the Rohtés shale 
and Lower Kaimur sandstone. 

South-west of Robtasgarh, in the low ground intervening 
between the foot of the scarp and the bank of the Son, some of the 
‘Vindhyan sub-divisions underlying the Rohtés limestone are seen 
for a short distance. ‘The most interesting are some ancient. vol- 
canio beds remarkable for their porcellanic texture, ‘The isolated 
low hills north of Sasarim consist of a very coarse quarizose and 
felspathio sandstone, containing abundant rounded ‘abbles ofa 
red felspathio rock and quartz, Being surrounded on all sides by 
alluvium, their relations t3 the other rooks cammot be clearly mado 
out; they may be the basement beds of the Vindhyan formation, 
or else connected with tho-Kaimur sandstone.” 

‘The alluvial and highly-cultivated country which forms tho 
greater portion of the district presents in its botanical features 
a great contrast to the wild hilly tracts to the south, In the 








Tha account af the geology of the district has boon eoutribnted by Mr. Ee 
‘Vredenburg, Deputy Superintendent, Geological Survey of India, Furthor details 
will be found in “Tho Vindhyan Series” Ly F. R. Mallot (Memeir of the Geolo- 
gical Survoy of India, Vol, VI, Part I), and “The Voleanis Rocks of tho Lower 
‘Vindhyan Series,” by I. Vredenburg (Memoirs, Vol. XXXI, Part 1). 
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former sugat-omne, poppy, rice and a great variety of other food- 
‘crops aro extensively grown; the area under cultivation is bare or 
dotted over with clumps of bamboos and mango orchards; whilo 
the villages are frequently surrounded by groves of palmyra 
(Borassus flabeliformis) ond date-palm (Phanio sylcestris). 
Numerous mor» isolated examples of Tamnarindus, Odina, Sapindua 
and Moringa also ocour, associated with which one frequently finds 
in village shrubberies Glyeounis, Olerodendron, Solanum, Jatropha, 
‘Tema, Sireblus and. similar eomi-spontoneous and moro oF less 
useful spocies. In the rioeflelds which cover the low-lying lands 
noar the Ganges, tho usual weeds of such localities ure found, such 
1s Ammannia, Uiricularia, Hygrophila and Sesbania, Further from 
the river a dry scrub jungle is sometimes met with, of which the 

principal species are cuphorbiaceous shrubs, Butea and other 
Teguminous trees, and various examples of Fleus, Sohdeichera, 
Wendlendie and Gmeting, ‘Tho granse slothing the die parts exe 
gendrally of a coarse character, such as Andropogon contortus, 
cviculatus, ennvlatus, foveolatus and pertusus, Aristida Adteonseionis, 
Tragus racemoens, Ieciloma lazwm, various Anthistria, and sabat 
grass (Iechamum angustifolivm). ‘Throughout the elluvial country 
whioh stretches to the foot of tho hills the pipal (Ficus relipiora) 
and banyan (Few indiea) are common; tho other principal treos 

ing in this area aro tho bel (deglo Marmelos), nim (Melia 
SentivacNa), cir (Mimoen Bring), aod jack fait 00 (drtocerpun 
integrifolia), 

Tn tho Kaimur hills, which with their outlying spurs ooupy 
tho southern portion of the district, a different olass of vegeta~ 
tion exists, ‘Though now to a great extont denuded of their best 
timber, they aro still largely oovered with forest growth, while 
their slopes aro donsely clothed with jungle. On the plateau there 
is long gross, chiefly spear-grass, kus (Poa cynosuroides), the thas 
has (Andropogon maricatus), trees of Diowyros and Terminatia, 
and here and there the Boswellia; in, places tho curious white- 
‘parked Stereulia fetida spreads over the precipitous diffs which 
form its quter face; and vast stretches of bamboo cover the débris 
at its base, ‘Tho forests consist for the most pert of a mixed 
growth of stunted troes of no great height or girth, and though 
there are patches of sa/ (Shorea robuala), the timber is poot and 
soaroely worth exporting, Among other important trees found 
in this orn may be mentioned the amaliés (Cassia Tiatula), 
tho red cotton tree (Bombnz malabaricum), the hard (Lerminatia 
Chetuta), the astringent fruit of which forms the Indian or black 
myrobalan, and the tend (Disepyros melenoaylon) yielding the 
ebony of local commeros. ‘The plateau is also rich in various 
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jungle products from many of which the aboriginal inhabitants 
‘obtain a livelihood ; from tho Kiair (Acacia Cateohu) ontoh is 
prepared; lao is obtained from the padds (Zuéon froncdosa) ; tasar 
‘lkoworms food on tho dsan treo (Zorminaha tomentosa); tho long 
‘oarso saba’ grass is mado into a strong twino; and tho kus grass 
produces a fragrant oil, Puxhups, howover, tho most useful of all 
tho troos which clotho tho hills and tho undulating slopes at 
their base is tho mahua (Zuswia katifolia), whioh yields food, wino, 
oil and timber, and affords the donizons of tho junglo a roudy 
means of subsistence in timos of doarth, Hom the flowors the 
common country spirit is distilled, und whother frosh or dxiod 
they furnish the poorer classes with wholesome food ; from tho 
fruit is prossod an oil largely usod for tho adultoration of git ; 
and tho tough timber is used for the navos of oart wheels, 

‘Tho district formerly abounded in wild animals and gamo-binds, 
Dut with the oxtonsion of inrigation oausod by tho introduotion of 
oanala thoy havo had to give way before the advanoo of tho 
cultivator, and aro now only mot with in tho moro xemoto parts 
and in ever diminishing numbers, ‘With the exooption of hyvonns, 
Black buck, wild pig and wilyai (Boselaphus tragcoamelus), largo 
gamo is practioally confined to tho Kaimur hills and tho gorgos 
which pieroo tho plateau in all dirootions. In this aroa tigors, 
oars, leopards and viverine oats, though not common, aro ooo. 
sionally mot with; while tho kod or wild dog, though compar 
atively raro, is still sometimes seen in tho wilder xooos0s of tho 
plateau, ‘Thoro aro soverg} vaxiotios of door ; tho sambar (Cereus 
‘univolor) chiofly frequents the gorges of tho tablo-land; spotted 
door and black buck axe mot with in the plains, tho former prinot- 
pally in tho plains adjaoont to tho hills and tho lnttor in largo 
hexds on tho open country in the oontral zone of the district; and 
the hog deer (Qorous avis) is found in the jungle growth on the 
hills and in tho glons which fxingo the plateau, ‘Tho habitat of 
the niga is tho tuble-land and tho alluvial tract bordoring on tho 
Ganges. ‘Tho other animals include wild pig, which inhabit tho 
same tract of county as tho niigai, tho hyena, found ykinoipally 
on the platen and its slopes, and the jackal, fox and haro, which 
are common throughout tho district. ‘Tho fish-onting axooodilo is 
found in tho larger rivers, and the common aroeodile is frequently 
seen aud sometimes attacks human beings. Of gamo-hirds, the 
Darred-hended goose (dnser indious) is very common, and tho 
blaok-backed goose (Sarkidornis melunotus) and the grey goose 
(Anser cinereus) axo also tobe found. ‘Tho other game-birds of 
the district inolude many varioties of wild duck, sovoral kinds of 
teal, partridges, quail, omlows, pon-fowl and jungle-fowl, 
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‘The climate of Shahabid is genoally dey and bracing. It onscazs, 
enjoys.a long oold weather, which commences ealy in Novem- : 
‘bor and ends with the close of Merch, when the hot weather sots in 

with strong west winds which blow until the end of May, Soon 

after this, tho rainy season commences nnd lasts till the ond 

of Soptomber ; but as the beginning of this season ocours when a 

storm from the Bay of Bengal passes over Bihar, the oommenoo- 

mont of the monsoon may be as carly as tho last week of Moy 

‘and as lato us tho first or second weok of July. 

Owing to its distanco from the soo, Shihabid has greater Tonpers- 
extromes of climate than tho solith and cast of the Provinoo. "an. 
‘Mean temperature varies from 62° in January to 90° in May, the 
average maximum temperature rising to 102° in tho latter mouth. 

Tn, oonsequenoo of the hot and dry wosterly winds which provail 
in March and April, humidity is much lower at this season then at 
any other times of the your and averagos only 52 per cont, of 
saturation. With the approach of the motsoon season, the air 
slowly bocomes more charged with moisture, and humidity romains 
steady at 88 per oont, thronghont July end August, In 
September, when periods of fine woather alternate with th cloud 
and sain of the monsoon, humidity is lowar; and, with breaks of 
increasing length, it gradually falls and roaches a minimum of 79 ‘ 
por cont. in November. ‘There is thon a slight increase parlly 
owing to tho unsottled woathor oausod by tho cold soason 
disturbances. 

_ Brom October until May the prevailing direotion of tho wind Winds, 

ig from the west; but a marked chango takes place with the 
commencement of the monsoon, which is generally oaused by tho 
first oyolonio storm which enters from the Bay of Bengal. 
‘The flow of the moist winds from the Bay is northwards over 
the eastern districts of Bengal proper, but afterwards they 
trond to the west owing to the barvier interposed by the Himn~ 
Inyan xange: so that after the passage of the oyolonio storms, 
easterly winds got in and continue with but little interruption 
until the middle of September, when westerly winds again become 
common, 

During tho montlis from Novombor to May, fine'dry weather Baintatl, 
with an almost entire absonoo of cloud and rainfall prevails; and 
only a fraction of an inch of rain falls monthly. In normal years 
tho monsoon breaks in Juno ; and the heaviest rainfall occurs in 
Tuly and Augast, varying from 11-48 to 13°80 inches in the 
former and from 9°22 to 1320 inches in the latter month. 

From the midale of September the monsoon current begins to fall 
off in strength ; and if the wosterly winds are stronger than usual, 
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the storms coming inlind from tho Bay of Bongal rooode cast 
wards and rainfall is consequently deficient, 

Stotistios of tho rainfall at the various rooording stations aro 
given below for the cold weathor (November to Fobrunry), tho 
hot wouther (March to May), and the rainy soason (Juno to 
Ostobor). ‘he figures shown aro tho averages recorded from tho 
carliost. your in which rainfull was aystomatically registorod up to 
tho ond of 1904: = 














Sraeion, recorded. | Vobrunty, | May. 
i 
ee wn | 





Mohanit 10 


Basan a 7 
Neel 9 
Bikraul ri 


Aninager 
Ageuon 




















‘arstoRY, mcd 


CHAPTER IL. 


HISTORY. 


Iy prehistoric times ShahAbid was ocoupied by aboriginal* races, Pax. 
of whom the chief representatives were the Bhars, Cheros and #1#T210 
Bavars, Acoording to a legend, ourrent in the neighbouring" 
district of Mirzapur both among the Bhars and the Aryan com- 
munity, a great Bhar Raja ruled over the country near the Son 
from Rohtisgarh to Rewah. This monarch, who id to have 
built the fort of Rohtasgarh, was killed by three Rajput brothers, 
‘who oonspired against him and divided his kingdom among them- 
selves, The Oheros, whom the testimony of tradition shows to 
have been another dominant race, were eventually conquered by 

* the Savars or Suirs, who then held the country till in their tum 
they were subdued by Aryan immigrants, ‘Traditions of the rule 
‘of these throo races still linger among the people, who attribute to . 
them the remains of various temples and fortifications. Though 

«there is not a single known descendant of the Savarsleft in Shahi- ; 
‘bad, members of the other two tribes are still found in various - if 
parts of the district; the Bhars for the mgst part live in the Buxar 
sub-division, while a fow Choros are to be soon in the recesses of 
the hills and in the Bihiat pargana where they inhabit the re- 
aimed Jagdispur jungle, Similar traditions of ancient greatness 
linger among other aboriginal tribes; the Khanwrs claim to have 
‘been originally settled in the hills near Rohtis, and a few su- 
‘vivors still obtain a procarious livelihood in the wilder portions of 
the plateau ; while the Oraons allege thatthey held the country 
between Rohtés and Patna and thence wandered south to the 
jungles, They explain that Rohtas was long held by their 
‘ancestors, but was finally wrested from them by the Hindus, who 
surprised them at night during one of their great national festivals, 














an article by the Revd. 

+ Mr. A. C, Fox of Jagadispnr stats thnt, wceording to local tradition, the Chores 
ware onee rajae who had palaces at Basan, Dalipur and Bibi, and formed the body 
‘guard of Kuar Singh. They now work as coolies and wood-eutter and are. ono of 
‘he hardest-drinking castes in Bihir. 
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whenathe men had fallen sonseloss from intoxioation and only 
women wore loft to fight, 

Coming to later times, Shahsbid was comprised, with tho 
country now included in tho districts of Patna and Gaya, 
in the ancient kingdom of Magadho, and formed part of tho empixo 
‘of Asoka; but apparently it was subjeot to Buddhist influenoos only 
to a vory small oxtont. An Asoka inscription is still extant on 
Ghondon Pi’s hill af Susorim, and this hill is clealy an old 
Buddhist sito; but from tho genoral absonos of Buddhist romains 
throughout tho district it would appear that whon Buddhism 
flourished in Magadha, it obtained no rool hold over Shéhabid, 
When Hiuen Tsiong* mado Jhis pilgrimage to Indin in tho 7th 
century A.D., the first place in Shahabid visited by him was 
Mo-ho-s0-lo, which has boon idontified with the modem village of 
‘Mosix, 6 miles wost of Arrah ; and he left it on rooord that tho 
inhabitonts wero all Brahmans who did not rospoct tho law of 
Buddha, ‘Tho only other place which ho deemed worthy of a 
visit was tho site (identified by Goueral Cunningham with the 
modern town of Azrah), where Asoka crooted a stiipa and lion 
pillar to commemorate the conversion by Buddha of the demons of 
the desert who fed on tho flesh and blood of mon. ‘Though he 
admits that there wore etill some priests who reveronced the doctrine 
of the Great Vehicle, the whole account of the Chinese pilgrim 
gives a melancholy impression of tho dooay of the Buddhist faith ; 
x part of this stiipa was even thon buried in the earth;* 
the disciples of the ‘unbelievers had endeavoured to romove the 
stone on which Buddha’preached to the demons; and not far off 
there wore many sanghardmes which were mostly in ruins, Of tho 
subsoquont history of the distriot until the Muhammadan invasion 
‘we have but little knowledge. "From tho ovidence of inscriptions 
we learn that it was included within the ompire of tho Gupta 
ynasty ; on insoription found at the Mundeswari temple refers to 
Ddyasona as the raling chiof (035 A.D.); another insmiption at 
Deo Barunirak roords the dodiostion of the temple by Jivita 
Gupta of the Inter Gupta dynasty ; and it may safely bo infored 
that Shahabid continued to form part of their monarchy end to 
be subject to oivilizing influences, 

On the downfall of the Gupta dynasty, the Azyan lords of the 
country, woskened by internecine strife, wore unable to hold it 
and gave way to the aborigines, Shahabad, which still had only a 
very small Aryan population, relapsed into barbariam and onaroby, 
and again oame under the sway of a number of petty aboriginal 
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chiofs, Tho ruling indigenous tribo at this pariod was thoyghero, 
and apparently tho chieftains of this race ruled over the county 
until they wore driven southwards by the inroads of immigrant 
Rajputs, ‘Tho latter camo from Ujjain in Malwiundor tho leadex- 
ship of Raja Bhoj, and after a long confit subdued the aboriginal 
inhabitants of the district, Tho strugglo lasted for hundreds of 
yours, but eventually it terminated in favour of tho Rigjputs, and 
‘tho Choros wor expolled anil sought refuge in tho hills. In theso 
wild traots, however, thoy long hold their own and maintained a 
cortain measure of indopondenoo under their native chieftains. 
Pho legonds of tho Oheros rolato that they invaded Pal&man 
from Rohtis and conquered the country with tho aid of Rajput 
chiofs, tho anoostors of the Thikaras of Ranka and Ohainpur; 
while in tho Tarikh-i-Shar Shahi* we find a mention of a chief, 
Mahixta Choro, against whom Sher Shah sont ono of his genrals, 
Khawis Khin, with orders to cut down his jungle fastness ond 
utterly destroy him. ‘Pho powor of this chief apponrs to have 
Doon considerable; it is said in tho Mokhzan-t-Afphan that ho 
wed to desoond from his hills and junglos and harass tho 
tononts round Bibir, and that ho entirely closed the road to Gaur 
and Bengal ; groat importanco was attached to his final detent 
by Khawis Khia; and his destruction is mentioned in tho 
Wakiat-i-Muthtaki as ono’ of the throe great works aooomplishod 
by Sher Shah. 

On the conquest of Bibir by Muhommad Bakhtiyar Khiljs 
in 1198 A.D,, Shihabid was in tho hands of potty Rajpnt 
ohioftains, nono of whom were sufficiently powerful to offer any 
resistanoo to his arms; with the other bordor districts it passed 
under the rulo of the Mubammadans, and its history became 
merged in that of the s@bah or sub-provinoe of which it formed a 
part, In 1907 it was attachod to the kingdom of Jaunpur with 
tho rest of Bibax, but  oontury lator it was again taken possession 
of by tho Bmperor of Delhi; and the riext montion of tho 
district in tho Mubammadan chronicles ocours in connection with 
the riso of Sher Shih to power. As reward for his services in 
tho onquest of Jaunpur, Jamil Khan, tho Sibshdar of that 
Provinco, granted the father of Sher Shah, an Afghin adventurer 
named Hsin Khin, the pargana of Sasorim as a jégir ; but oven 
at this late dato tho Muhommadans do not appear to have held the 
district with o firm hand and, so far as can be gathered, it was 
subjugated rather in name than in foot, ‘The allegiance of the 






* people was very loose, the zamindirs wore practically independent 
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and mefased to pay revenue, and it roquired strong ooereive 
measures on the part of Sher Shih to bring thom to order. 

wiba’s When Babar invaded Bihér in 1529 in ordor to roduoo ite 

invasions Afghan rulers, Shor Shah ranged himself against the Imporial 
forces; but Babar quickly defeated tho allied chiefs, and loon 
tradition points to a spot in Axrah town as the plaoe whore tho 
‘Amporor pitched his camp after his viotory and oolobrated his 
assumption of sovorsignty over Westorn Bihar, Babar's naive 
aocount of his oampnign is full of incidonts of posonal, if 
not of historioal, interost, A. close observer, ho notioos tho suporeti- 
tion of the Hindus with rogard to the Karamnisi, and wo 
Tearn that the Hindus of his army made o dotour by ,tho 
Ganges rathor than toudh its polluting wator, While tho iasmo of 
the oampaign is still undooided, he finds timo to ride out from hia 
camp near Arrah to 00 tho bods of wator lilios and to taste thoir 
sods, which, in his estimation, rosembled tho pistachio nut, He 
oes ‘not forget to toll us how in tho preooding year ho swam tho 
Ganges at Buxar, and how finding the Son was noar, ho rode on to 
0 the tombs of Manor and to sy his prayers at noon in tho 
morque, Even when attacked by the Bongali army, ho sooms to 
have boon more gratified at sooing how thoy worked tho artillery 

A for which they were famous than indignant at their treachery ; and 
he romarks with the utmost gravity that their mothod was to fre 

: ‘at random and never to tako aim, 

Shorsiih, On the death of Babar, Shor Shah became supromo on tho 
borders of Bongal and soon offeoted tho oonquost of that Province, 
In 1687 Humayiin advancod against him, and attor a siogo ot 6 
months roduood his fortross of Chunér; on this Shor Shah shut 
himself up in Rohtdagarh, which he had succeeded in capturing 
a short timo proviously, and mado no offort to oppose his advance, 
Humiyiin spont 6 months of dissipation in Bongal, and then 
finding thot Sher Shih had cut off his communioations and that 
his brothers at Delhi would not come to his assistance, retraced his 
Stops, Ho was mot by Sher Shah's army at Oheusi near Buxar 
and was utterly defeated: the Hmporor himeelf escaped by 
swimming tho Ganges with the help of a massak or water-bag, but 
8,000 of his followers perished in attempting to follow him. his 
victory seoured to Shor Shih tho throne of Delhi, and on his death 
he was buried at Saserim in the magnificent mausoleum which he 
‘had bnuilf for himself, 

Moghal___Ater the aooession of Akbar, his viceroy, Min Singh, sclooted 

Stbahdir Rohtasgarh as his stronghold, and stops wore taken to organize 
the administration, the land revenue of the district, which 
was at that time inclubed in sarkér Rohtas, boing fixed at 
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Re, 10,22,000, Tn apito, howover, of the possossion of this famtress, 
tho Mughal Emperors had but little hold oyor the greater patt 
of the distriot; amd under Akbar and his successors, the local 
‘chieftains wore’ in « constant stato of rebellion,* which was only 
supprossod by tho strong foroes sont ogainst thom, ‘ho Raja of 
Tagdispur resisted tho Mughal armios for yoars until the unequal 
combat led to thoirentiro dostraction ; and another chieftain, tho 
‘Raja of Bhojpar, also dofled tho Emperor till he too was datented 
tand imprisonod. Whon Akbar at langth got him at Kberty on tho 
payment of an onormous ransom, he again armed and continued 
in rebellion undor Jahangir. ‘This rising was not finally quolled 
till, Bhojpur having been sacked, his sueosssor, Raj Pratab, was 
“exoouted by Shah Jahan, while the Rant was forced to mary a 
‘Muhommaden oowtior. 

‘The samindars of Bhojpur long retained on independent 
position and considerable powor, and the author of the Sair- 
ulMutakharin zofes to them as “bad men to a proverb,” 
“famous both for their number end depredations oa woll as for 
tholr rofraotory temper.” Wo leam that “to their unbounded 
influence in their own extensive possessions thoy joined connsotions 
of long stonding with the independent cammdars and princes 
on tho other side of the mountainous country”; and their 
subjugation became at last a matter of administrative necessity. 
Finally, tho Governor of Bihar was sont. by his uncle, Alt Vardi 
Khin, against theso somi-indopondent chiefs ; and sotting out at 
tho head of a strong army and train of artillery, he suoceoded 
in aruibing them (1740-41 A.D,), “Few of the merchants of 
tho diatriot,” wo aro told, “ fow of its inbabitants had not felt their 
exuotions, and hardly any traveller could venture to pass through 
their lands without being stripped and, in enso of resistance, 
murdered. It would require a volumo to enumerate tho many 
violenoos and the many extorlions they’ were perpetually putting 
{nto praotioe against all mankind, Atlast, aftor two engagemonts 
that ost much blood, and two sieges that consumed much timo, 
tho refractory samindixs wore driven from their strongholds, their 
castles and habitations woro destroyed, and the oounixy was frood 
from their inoursions and eternal violence, ‘The young Viceroy 
having rid himself of these troublosomo oppressors turned his 
viows towards quicting tho country, tranquillising the minds of 
the husbandmen, establishing a rovenue, and rpsuscitating tho 
nanoes,” 











See Notor fom Mubammaden historians, by H, Blochmann, Js A. 8, By 
Vols XL, Part I, 2871. 
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During tho troubled times which witnossod the decay of the 
‘Mughal ompiro and the riso of the British power, the district was 
frequently overrun by contonding srmios, Mustofi Khan, the 
rebellious goneral of Ali Vardi Khan, rotroatod thoro in 1744 at 
the head of his Afghin followors, with tho firm aseurance that ho 
would obtain the rondy support of its disaffected zamindtus, A. 
pitchod battle ensued at Jagdispur against the fore of tho 
Govornor of Bihiz, which onded in tho defeat of tho xebol 
genoral’s troops and his own death, Many of his officers and 
followers fled to tho hills nonr Sasarim, from which all exit 
‘was barred by the loonl zamindirs, and thoes addrossod pitoous 
appeals to the Marathi Raghujt Bhonsla to come to thaix rosoua. 
‘Pho Maratha, seoing the polioy of attaching to hie onuso some 
thousand tried Afghin soldiors, sot out from Burbhiim and, having 
forded th Sov, went into the hills of Sasarim (1745 A.D.). 
After ffocting @ junotion with tho Afghius, ho dosoonded to 
the plains with an army which, after this addition to its 
strongth, numbered 20,000 horao, and then retired to Arwal. 
In 1758 Sosarim again saw the passage of a largo army. 
‘ho Shahedda or Impoxial Princo, known aftorwards os thé 
Emporor Shah Alam, who had boon appointod by his fathor 
Stbahdar of Bengal, Bibér and Orissa, had invadod Bihar with a 
mixed army of Afghins and Marithis in ordor to establish his 
claims to tho Provinco, Ho had already invested Patna when 
the approach of Clive with a small force of 450 Wuropoane 
and 2,600 sepoys forood tho Mughal army to beat a hurried 
retroat to Sasardm. ‘Thenoo the Shibsida moved his foroos 
to tho banks of tho Dargauti, where ho was joined by Pablwan 
Singh, the poworful zamindar of Sasarim and Chaiupur; and 
toon afterwards hier crossed the Karamnisa, Olive,* who had 
rooently been mado Governor of all the Company’s scttloinenta in 
Bongal, thoroupon marched from Patna against Pahlwin Singh, 
but that chieftain refused to give battle, and, after an inter- 
viow with Clive at Sasarim, oamo to terms and disbanded his 
in : 





oops. 

One of tho carliest measures of Mir Kisim after being invest- 
od with the Nawabship was to ostablish his powor ovor this part 
of his dominions, and with this objeot he marched in 1762 with 
a largo forea to Sasarim, which ho snado his head-quarters, No 
resistance, however, was offerod to him; Poblwin Singh and the 
other disnffected zamindérs of Bhojpur flod tho country and 
tock refuge with Shujé-nd-daula; ond the Nawab took possession 
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of their lands, placod his own collectors in cach zamindasi, and 
supported them by strong bodies of troops, Mir Kasim remained 
some time at Sasurim, visited Rohtisgarh, and then returned 
to Monghyr atter taking measures to seouro tho tranquillity 
of tho country. He pub Shah Mal, tho Diwin of Robtisgarh, 
in irons, imprisoned the Kilada or commandaut of the garrison, 
and left bodies of troops in yarious parts of tho district, One 
officer was placed in command of Sasarim and Ohainpur; his 
pay-master was stationed at Bhojpur with a whole brigade of 
horeo and foot; and, lastly, the infamous Somrn hold Buxar with 
« fow rogimonts of sopoys and some fleldpiooes, - In the Sair-ul- 
Mutakharia wo find a brief notioe of Somru’s management of 
Buxar, which is worthy of montion as giving au insight into both 
tho stato of tho country and tho methods of tho man who was 
guilty of tho massaoro of tho Hnglish at Patna. According to this 
account, “Somru, who as the chief mon of tho oountry, had » 
right to a portion of tho booties made by those famous banditti of 
tho Bhojpur country, invited them all to an entertainmont before 
tho fort of Buxar; and as they all camo whilst ho was exercising 
a rogimontof sopoys, ho made thom load with ball, and falling ab 
‘once with fixed bayonota upon those misoreants, ho put thom all 
to doath to tho number of six hundeod.”” 
Subsoquently, after his defoat at Udbua Nullah and the 
capture of Paina by the Woglish in 1763, Mir Kasim toll back 
on Tilothu, and having beon joined there by his zaniina, who 
brought with thom tho treasure ho had left in Rohtiagarh, ho 
flod through Sasorim to the dominions of the Nawab of Oudh, 
On his return with Shuji-ud-deula in 1764, Shahabid was the © 
first to suffer from the ravages of tho invading army, which, 
wo aro told, burned and plundered to thy distanoo of 5 or 6 kos 
. in overy direction, and did not loave a toe of population 
throughout the oountry they traversed. After his ropulso at 
Patna, Shujl-ud-daula foll back to Busar, where he strongly 
entrenched himself; and it was hero in October 1764 thet 
Major Monro advanoed against him and won the decisive battlo 
whioh tually made tho Britith mastore of the Lower Provinow 
of Bengal 
"Tho Boplish wero uot lft Jong i in ponoaible possotsion of the ha 
distriot, as Chait Singh, the Rajé of Benares, who had for somo, bey 
timo boon disaffected, finally broko out in open rebellion in 1781. 
Chait Singh’s dominions included a largo tract in Shahabéd, os 
his father, Balwont Singh, hod scized the north-western portion 
of the distriot in onder fo oongolidate his powor and establish « 
strategical basis on the south of the Ganges With this objet” 
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he annexed in 1754 the large pargana “ Keyra Mugror,” which 
then apportained to Shahtbad, and oocupied it with an overpower- 
ing force of his own troops and a large contingent of Maritht 
cavalry; and in 1758 with tho help of Somra he captured the 
fort of Seringah, 4 milos south of Chaus8, ond expelled the Ujjain 
chiof of the Bhojpur family from that part of tho country. ‘Tho 
power of Ohnit Singh thus oxtonded up to Buxar; and for several 
yours boforo his fnal revolt the English garrison woro practioally 
confined to tho walls of the fort, As carly ns 1778 tho zamindars 
in the neighbourhood of Buxar gavo out publioly that the English 
would not long retain tho oountry, and got possession af two 
24-pounders which had been sunk in a boat on its way to Chun, 
saying that tho English would not noed thom but they themslves 
would. In 1779 attnoks wore frequently mado on tho sepoys and 
sorvants of tho officers at Buxar, when they ventured into Chait 
Singh’s country ; the Buxar ohaudhri, who had the temerity to oross 
thé river, was put in irons for 19 days and mado to pay a fino ; and 
no redress for thoso griovanoos could bo obtained from the offioors 
of the Raja, His agents woro oonstantly employed in tampering 
with the fidelity of tho sopoys of the garsison, and many of them 
doortod and took sorvioo with him, When Warron Hastings 
finally prooooded by river to Bonayes in 1781, Chait Singh mot 
him at Buxar, aocompanied by. a floot carrying 2,000 armed 
men ; while the oountry along both banks of the Ganges was 
cooupied by masses of troops belonging to tho Raja, who was 
prepared, if novessary, to overoome the slender rotinuo of tho 
Governor-General. ‘Tho interview, howover, passod off quictly ; 
and Obait Singh afterwards sought Warren Hastings in his 
pinnace, and throwing himself at his foot professed the doopost 
repentanoo for the past, and perfect resignation to his commands, 
‘When Chait Singh r6se in revolt shortly afterwards, there was 





little aotual fighting in Shahabad, Major Crawfurd marched * 


with his regiment from Shorghati to Akbarpur, whero ho out a 
road and dragged his guns up the Kaimur plateau ; Bikramajit 
Singh, the Raja of Bhojpur, and his relative Bhup Narayan of 
Tagdispur, each raised and equipped a body af trpoos and marched 
with him; and though large forces of the rebels oocupied the 
hills, Crawfurd suoooeded in getting through without molestation 
to Bijaigarb, where he had boen directed to procood in order to 
intoroopt Chait Singh’s troops from Ramnogar. 

: Shhabid bas thenceforth had an uneventful history broken 
only by the Mutiny of 1867, when it again became tho arena 
of moro than one sanguiniary conflict, ‘The army was largely 
reornited from ShabAbid, and here, as in Oudb, the sepoys found 
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sympathy and support; Kuar Singh, the powerful zamindar of 
Tagdispar, declared in their favour ; and it required a long and 
tedious campaign to stamp out the rising in the district, It was 
overrun by Kuar Singh and tho mutineers from Dinspore imme- 
intaly after the outbreak at that station; and Avrah, with its 
jail broken opon, its conviets reloased and its troasury plundered, 
‘was the scone of a defence which is one of tho most stirring 
epitodes of the Mutiny (eids article on Arh town). ‘Tho 
mutinous sepoy rogiments who had rism at Dinspore made 








held ot for a Tong eight day, soloing party of 416 
officors amd men headed by Ouptain Dunbar proceeded in a 
prot gine engl pip ope ig ings 


mesting any of the enemy. ‘They appear to have been gpnfident 
that their advanoe would not be opposed ; although the moon had 
ot at eleven o'clock and it was pitch dark, no scouts were sont 
forward; ond marching carclesly on thoy fell blindly into an 
ambuscade. Saddenly a tremendous fire was poured in on them 
from a thick mango-grove by the side of the road; Dunbar himself 
fell with o largo number of his men at the fret volley ; and the 
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field closo by. Here the men ‘and found some 
shelter in a small tank, but their white qpmmer uniforms mado 
thom on easy target for the mutineers, who, themlves 


hank, exposed to th pion fire of hair geamer wall thay eoald 
be got off, Many were shot ss they tried to cross tho stream; 
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others, who plonged in to oscapo the enomy’s fire, wero drown 
and only a somy remnant roadhed the steamer which was waiting 
to carry them back to Dinaporo, Had not tho ammunition of 
tho inswgonta sun short, hardly a man would havo esouped ; and, 
aw it was, out of tho 415 mon who left Dinaporo, 150 were killed, 
and of the survivors only about 50 escaped mnwounded, But 
disastrous as was their rotrent, it was redoomed by individual aols 
of howism. Mr. Ross Manglos, of tho Indian Civil Sorvioo, 
caried n wounded soldior the Inst miles of tho way {ill he 
reached the stream, and thon swam with his helploss burden to a 
Tout. Mr. McDonell of tho samo sorvico was in a boat which 
avifed holplossly baok into tho bank ovory timo it was pushed off, 
1s the rebels had taken ayway the ours and lashed the radder, ‘The 
thirty-five soldiers in the boat wore sheltered from fire hy the 
usual thatch covering, but whilo the rudder was fixed, they 
remained at tho morey of the enemy, At this orisis, McDonell, 
though himself wounded, stopped out of tho shelter, climbed on to 
tho roof of the boat, porchod himself on the rudder, and cutting 
tho lashings undor a hail of bullets, suocoeded in gotting tho boat 
under way. Both those civilians received tho Vitoria Cross a a 
roward for their bravory. 

Tn the mountimo, tho little garrison ot Arrah, who had 
listened eagerly to the sound. of firing, and, homing it dio away, 
knew that the attompt to reliove them had failed, gallantly hold 
out against tho hordes which invested their diminutive fortvoss. 
Help, however, was soon to come from an unoxpeoted source. 
Major Vincent Eyre of tho Bengal Artillery, while steaming up 
the Ganges with his horse battery of 6 guns and a company of 
European gunners, touched at Buxar on roue for Ghésipur, and 
heard that the Europenns at Arrah wore besieged. ‘He imme- 
diately landed, and taking with him 150 men of the 6th 
Fusiliers, a few mounted volunteers, and three guns with 34 
artillery men, started for Arah on the 30th July. Rein bad 
been falling for somo weeks, and tho country was well nigh 
impassable; the guns hnd to be drawn by bullocks taken from 
the plough ; and slow progress was made, On the let August 
the dismal tidings came from Dinaporo that the detachment 
sent to relieve Arah nd been ropulsed with the loss of half 
their number ; but Byze determined to push on, and after 2 days’ 
hard marching he exived ab Bibjganj, where the onomy had 
destroyed a bridge ovor a deep stroam, which foreed him to make 
a flunk movement to got clear of the railway embankment, Here, 
at Gujrajganj, he mot the forces of Kuar Singh, and after a sharp 
engagement dispersed them with a bayonet charge. ‘They never 
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rallied ; and Eyre marched straight into Arvai, where ho arrived 
on the morning of the 3rd Angust, and relieved tho little garrison, 
After resting his men, ho dotermined to pursue the old Rajput 
to his junglo fustuoss at Jagdispur. Having boen reinforced by 
200 men of tho 10th Foot and 100 of Ratteny’s Silchs, Eyro 
marched from. Agreh, and on tho 11th August arived before 
Tagdispar, whero the robel chiof hnd slored a vast amount of 
gruin, cnough, it is eaid, to food an oxmy of 20,000 men for six 
months, and hnd also established o manufactory of arms and 
ammmnition, After somo jungle-fighting, the stronghold was 
oaptured ; tho grain was redistributed among the villagers from 
whom it had boon forcibly taken ; and the principal buildings wore 
Vlown up. Kuar Singh himself fled iowords Sasuram, with 
somo mutinoes of tho 40th Rogimout, and then passed on to 
Banda, Ouwnpore and Lucknow, 

In April 1858, howover, dofoated at Avimgarh aud himself 
wounded and dying, ho again crossed into Shababid and took 
sholter ab Jagdispur; the British detachment which marched 
against him fom Arrah suffered a disastrous repulee with tho 
Joss of guns and ammunition; and though Kuar Singh him 
self died a fow days afterwards, his followers maintained their 
footing in tho district under his brother Amar Singh. Reinforoed 
not only from across tho Ganges but also from the discontented 
sopoy population of tho district itsolf, hopeless of ultimate 
euocoss and thereby roridered more desperate, aided by its 
position in donso junglos and the intense heat of the sun, the 
robol foro long hold its ground under the bold and determined 
Joudership of Amor Singh, ond resisted all attempts at dislodge. 
mont. Marauding bands scoured the country’; and on account of 
its oxposed stato, tho ostablishmont at Arrah had to be moved 
to Buxar on the abandonment of Gorakhpur, Sasarim was 
attackod and plundered by 2,000 of tho insurgents ; Rohtas and 
its noighbomhood wore infested by a cousiderable force of 
mutinoers ; and another rebel loader with a band of Bhojpue 
mon openly mado grants to his followers and gave out that the 
British ralo was at an end. ‘Tho extensive jungles round Jagdis- 
pur afforded the rebels u safo xefugo, and dischargod sepoys 
and bad characters from the surrounding disticts swelled their 
numbers; bub their rule was one of terror, and thoy maintained 
their position and obtained supplies by a system of uncompro- 
mising severity and burbority. ‘Tho following account, whiol 
hhas been condensed from Holmes’ History of tho Indien Mutiny, 
gives a description of tho Inst staud made by the insurgents and 
of their final subjugation, 
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On hearing .tho nows of tho defeat of the Axrah force at 
Togaispur, General Sir Edward Lugard hastoned to Shahabid from 
Asimgarh and at ono began to make the most strenuous offorts to 
subduo tho rebels, His great diflodlty was to get at thom, ‘The 
junglo, through whieh they could easily thread their way, offorod 
‘a serious obstacle to the movements of his unwieldy columns, His 
soldiors, therefore, working like coolios in tho suffooating hoat, 
out ronds through tho tangled mao, Again ond again thoy 
brought partios of the robels to action, and invariably dofoatod 
thom. But tho rebels ran away as ofton ns they wero attadkod, 
and simply did their bost to annoy their opponents by doing 
fas much damage and making as groat a distixbanoo os thoy 
could, By tho middlo of Juno Tugard was so exhausted by 
the hardships, the fatigue, and the anxiety which ho bad undor- 

that he was obliged to resign hia command and go homo, 

All through tho sweltering summer months the wrotchod 
struggle dragged on. Douglas, who succeeded Lugard, had 
7,000 mon undor his oommand, and he spared neither himsolf 
nor thom; but it was all that ho could do to koop the insurrootion 
within hounds; tho country was so sodden by the rains that 
operations on large soale were for tho time impossible; and 
ho was obliged to wait until the return of the dry season should 
enable him to exoouto his plans for hunting down his onomios, 
Yet ho could give his weary roldiors no rest; for tho Grand 
‘Drunk Road bad to be guarded, and numerous petty expeditions 
had to be undertaken, The mon of one regiment were so ill that 
they could hardly oat or sleep; and the most robust suffored 
from the alternation of soorching suns aud dronching showers, 
Meanwhile tho rebols were practically mastors of Shahabad, 
Broaking up into small partios, they roamed over tho country, 
maintaining thomselves by plunder, and wreaking sevago 
vorigeance on all who refused to help them. One party 
mado a raid upon Gaya, buret open the gaol, and released 
the prisoners. Another swooped down upon Arrah, and fired 
a number of bungalows. Placards appearod, offering rewards 
for the heads of the English officials, At last, however, the 
time oame for Douglas to exeouto his plan. Dividing his foroe 
into seven columns, ho arrangod thet four should move from 
Buxar, driving the rebels before them towards Jagdispux, and 
with a fifth, which was in the noighbourhood of Sasarim, form a 
‘conncoted line from the Ganges to the Son, and thus hem in the 
wostern and southern sides of fhe jungle, while two others should 
hom it in on the east, As the Ganges bounded it on the north, the 
rebels would be compassed in on every side, and must surrender, 





















‘HISTORY, 29 


On tho 18th of Ootobér the columns began to move, and 
every hour tho ring within which the rebels wore confined 
boone smaller. On the 16th all the columns were within a short 
istanoo of tho jungle; amd Douglas issued orders to his 
commanders to close simultanoously on to it. But one column 
was delayed for somo hours by a sudden inundation; and the 
robols, promptly soixing tho opportunity, rushed out of tho jungle, 
tani strack onstwards with the objeot of crossing tho Son. 

‘Major Sir Homy Havelock thon suggested that the one way to 
noutralizo the advantago which tho rebels derived from their 
superior speed would be to pursue them with mounted infantry 
armed with Enfield rifles, who would bo able to overtake them 
and keep thom engaged until a supporting foro should ome 
up and annihilate them, Douglas approved of tho idea, and at 
8 o'dock on tho night of tho 18tb, Havelock sot out from the 
noighbouhood of Jogdispur with 60 mounted infantry, under 
orders to make for Avrah, and (honeo move up the loft bank of 
the Son, A. foroe of cavalry followed him ; and at 10 o'clock 
an infantry column was despatched, and pursued a course parallel 
with and north of the robels’ lino of flight, Douglas himself, 
with another infantry column, marched for Armah at daybreak, 
‘Within fow hous the robels found thomeclves headed, and 
turnod round and flod southwards. ‘Their pureuers dogged ther, 
‘ho country was flooded, and tho mounted infantry were up to 
their saddles in wator ; but the rebels were going at a terriflo 
pace, and, though the horeos ropidly beoamo exhausted, the 
‘chase had’ to be maintained. On tho afternoon of the following 
day, Havelock overtook tho roar-guard of the fugitives, drove 
them into a village, and shut them up in it until an infantry 
column came up to his aid, ‘Threo hundred of the rebels wero 
soon destroyed. ‘Two hundred more darted out of the village, 
and maile a desperate effort to rejoin their comrades, but wore 
nuntod down, and shot or sabrod, ‘Tho main body fled on, 
doubling again and again like hares, Still the mounted infantry 
opt up the chase ; but numbers of horses dropped down dead, 
aud every villager whom Havelook questioned about the direction 
which the fugitives had taken lied, On the evening of the 
23rd he got within a few hundred yends of them ; but the horses 
were too tired to be able to pass them; and though sorely 
harassed by the rifles of their purauors, they succeeded in esonp- 
ing iuto the Kaimur hills, 

But there was still no xost for them or for the British, Tt 
vas an oxiom of the Commender-in-Ohiof that no district could bo 
regarded as subdued while a single armed rebel romained within 
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it, Ho thorefore ordered Douglas to dislodge tho fugitives 
from thoir now asylum, ‘Tho undortaking involved extraordinary 
toil and hardship. ‘Tho hills were oovored wwith denso jungle ant 
hugo bouldors, which greatly impoded the progross of tho columns, * 
Tn many places tho ground was #0 slippery that tho baggago 
tmimals fall down. Still Douglas porsovored, Atmianight on tho 
24th of November, ho saw firos burning somo way off in the 
junglo, As silonfly as door-stalkors tho troops kopt along till, 





‘hon they wero within 60 yards of tho ftros, a fow Siguvon rox 
nnd moved off. ‘ho troops chargoi, ‘Tha xobola stole down tho 
hills, ontored the plains, and trioil fo oxoss tho Gangos Dut. tho 
nptains of some atoamors which woro patrolling tho xiver openod 
a 


apon thom, and sont thom flying from tho benk, 'Thoir 
it was now at Inst brokon, ‘They no longer attomptod to 
preserve thoir organization, ‘The loaders flod for their lives, ‘Tho 
rost skulked off by twos and threes to their homes; and, bofore 
tho closo of tho yenr, peace was restored. to the land, 

Shahabad prosents a groat contrast to tho noighbouring district 
of Gay in tho absonoo of tho Buddhist images and tomples which 
‘xo so numerous in that part of anciont Magndha. In tho grontor 
part of the Gayé distriot collections of anotent statamry, gronpod 
under the villago pipai tree and frequently including Buddhist 
soulptures, aro a common sight; but as soon as tho Son is crossed, 
they almost entirely disappear, and with the exception of the 
Asoka insoription at Sasarim, thero is a noticanble absenoo of 
Buddhist remains, Anoiout Findu relics are almost ns rao, tho 
oldest building boing the Mundeswar! tomplo ; and though thers 
aro numerous Brahwanioal tomples, such as those at Baidyauith 
and Deo Barmfrak, fow bolong to a vory early period. ‘Mho 
Muhammadans havo loft far grandor monuments to bear witness 
to their power than tho Hindu rulers of tho distriot; and the 
finost structures now extant boloog to the Siiri dynasty or tho 
‘Mughal period, such as tho magaifloont specimens of sepulohral 
‘rchiteoture at Suserim and Chainpur and tho interesting hill 
forts of Rohtés and Shergarh, Who principal buildings of 
archologioal or historfonl interest aro described in Ohuptor XV, 
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Suananan was one of tho districts statisioally surveyed by Great 
Dr. Buchanan Hamilton in the beginning of tho 19th contuy, c74R40- 
when the boundaries were much the some as at present, except Qnna ur 
that a portion of Mirzipur projected into it aowss tho Karam- puta: 
asf, and along narrow strip of land, now lying in the district of te 
Ghinpur botweon the Gangos nd Gogra, was included in it. 

He cstimated tho aren at 4,087 square miles, with a population of 
1,419,620 souls, giving an average density of 347 to tho square 

mile, In 1849, n roturn based upon the survey of 1844-46 

Showed the arca as 4404 square miles, and the population ns 
1,602,274 or 364 pox aquare mile, ‘Tho first regular census was 

taken in 1872, whon tho enumeration disclosed a total population 

of 1,723,974 persons ; the area was takon at 4,385 squaro miles, 

fd the averago density of the population ws 308 parsons 

per squave mile. ‘The population of the distzit as at prownt 
vonstituted was then 1,710,471, and by tho oonsus of 1881 it had 
fnoreased to 1,949,900. Duxing tho next 10 yonrs there was a 

farther growth amounting to 58 por cont, and in 1891 the 
population was retuned as 2,060,079 persons; the inerense 

Tidien in these two deoades being Iagely dus to tho development 

of cultivation and the influx of immigrants caused hy the opening, 

Sf the Son Canals, ‘This growth of population was, however, not 
sustained, and the consns of 1901 showed a doclins, the number of 
inhabitants recorded being 1,902,696 persms. ‘The principal 
atitice of this oonsus will he found in the statistioal Appendix. 

‘The docrease was in great part duo to tifo causes: tho out csnmns ot 
proak of plague at the time of tho oosus and the general un-10l- 
healthiness of tho dislyict, . Shahabsd had estaped the ravages of 
ploguo until shorly before the omsus, when it broke out in the 
Foad-quartors station, ‘Tho outhreak was not a severe ono and 
the member of deaths reported was small, but the alarm which 
the plague epidenio created was suficient to drive to thoir houses 

thos of the temporary sotilers in the district; ond in the event 
| only. 20,877 foreign-bom malos were found in Shibabéd, as com- 
pared with 78,184 ten yours previously, ‘This loss of temporary 
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settlers affeoted tho results of the enumeration considerably, 
more especially as the increase of population in 1891 was very 
lungely accounted for by immigration. Tt iso noticeable faot thet 
in the Arrah thina alone, which in that year returned an incrosso 
of 12 per oant, as many as 6°6 per cent. of the popalation ware 
immigrants from other distriots ; and, if immigrants are exalndod, 
the district aotually lost as a whole rathor than gained in tho 
decade ending in 1801, a fact duo to tho persistent fover whioh 
‘was never absent sinoo tho year 1879. During tho next decade 
the district maintained its reputation for unhealthiness, it was 
visited by famine, and fover continued to cause great mortality, 
It is nob altogether surprising, therefore, that theso adverse 
‘conditions resulted in a deoreaso in the population amounting to 
97,888 or 47 per cont. ‘Tho falling off was most marked in tho 
Bhabui sub-division, where it was due to the unhoalthioss of the 
dlimate and to the migration of the people to more favoured 
parts of the district, especially during the famine of 1806.07, 
Hlsewhere th docreaso was greatest in the Arrah thina, where it 
may bo wholly asoribed to tho exodus on aocount of tho plaguo. 
‘Tho only thioan that guined ground were Susarkm, Bikramgan} 
‘and Deki, three of the four police circles forming the Saanrim 
sub-division; the area under irrigation is groater here than in 
other parts of the district, and the construction of the Mughalaarai- 
Gaya Railway also caused an influx of Inbour into portions of the 
traot, On the other hand, Piru thina in the head-quarters' sub- 
division, which borders on this tract and which also has a plentiful 
supply of canal water, was practically stationary, 

In the district as a whole thore are 449 persons to tho square 
mile, as compared with the average of 400 per squaro milo 
for the whole of Bengal, and of 653 for the Patna Division ; tho 
density of the population in Shahabad is, in faot, loss than in 
any othor district in the Division except Gaya (487 per square 
tile). It varios oonsidorably in different. parts ; it is in 
the tich and ‘highly oaltivated tracts to the north and north-cast, 
where the people afe prosperous and well-to-do; but decreases 
towards the south and south-oast, where a large area is covered by 
the Kaimur hills, which afford but scanty space for cultivation and 
support a sparse population thinly soattered over the plateau, 
‘Dhose factors result in a marked variation between the northern 
nd southern sub-divisions, as those of Sasiram and Bhabui 
support less than half of the number of persona to the square mile 
which the more fertile areas in the head-quarters and Buxar 
sub-divisions maintain. Statistics of the popolation appear in 
the separate Appendix, from which it will bo soon that the 








THE YROPLE, 83 


pressure of the population on the land is grontest in the Arah 
thins, whore thers is the enormous number of 890 persons to the 
square mile, and that the minimum is readhod in tho thinly 
populated tract comprised in tho Bhabad thina, which with 181 
persons to the square mile is moro sparsely inhabited than any 
traot in South Bihix. 

Bmigration to the Colonies is more popular in Shahibid than Migration, 
clsowhere in Bengal, and during the decade onding in 1901 it 
supplied nearly half of the emigrants from the Province. The 
volume of such permanent migration is, however, small; the total 
number of emigrants in these 10 years was only 7,633; out 
of 1,170 persons registered in Shahabid in tho last year of the 
decade only 543 wero natives of the district; and in 1904 the 
number of emigrants registered was as low as 240. On the other 
hand, a considerable mimber find their way to the labour distriots 
of Assam, and in 1901 that Province contained over 16,000 
emigrants from Shahibéd. The interchange of population with 
the contiguous districts of the United Provinces leaves the number 
of its inhabitants practically unchanged ; at the last omens 42,183 
natives of Ballia, @hizipar, Benares and Mirsipur were residing 
in Shahabéd, while the number of emigrants enumerated in those 
4 districts was 42,880. There is a similar ebb and flow between 
Shahabéd and the adjoining districts in Bengal ; it loses slightly 
to Palimau, bat gains from the South Bihir districts; and the * 
é balance is on the whole in its favour, as the immigrants at the 

last census numbered 36,815 and the emigrants only 23,206, 
; As regards moro distant places in Bengal, the emigrants aro far 
‘more numerous, numbering 77,856 as compared with 3,560 
immigrants, Many inhabitants of Shihabid seek servioo of 
different kinds in Lower Bengal; they are greatly in demand - 
all over tho Provinos as momindérs’ pons ond olubmen ; and 
i large numbers migrate during the winter months in search of 
field-work. ‘They aro specially numerous in Pures, North 
Bengal, Daooa and Csloutia; oa in 1901 gltogother 15,090 
‘migrants were enusmerated in the metropolis, 10,300 of these 
being males, 

‘Shabsbid is distinctly an sgrioultural district; and of tho toms 
ila ipalaion’ Sly Opes ‘oi nsf eben, ete the seen Se, 
of the inhabitants congregating in 6,515 villages. ‘Thore 
cnly six towns, Arrab, Bhabus, Bexar, Dumnon, Jegdiapar and 
Sasarim, with an aggregate population of 118,106; and Axrah 
alone accounts for about two-fifths of the whole umber. At the 
last census all tho towns, exoept Sasarim, showed a decrease, 

‘ which was, however, very slight in the caso of Arrah and was 
i > 
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probably duo to tho appearanco of plague there shortly before 
the enumeration, In Bhabné tho decrease wus heavy, wnd that 
town has now only about the samo number of inhabitants as 
in 1881, 

In oommon with other Bihar distriots, Shahabéd has a masked 
excess of fornales over males, thore being 1,096 fomales to evory 
thousand males, a ratio highor than olsowhere in the distriota 
lying sonth of tho Gangos, ‘The proportion of married. persons in 
also higher than in ony of tho latter districts, viz,,428 out of 1,000 
males and 296 out of every thonsand females. In spite of the 
large number of emigrants from tho district, tho menn ago of the 
population is highor than in other pnats of tho Provines, exoopt in 
Contral Bengal. ‘This is only whut is to booxpeoted in a declining 
population where births are comparetively fow in number: and 


. having regard to the decrease in the population which has taken 


Public 
health, 


Rauen- 
tion. 


Language. 


place, the wonder is that the average ago has not risen to a higher 


re, 

‘The health of the people is dealt with in “Chapter IV, apd 
it will suffice here to say that even in the villages the tondoncy 
of the people is towards aggregation, and that instend of living 
in homlets, each nestling within its own holt of trees, as in 
Bengal, thoy cluster in closely packed villages, usually consisting 
‘of o main street with narrow and ill-ventilated side Innes. 
‘The sanitary conditions are extromely primitivo, while the apathy 
‘of the people and the unwholoome habits to which they are 
rooted render the tnsk of village sanitation on any approciable 
soale most difficult. In tho towns, matters aro botter, as a réfular 
aystom of conservancy is kept up; but mone of them excopt Avrah 
have » pure water-supply, and none possess aiequate drainage 
Like the villages, they suifer from crowded and badly aligned 
looks of houses: intersooted by narrow Innes, and the mortality 
from plague, dysentery and cholera is genorally groater thon in 
the rural areas, 

‘The ediation of the poople ie referred to in Chapter XIV, 
from which it will be soon that they aro backward in this respect, 
especially in tho south of the distriot. 

‘Tho vernacular current over the whole district is the dialeot of 
Bihiri Hindi called Bhojpuri,* after tho prgana of Bhojpur, which 
was formerly the coutre of the power of the Dummaon Raj. This 
dialect, which is spoken by 1,901,358 persons in the district, has 
‘boon characterized as a handy article madg for current use, not too 
muuch encumbered by grammatical subtleties, and suitable to an 


For a foll acount of DBhojpusl, se Gricrt’s Linguistic Survey of India, 
‘Vols V, from which this skotch of tho dialect hes been condenses, 
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alert and active people, In oontenst with tho Maithili dinlect, it 
pronouness the vowel « with the clear sharp-cut eecont henrd all 
over contral Hindustior; and on tho other hand. it possosses a long 
drawled vowel @ which givos a tono to the whole language. “The 
form curront in Shahabfd is the standent Bhojpuri, which 

oxhibits n Ineal poontiavity in preforing the lottor r to ¢ in the 

conjugation of the anxilimy vord (ag., bare, ho is, instead of 
bate). Bhojpuri has soarcoly any indigenous litorature, though 

* a few books have hem printed in it, and numerous songs are 
ourront, auch as the opio of tho cowkerd Lorik, and what Dr. 

viorson calls the Bhojpuzi National Anthom, éc., the song of the 
ick, in which tho many virtuos of the Zéthi aro rehearsed. * The 
character in gonerel uso in writing Bhojpuri is tho Kaithi, but the 

Dovanigari is also used by the eduonted classes. ‘hore is an old 

Delicf that the Kharwars in the south speak a soparnte sub-dinlect, 

but examination has shown that their language is tho samo as the 
ordinary Bhojpuri of the district. 

‘Mubammadans and Kayasths mostly speak the Awadhi disloct 
of Easton Hindi (literally the’ longuoge of Outh); and Dr, 
Grierson considers that this is possibly on example of tho survival 
of the influence of the former Muhammadan contt of Lucknow. 

Tt is estimated that in Shahabid 137,000 porsons speak Awadhi ; 

and this dinloot is also commonly used as a sort of lenguage of, 

politenoss by tho rustics who have pickod it up from their Musal- 
min frionds and imagino it to be the Hinduatini of polite society. 

Tho Devanigaxi and the Kaithi characters are both used in 

waitihg Awadhi; and the Porsian charactor is also ooonsionally 

‘used by the ednonted classes. 

‘The oooupations of the people aro disoussed in Chapter TX, Quspe- 
which shows that. the great majority are dependent for their 
livelihood on agriculture. - 

By xoligion, nearly 98 per cont. of the population are Hindus rmx. 
(1,819,611) and proctioally all the remainder are Mihammadans 01¥. 
(142,218). The latter axe relatively less numerous than in any Hindus 
thor district in Bihar, forming only 7°25 por cont. of the popu- Nv 
lation, a result hardly to be expected considering tho strong foot~ " 
ing they acquired in the south. Hore a number of Rajputs ond 
other Hindu castos turned Musalmin, ‘some being made converts 
‘by foros and others finding substantial advantages in voluntarily 
embracing Islim. Such Muhammadans are not mooimmon in 
several villages in Chainpur, where they still praotiso many Hindu 
customs. Tho chief coniro of the Muhammadans is in Sasarém 
town, where they account for over 42 per cent, of ‘the population, 
Meany of them aro Pathins, who ave probably descended from tho 

De 
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members of the houschold of Hasan Sir Shah and Sher Shah, but 
there wore Muhammadans in the town long before this period and 
the anoostors of tho Sajjada-nasbin were Jukirs there at a much 
earlier time, ‘The leadmg Muhammadan fomilies are, however, 
immigrants of a oomparatively rooont dato, ‘The Chandhis of 
‘Arrah aro, it is tne, said to havo sottled thore in the timo of 
Firos Shah, but other families have come into Shababad at a far 
later time, as aftor the fall of Delhi in 1769 thoro,was an influx 
of mombers of the Muhammadan nobility attached to the Mughal 
court who retired with their followors to tho jagtre thoy hold in 
this district, 

Christians, ‘hero ovo only 875 Christians, mostly of European and Burw 
‘sian desoont. A congrogation of about 50 Native Ohristions is 
attached to the only mission working in tho distriot, tho Gorman 
Fvangelioal Lathoran Mission of Ranchi, This mission has a 
‘branoh at Buxar, whero a German minister educates native orphans 
and conduots evangolistio work, 

Taina, ‘Except for a fow Brahmos, the only other religion represontod 
at the census was that of the Jafns, who number in all 449 and who 
‘aro almost entirely confined to the town of Arrah, It may, how= 
‘evar, be questioned whother the Agraharis* in Sasarim should not 

Sikis, havo boon reoordod ns Sikhs by religion, “Dhis is n onsto following 
tho trnde of cloth and grain morobants, whioh is divided into two 
classes, known as tho Singh Agrahatis and the Muntia Agraharis, 
‘Tho former, who number about 600 persons, profess to be follow. 
ors of the Gura Govind Singh, revere the Granth, and rogand it 
‘a8 an essontial of their religion to keop tho outward sighs of 
Sikhism. In this belief, they abstain from tobaoco, keop their hair 
and beard unshorn, wear the iron Aarad or braoolet, the wooden 
anga or comb, and the kachh or short drawers. ‘Cho other soot, 
tho Munrias, who are numerioally, insignifloant, aro followers of 
Nanak, rovero his’ Gronth and shave like othor Hindus. ‘The 
Agraharis siy they have beon settled in Sasarim for 14 or 16 
generations, and_point to the north as their original home. ‘They 
still observe a form of initiation for outsiders, like the pahu? dx 
amvit of orthodox Sikhs, which they all khduda amrit chakiao ox 
eharna anvil chakhao, and they also keep up the osremony of kara 
parshad or the Sikh rite of éommunion, 

Reuer. ‘In recent yoars tho only religious movements of any noto 

gue x0YR~ ooourred in 1898-04, when there was an outburst of religious excite- 

"ment which found expression in tho anti-king-killing agitation, 
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the ploughmen’s begging movement and the tree-duubing mys- 
tery. ‘Tho first movement appears to have been due to ‘he oo is 
activity of tho Gorakshini Subhas ox associations for the protection 

of cattle, ‘Those socioties, the logitimato object of which is tho 

care of diseased, aged and otherwiso usnless entle, started 

orusndo agninst the killing of kine, sont out es to preach 

thoir doctrines, and collected subscriptions to further their objects. 

‘Tho relations betweon Hindus and Mahammadans soon became 

severcly strained, and in various parts of tho district the fooling 

arousod among the former manifested itself in the resouo of ttle * 
from Muhammadons and in objootions to their slaughtering oxttlo 

and selling the moat, ‘Tho climax of popular excitement was 

finally reached at’ the end of August 1893, when two very serious 

riots ooourred at Koith in tho Sasaram sub-division, In the first 

of thoso 0 large concourse of Hindus aswombled from the neighbour- 

ing villagos and madoa raid on tho Muhammedm butchers of 

oath, who were charged with having caught ond slaughtered a 

Brihmani bull. In revenge for this outrage, the Muhammadans 

made on attack on the Hindu’ quarter, in the course of which 

gins wore used ond soveral persons were severely injured. The 

foots proved at the trials which ennuod ond in tho course of a 

subsoquont looal enquiry showed that a laxgo number of villages 

for several miles round Koath were either directly implicated or 

were in such a disturbed state as to necessitate measures for 

proserving the ponoo ; and a largo body of udditional polico was 

ingly quertored for ono your in Koath and 46 other 














‘Tho ploughmen’s begging movomont, or as it should more Moxgh 
properly be called the Mahideo pj, was a ouxious exhibition of pet's 
religious feeling which oconrred soon afterwards. All plooghmen, matin” 
the story goes, were obliged to give their oaitle “three days’ rest, 
and go round the neighbouring villeges bogging. With the 
prooeeds throo wheaton cakes wre prepared—ono for the plough- 
mman himeslf, ono for his onttle, while ‘tho third had to bo 
huriod under their stalle, ‘This ponanoo was performed by tho 
people in consoquence of a rumour that tho god Mahideo had 
imposed it to oxpiate the sin committed by the agricultural oom- 
munity in overworking their cattle. From a note furnished by 
Mr. 0, A. Oldham, 1.0.8, who was Sub-divisionsl Officer of 
Buxar at the time, it appoars that tho origin of ‘the movement in 
this district was a ramour that a man was ploughing a field when 
‘Mahadeo apposred to him in the form of a Brahman and warned 
him not to plongh exespt with four oxen, ‘Tho ploughman replied 
that it was not his business to say how many oxen should be 
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used, but the business of his master, ‘Tho man's master, who 
appears to hayo bon consulted, declined to allow, four oxon . 
for ono, plough; and the ploughman thon wont on with his 
ploughing. Mabfdoo again apponrod to him in the sumo guiso, 
amd asked him tolook bohind him, As ho did s0, ho noliced 
that his plough and pair of oxon had disappoared, end ho himsolf 
booame suddenly blind. ‘Tho story wont on that Mahédeo noxt 
appoared to his master in a dream, warning him that ho must nse 
four oxon to a plough, ox uso threo, but only plough up to midday. 

“"Mabideo elso’ exhorted him to be moro attentive to his worship 
in futuro, and proscribed tho following paid asa ponmnce, Ue 
was to go round tho counizy-side bogging for 2} mouth’ before 
the Holt fostival carrying a ploughsliaro, and for 2}/mouths aller 
the Holt carying the judth or yoke, and after tho Chaitnomi a 
henga or harrow. To was to broak his waist-stving, (ako ono 
Gorakhpuri. pico with him, ond beg ton other such pico. From 
the ten pioo obtained by begging ho «was to spond oe pico in 
purchasing a now waist-stringjone pico was to bo spent on yl 
for om; one pice to be givon'ty a Bralmm us dukshinds ond 
tho remaining pico wero to bo spent on flour, with which three 
ehapatis wero to bo made in tho cowshed. Ono of these ckapatis 
he was to cat himsélf; the second he was to bury in tle eowshod, 
and the third he was to give to one of his oxen to cat. 

‘hough tho alleged apponranco of Mabadeo was said to Lave 








_ taken place only a day bofore, people flocked in to bathe in tho 


Ganges from all sides of the sub-division, from placos twenty and 
thirty miles away in different direotions, showing that tho rumour 
‘had been spread from villege to village with marvellous rapidity. , 
One of the most remarkuble features of this pa/a was tho sorupu- 
Jous care with which for some wecks the people continued to 
cary out the orders which they supposed: had beon given them 
ly their god, ‘Lhe remarkably claborato nature of this penance 
«gives reason, however, to suppose that it hed boon onrdlully 
thought out, and its inception and spread among the villagors 
‘has been attributed to the offorts of thoso intorostod in the 
Gorakshint agitation to keep the movemont afloat. ° 


thotwe _‘Trou-daubing was another widosprend movement, the meming 


aaching 
oye. 


of which still affords ground for speculation. By tho most reli- 
able reports it commenced nbout the latter ond of February 1894 
in the north-east corner of Bihar in the neighbourhood of tho 
Tonakpur shrine, which lies across the Lordor in Nopal. The 
movement consisfod im marking trees with donbs of mud, in 
which wore stuck hairs of differont animals, builolooe hair ‘and 
pigs’ Inistles prodominaiing. It slowly sproud through the 
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Gangotio districts, costwards into Bhigalpur and Pumea, and : 
westwards through many of the districts of the United Provinces. 
It appeared in a fow places in this district, where it was traced in 
sevoral instances to wandering gangs of eadhus. Asan oxplanation 

of the movoment, it was suggested at the timo that the sign was 
intended as an advertisemont of the shrine of Janakpur; and this 
view was accepted offciily. 

‘Tho following account of tho oharacter of the people is Gunac- 
token from Dr. Grierson’s Linguistic Survey of India:—* The rn” 

coking country is inhabited by a people enriouly orex 
different from the others who speak Bihari dinloots. ‘Th 
form the fighting nation of Hindustan. An alert and aotive 
nationality, with few soruplos and considerable abilities, dearly 
loving a fight for Sghting’s sake, they have spread all over . 
Aryan India, cach mmm ready to carve his fortane out of any 
opportunity which may presont itself to bim. They furnish a * 
rich mino of reoruitmont to the Hindustini army, and, on the 
other band, they took a prominet part in the Mutiny of 1857. 
As fond as an Irishman is of a stick, the long-bonod, stalwart 
Bhojpuri, with his staff in hand, is’ a familiar object striding 
over ficlds far from hishome. ‘Thousands of them have emigrated 
to British Colonics and have returned rich mo ; every year still 
lorgor numbors wander over Northern Bengal and seek employ- 
mont, either honestly, as paiki-béarers, or otherwise as dacoits. 
Livery Bengal zamindér Keops a posse of those men, eupbemisti- 
cally termed darears, to keop his tennnts in order. Caloutta, 
where they are employed, and feared, by the less hervic natives 
of Bengal, is full of them.” 

Tho uumbers and distribution of the castes exceeding 25,000 Pumor, 
yereons are given in the Appendix. ‘The most. numerous Hindu “ - 
‘castes ore the Ahirs, “Brahmans, Rajputs, Koiris and Ohamirs, 
these five castes accounting between them for nearly half of the 
total population. 

‘Numerioally tho strongest ensto is that of the Abirs or ollie; Ais, 
who number 255,781 persons, or 13 por cont. of the inhabitants of 
the district. ‘Their hereditary oocupation is that of herdsmen, but 
‘ath this they oombine cultivation, and a large number have given 

ip pastoral pursuits altogether and ere only tillers ofthe soil. 
They have attoined an unenviable reputation as cattle-lifters and a 
fiimnish moro than their proper quota of the jail population. ‘They 
prodominato in the Arrah thina, whore there are neerly 50,000 
members of the caste. 

Next in order come the Brahmans, who with 207,071 persons Mvihmaas 
account for over one-tenth of the population. ‘They ere most 
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numerous in the Dumraon thins, where they number nearly 
40,000; but tho Brébman has a home in every hamlot as a family 
riost prosiding over the worship and social caremonios of tho * 
village community. ‘They are maintained by thoir religious 
clients (,iyindna), but gront numbers havo taken to agriculturo and 
Aorive their livelihood from the land. 

‘Tho Rajputs, who aro noaly ox mumerous (200,987), are 
porhaps the moat interesting of all tho oastes found in this dietsit ; 
they aro found in larger numbers hore than in any othar distriot 


“in Bengal exoopt Siran, and are largoly the doscondants of tho 


ourly conquorors of Shihabad, ‘hero sooms no doubt that 
Rajputs from Ujjain in Malwa overcome tho Cheros, who had 
established their rule after the downfall of the Gupta dynasty ; 
Raja Bho} is credited with having subdued thom over w largo part 
of tho country and with having brought the pargana of Bhojpur 
undor his control; and tho family xooords of the Rajas of tho 
‘Horihobans clan, who formerly rulod at Bibid, notice a conflict 
between their chiots and tho Choros which lasted for hundreds of 
Yours and finally terminatod in favour of the Rajputs, ‘Tho 
Mabarajas 6 Dumraon axo Ujjain Rajputs, and a number of the 
zamindias in this district belong to the same sub-oasto and are 
Aosoondants of tho immigrant Rajputs who conquored tho Cheros, 
Shortly after the Mubammaden invasion three Ujjain sardre aro 
froquontly montionod in the distriot annals, viz., thoso of Ja 
pur, Dumraon and Buxar; and for a long time they maintained 
thomselves with the stato and power of small potentates, Another 
important sub-onsto is tho Raj Kuar, of which tho Raja of Bhag- 
winpur is one of the leading reprosontatives, ‘Tho family tradition 
rolates that his nnoeaéor was ono of the sons of a Raja of Sikri 
in the United Provinces who quorrelled and agreod to separate,” 
one moving north-west to Jammit, while another came to Shahabad 
and settled in Ohainpur and afterwards in Bhagwampur. As a 
rosult of this settlement, the Savars or Suirs, who’ wore then 
catablished in the Bhabua sub-division, are said to have boon foroed 
to retire southwards and oastwards, ‘There are many other sub- 
nstes of Rajputs, nll of whom appear to have migrated from tho 
north-west, tho Beanins saying that they oame from Majbaulj- 
Barikpur to the west of Mivzipur and the Bais from Baiswara noar 
‘Luoknow; they appear to have begun to immigrate not loss than 
800 years ago ond to have come in a penoouble manner. ‘They 
formed a largo portion of tho Bast India Company's forces, and 
supplied some of its bogt soldiers to the sepoy army, Buchanan 
‘Hamilton estimated that at least 12,000 sepoys wero natives of this 
district, ond many of thom wore given grants of land in lieu of 
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pension, now generally known as “Inglis” or “ Arizi Lino,” on 

which their dosomdants are still settled. ‘Tho prosenos in tho 

e army of a large proportion of Shahabid Rajputs was one of 

+hiof causos whioh rendored this the most disaffected district in 
Bengal during tho Mutiny; among thoso slain at the battle of 
Gujrijganj just before the relief of Arrah were found tho sopoys 

+ of nino difforent regiments ; and it is well known that the Rajputs 
of his own distriot formed tho bulk of Kuar Singh's mutingors, 
‘hey havo now taken to moro poasoable pursuits, and though they 
still furnish somo reoruits for the native army, thoy aro also 
found all over Bengal serving a4 peons, polioomen and darwéns, 
In the distri iteolt thoy aro usually lond owners and cultivators, 
‘and in many cxses ooorpy whole villages, 

‘Though not so strong numerically (82,484), the Babhans, or 
Bhuinhars as they oall thomsalves, may bo ‘mentioned hore, 
as they rank on nearly tho samo level as the two castos just 
mentioned and are ono of the mostimportant castes in the district. 
‘Various traditions as to their origin are ourrent. Ono is to the 
effoot that they are dosoonded from Brahmans who took to agri+ 
oultural pursuits, and one of tho titles thoy clain®is zemindax 
Brahman, Anothor looal legend declares that they wore originally 
drammors to Ravana, King of Lanka, Yet another is that 
Tardsandha, king of Magadha, offorod a grout sacrifice at which a 
Inkh ond a quarter of Brahmans wore roquired to bo prosont. 
‘Tho Diwan did his bost to moot tho demand, but was drivon to oke 
out the looal supply hy distributing snored threads among mombors 
of the lower castes and palming them off on the king os genuine 
Brahmans, Jaristndha’s suspicions being roused by the odd 
appeoranco of somo of the guests, tho Diwin was compelled to 

“guarantee their rospeotability by eating the food which they had. 
cooked; while tho Brahmans thus manufactured, failing to gain 
admission into thoir supposed oaste, hnd to sot up a caste of thofr 
own, the+name of which (Babhan or Babman) is popularly 
supposed to moan a sham Brahman; just as in somo districts 
an inferior Rajput is called a Raut, tho corruption of tho name 
potokening the corruption of theoaste. On the other hand, it has 
been pointed out that Babhan is merely tho Pali form of Brahman, 
and that the word is often found in Asoka’s ediots. It has thero- 
fore beon conjectured that those now known as Babhans remained. 
Buddhists aftr the Brahmans around them had roverted to 
Hinduism, and so the Pali name continued to Le applied to them ; 
while the synonym Bhuinhar is explained as referring to their 
having seized the lands attached to the old Buddhist monasteries. 

. In support of this theory, it may be mentioned that in this 
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Province they are practically confined to Bikar, i., the ancient 
kingdom of Magadha, which long remained the oentre of Buddhism, 
‘Whatever their origin, they stand on much the same lovel as 
Rajputs in this district. Bruhmanical titles, such os Mier, Pinro 
‘nd Tewari, aro usod slong with the Rajput titles of Singh, Tei and 
‘Thakur ; and mombors of other castes accord to them the salutation . 
pranan ordinarily rosorved for Brahmans, while the Babhan 
Tosponds with tho benediction dsirhéd. Like the Rajputs they are 
usually land owners and cultivators; aud like them they are fuixly 
prosperous, as thoy generally have the best ixigated lands, azo not 
too serupulous towards the lower castes, and when thery is likely 
to be a dofcionoy of water or when it is urgently wanted, tako it 
first, whilst the weaker have to wait and perhaps go without 

‘Tho other large castes call for only a brief notice. The Koiris 
(155,264) aro skilful and industrious cultivators, who are the best - 
tenants to be found in the district. They are a purely ogrioultural 
onsto, and also work as market gardeners and rear such crops as 
vogotables, chillies, potatoes and poppy; they are proud of their 
position as adroit cultivators and have been known to outenste 4 
mau for adufterating tho opium produced by him for Govormnont, 

‘Tho Chamérs (121,147) aro ther tauners of the countzy; tho 
skins of all cattle dying within their villoge are their perquisite, 
and, in return for this privilege, they supply and repair tho straps 
of tho villagers’ plough yokes end provide their ucighbours with 
shoes at a cheep rate. Not-unnaturally they have au ill namo as 
cattle poisoers and frequently aro beaten when suspected of this 
nefarious praotice.. ‘The Ohamar is also the village drummer aud 
his wife is the indigenous midwife. 

Among tho Myhammadans the woavor caste, Jolahas, is the 
most numerous (53,495). Like the Chamars they hold a low 
rank in the social community, and both these castes used to bo 
employed by the zamindars as porters. Buchanan Hamilton in 
his. account of Shahabad stated that in his time porters were used. 
to camy the baggage of travellers, and weavers aud shoomakers 
wero generally hold bound to perform this service whonever 
sequired by their landlords, who in retwm exempted thoia from 
ground-ront for their huts, Weaving is their hereditary oocupa- 
tion, but the fabries woven at their hand-looms have beou driven 
out of tho market by the cheap piece-goods imported from Huropo, 
Many of thom have thrown up weaving for egricultaro, and others 
hove taken to sorvice and trade. A considerable proportion 
travel through Bengal trading in cloth, piece-goods snd oarpots, 
setting out at the commencement of the cold weatherand returning 
to thelr homes for the ny season, 
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A companion of vital statistics for any lengthy periods is virau 
rendered impossible hy the changes in the systom of rogistoring ¥"!** 
births and deaths which have taken place from timo to time. In 
1869 the duly of reporting deaths was imposed on tho villogo 
chaukviars, aud in 1876 tho system was extended to births ; but 
tho rotwns received were so incomplete thut they were soo 
discontinued, and, except in towns, deaths alono were registored 
unti] 1892, whon tho colloction of statisties of births as well as of 
+ deaths was} ordered, and the system now in yoguo was introdnoed. 
So far as thoy can*bo neceptod—wnd- they are sufficiently 
ncourato for the purpose of caloulating the approxitate growth 
of tho population—the returns submitted. since that year up 
to tho end of 1904 show that the population of tho distriot has 
inorensed but little, as the excoss of births over deaths is only 
66,000. ‘This result may bo attributed to threo special causes, 
faming, fever anid plague. ~ The poople suffered from'femnine in 
1896.97, and” the vital statistios quickly gave evidence of it 
indirect results, as the birth-rate dropped from 36°50 per mill in 
1896 to 32:90 in the noxt year and to 29:80 in 1898; there was 
thon a sudden rise to 43°50 in 1899, ‘a ratio far above any of thos 
“previously recorded. The mortuary returns afford equally clear 
indications of its effects, as tho death-rate rose suddenly from 
27-70 a thousand in 1896 to 85°50 in 1897, though it declined 
again in tho following year fo 28:40. ‘The inoidenos of fover has 
boon disoussod bolow, and it will swffico hore to say that in 1894, 
whon the number of deaths was nenrly 110,000 or 53 por millo, 
fover was responsible for most of the mortality. Plague is a more 
recent visitation, but the constant epidemics of this diseaso since 
1901 have caused a loss of population amounting to over 40,000, 
During tho period 1802-1900 the district was distinelly 
decadent, as there were 5,000 more deaths thon births ; but 
it las sinoo recovered, and in the 4 yours 1901-04 the incrdsso 
in bisths bas boon very marked, tho ratio varying from 4175 
to 45°70; tho latter Sgure was reached in 1904 and repre~ 
sents o birth-rto higher than auy proviously returned. ‘The 











~ Dissases, 


Rover, 


44 SHAHARAD, 


exooss of bivths over deaths (71,000) during this latter period 
would indeed have been still greater had not the number of the 
latter beon swelled by tho unusual mortality of 1903. In that 
year the returns showed 90,000 deaths, or noarly 40a thousand, a 
figure exceeded only in the exceptionally unhealthy your 1404. 
In the Buxar thana the ratio was as high as 63:22; but the most 
noticouble feature of the mortuary roturns was the oxcossive 
mortality in towns, In Sasorim it was 46°81, in Arcah 53°66, 
and in Jagdispur 6121 0 thousand, the high denth-rate in the 
first town being due to the prevalonos of cholera, and in Arrah 
and Jagdispor to plague, which caused a mortality of 86°04 and 
28-29 per thousand of their population. In 1904 matters im- 
proved somewhat, as there woro only 73,800 deaths, but oven 
s0 the number of deaths recorded was greater than even in the 
famine year of 1897. 

According to the returns, by far the greatest nnmbor of deaths 
are due to fever, from which the district has suffered soveroly for 
many years past, ‘The chauktdér who is responsible for tho 
rotums is not a medical export, and au diagnose only a fow well- 
defined diseases; but it may bo safely assumed that whore, as in 
Shahabad, the mortality asaribed to fovor is unusually high, the 
greater part of the cxooss over tho normal is due to malarial 
affections. ‘The disease has beon more or lees persistent sinoo 
1879; and in tho ten years ending in 1890 the recorded deatl-rate 
varied from 18-7 por mille in Belauti (Shahpur) to 81°8 in the 
Kaxgohar’thine, ‘The worst, year of the deoade was 1886, when 
Shahabid was stigmatized ar the worst distrigt in the whole 
Provinoe in respect of fover mortality, the death-rato ranging from 
30-4 per thousund in tho Sasurim thane to as much os 42-9 in 
Kargahor. In the quinquennium 1885-89, the average mortality 
was higher then in any other part of the Patna Division; and 
in the last year of this period upwards of 90 por cont. of all the 
villages in the district euffered from its ravages. During the next 
decade mortality averaged 24°18 and only twice fell below 20 a 
thousand ; and when the epidemio was at ite height in 1804, the 
number of deaths due to it reached the appalling total of 78,918 
or 8823 per mille, Tho disease was not so prevalent in 190L 
and 1902, but there was a recrudescence in 1908, the deaths 
reoorded being over 57,000. In 1004 the number of deaths 
roturmed as duo to fever was 48,600, or 24-77 as compared with 
21-06 por mille in the whole of the Patna Division. 

‘The causo of the origin sind provalonce of fever in Shahabid is 
uncertain; and it has been suggested at various times that the 
outbreak was connected with the great extension of canals ond 
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Aistributories from the Son irrigation works, and that the disease 
‘was duo to tho fact that they raised tho level of the sub-soil water 
and interfored by their embankments with the natural euxfaco 
drainage of the country. ‘hia view, howover, is not mupported 
hy tho rosulte of rocent research regarding the spread of malarial 
affections ; and it is noteworthy that il, wos no innovation to stop 
the natural drainage, as from time immemorial it has been the 
custom to build ombankments noross its Line and to collect. wator 
in the rade rosorvoirs so formed. Besidos this, tho fever provailed. 
with intonsity in the Gnya distriot for some yours afore it began 
its destewotive march through Shahabéd ; and daring its easlior 
ays at loast it bore little resemblance to tho ordinory malarial 
type, but wns choloraio in its aymptoms ond ropidly fatal. Tthas 
been’ smggested therefore that in Shihabad, as in Gay® ond 
Mongliys, the fever was originally a real epidemic, contagious in 
ils character, which extended northward from the original. scene 
of its ravages in the Burdwin Division, 
. Plague has beon present in rooming epidemics sinoe the year Phgue. 
1900, In that year it was imported from the-neighbouring 
distriots, but only the north-oast of Shahabid was attacked and. 
. the mortality ooused was very slight. In 1901 the disease again 
appeared, and this year the outbreak was much more setious, a8 
over 5,000 deaths wero due to its ravages; but in’ the following 
year the mortality doorensed to 2,280. Plague reoued with 
greater severity-in 1903, when, in spite of the immunity of the 
Aistriot during the 4 months June to September, there were 
altogether 7,600 deaths. ‘In 1904 the opidemio aogounted for no 
less than 10,480 deaths, the death-rato being 5:34 per thousand 
‘of the population ; and in tho first six months of 1905 the disease 
raged with still greater virdlonce and cansed over 18,800 deaths, 
With two exceptions, no district in Bengal has suffared 10 severely * 
from this disease. ‘Throughout these years the disoase has pursued 
a regular course, deoreasing or disappearing entirely in the hot and. 
rainy woather months, reappearing after the rains and reaching its 
climax in the cold weather, ‘The only means employed by the 
people to stamp out the disease aro disinfeotion and the evacuation 
of affected areas, ‘Tho former method is unpopular and has been 
but litfle resortod to. Bvacuation has, however, inerensed in popu 
laxity, as the pooplo, though at frst averse to it, have your by year 
Deoome more ready to leavo thoir housos, and to build temporary 
shelters during the period of the epidemio, 
Aiter fever and plague, the principal diseases aro dysentery, Other 
diarrhea, cholera and small-pox. In 1903 the distriot suffered “#™™ 
i severely from cholera, and lost 612 por mille of its population 
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from this onuse. ‘Tho pidomio provailed from Juno to August, 
causing ovor 10,600 doaths during this poriod; it is xoportod to 
have been aided, by the late commencoment of the monsoon, tho 


+ disoaso diminishing grontly whon rain fell in sufficient quantity 


to flush and cloanso tho sources of drinking supply. » Blindwess 
is nmusnally common, the proportion of persons afllioted (181 par 


*100,000) being greater than in any other district in Bongal 
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otoopt Patna; its provalencs appoars to be duo to tho glare and 
dust accompanying a hot and dry climate, 

Ontside tho municipalitios sanitary efforts are almost a nogli- 
giblo quality. On tho ontbronk of opidemics of cholera, native 
doctors ovo despatched to the affeotod villnges and the worst of 
them aro disinfected ; but the people show an utter disregusd for 
tho commonest sanitary rales, and it is most diffloult to overooma 
tho ois inertie encountered in all glasses where sanitation is cone 
corned, Within municipal areas thero is a aystom of conservancy ; 
night-soil and other refuso aro removed; and steps axe taken to 
proteot the souxoos of water supply. Arrah is, howover, tho only 
town which has a regular system of water supply, an account of 
which will bo found in Ohaptor XCIT, 

Vaccination is compulsory only in municipal areas, whore it 
is performed by vaocinators Who xecoive o fixed sulnry from the 
municipality, “Tn rural avens it is oarsied owt by Lidons0d vaooine 
atom who seooive no salary, but aro allowod to charge a foo of 
2 annas for ouch porson vaodinatod. Tho mumbor of licensed 
yaceinators is continually fluotuating ; but the number employed 
‘at one timo is generally about 100. ‘The work is suporvised by a 
District Inspector, and 48ub-Inspectors, one for each sub-division ; 
all those offers being under tho control of tho Civil Surgeon, 

‘Phe distriot, as a whole, is strongly averse to vaoeination, and 
oporations aro only oarried out with gront difficulty. ‘The samo 
difloulty is experienced in the adjoining districts in which the 
Bhojpuri-spoaking raoos provail ; and Shahabad, Seren, Ghixipur 
and Ballia, which ave all backward distriots, prosont a striking + 
contrast in this respeot to tho Magaht-sponking distriots of Patna 
and Gaya, whore vaccination doos not mest with anything like as 
much opposition among a less virilo and moro amenable people. 
‘Whon it was first introduced the people wore bitterly opposed to 
tho innovation; but finally Rajé Bikeamajit Singh of Damron 





consented, on the persuasion of the Collector, to vucoinate his 


grandsons, and this example had a most benoficial influenoo, ‘The 
majority of the population is sill hostile to vaccination; and the 
general indifference to the protection thus afforded may be illus- 
trated. by the faot that ns recently as the year 1900-01 only 11-78 
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. pat mille of the population wore snovessfully vaooinated. In spite 

of the fact that plaguo prosntot on widitional diffoulty and 

impoilod tho work considerably, tho'year 1904-05 showed a grent “4 

improvement on thos fignres, as dining that yor 38,611 persons 

(20:93 per millo) wery snocossfully vaocinatod ; but the mtio was 

alill much lowor than that for tho Provinoo ax a whole (27°26), 

and during tho provious five yous itwas oly 17°87 08 against 

25:96 for tho wholo ot Bongni, Statistion of vaosinatio. fm 

1892-08 to 1901-02 will be fond in tho Appondix, 

‘Tho nnmber of modiont institutions in tho dishriot has am 

than doubled within the last 30 years, and thoro aro now 13. dis Esser" 

ponsarios, of which the oldest and most important is that in Avrah 

town, established in 1800, Bosides this, thoro aro dispensavios at c 

Gach of tho snb-divisional hend-quartors Buxor, Sasurkin ond . 

Bhabui, and ot Akbrepux, Debi, Damron, Jogdispax, Nisxiganj . 

and Suvajpuen, ‘ho othor institntions of this kind nro those 

situnotd nt Sikronl, Koith and Basan, which are kept up by the 

Publio Works Dopnvémont for tho medioat relief of thoso employed 

in connection with tho canals and of tho general population of tho 

locality. By far tho laxgest numbor of pationts ao troated for 

. fover and noxt to that for skin disonses, Ontarnct operations: 

awe vory numerous, and during the poriod 1896-1900 sticoosxtnl 
operations of this nature were performed in tho ono of 831 women 
amd 744 mon, Statistios of tho daily attendance, indoor and 
ont door, aro given in tho Appondix; and the followhyg tablos 
give tho aliont foots for 1904 :— 
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OHAPTER V. 


AGRIOULIURE AND PORUSTS. 


SuanAvaD is naturally divided into two well dofned tracts, @mman 
tho agrioultural conditions of which aro widely different, ‘The siowa, 
southern portion is oooupiod by the Kaimur hills, an area of 
undulating platoan, mostly covered with junglo, thinly inhabited 
and sparsely cultivated, ‘Tho oontral and northom portions of 
tho district on th othar hand aro fully oultivated and sustain 
‘ namerous population, 

The groater part of the platows is unfit for cultivation owing 
to its rocky natre and to the forost growth which covers it, 
‘Thore aro no facilities for imigation; only a fow villages aro 
found soattored over tho tablegland ; and cultivation is confined 
to tho lands in their immodiato vicinity. ‘Tho attention of 
the xyots is chiefly dovoted to tho oultivation of the narrow 
valleys and dopressions lying botwoon the higher ridges which 
break tho surfaco of the platoay, as thoso valleys contain arich soil, 
aro well watered by springs and produco oxoollent rice, Wheat, 
Darley and mustard aro raiged on tho ftolds surrounding their 
homesteads, which aro protooted by hedges of dry thoms against 
the ravages of wild pig and other animals; and a considerable 
spa0o is also cloared round enoh village for grazing, In the rainy 
senson thoso lands afford abundent pastarago, but axe generally 
dry and arid in tho hot weather; they are kept dear by being 
ploughed after long fallows and aro then sown with pulse, 

North of tho hills, tho country consists of old allavinm, oxcopt 
for a navrow strip of rooont alluvium botwoon the old Paina-Boxar 
road and the Ganges. ‘Tho latter tract is regulanly flooded by tho 
Gangos ; and, exoopt for tho villages and plantations on higher 
ground, it usually continues under water for four months during 
tho rainy season, ‘Tho periodjoal deposits of river i 
a porfootly level. surfaoo, and tho soil thus fertilized produces 
magnifloent oold woather crops, ‘Tho land is ploughed as soon as 
the water rooodos, and is thon sown with wheat, barley, pulse and 
other food-crops, which require but little oare and assistance 
to yiold abundant harvests, ‘Tho remainder of the district is 
gonorally flat, but has a oonsiderable slope northwards, Rico is 
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tho principal crop, but the rainfall is often insufiiciont to bring it 
to maturity and hus to be supplemented by artificial irrigation, 
either from the network of channels and distribataries issuing from 
the Son Canals, or from tho artificial reservoirs (ahards) for which 
‘tho broken surface affords facilities, 
In the whole district* 2,878 squaro milos are cultivated, 584 

square miles boing irgatd from the canals, and the amount of 
oulturable waste is reported to be 312 square miles, Altos 
114 square miles aro twice cropped ; and an astonishing varioty ‘at 
staples are raised, several orops, such as gram, wheat, sosamum 
and linseed, being sometimes grown in tho samo fold, 

Clay is tho characteristio soil in the distriot and is tho basis 
of all the other soil formations, Admixturos of sand alter its 
texture and quality, and tho soil is designated clayoy or sandy, 
according as clay or sand predominates, loams coming botwoon 
two extremes. Clayay soils are generally known as kewl, 
matiyar, karail ond gurmat; the distinotion between each is mainly 
one of tenacity and colour, and the commonest is karail, whioh 
is mostly clay. ‘This provails through tho whole of tho distriet 
west of tho Arrah-Sasarim road and north of the Grand ‘Trunk 
Rona; it is fairly retentive of moisture and is well suited both 
for rioo and rabi crops, suoh as wheat, linseod, lontils and gram, 
‘the orop chosen depending on the level of the land and the 
possibility of irrigation. Loamy soils, the common name for 
which is doras, prodominato south of the Grand Trunk Road, where 
they aro annually fertilized by the hill streams, but they aro also 
common in the canal irrigation area, Doras is a rioh loam which 
grows good crops of rice, sugarcane, poppy, mustard and linsood ; 
the namo is frequently applied to soil in tho immediate vicinity of 
village sites, and is distinguished from loams farther afield by such 
designations as difi, goenr, otc. Sandy soil is gonorally called daimat 
or balsundar, and differs from loam merely in containing a greater 
percentage of sand; whero it is of very loose texture, it is often 
mown as dias, and when it is on » high level and hard enough 
to allow the water to flow readily off, it is called ¢anr. Soils 
consisting chiefly of fine sand (0a! or Benga) are common along a 
strip three miles broad on the west bank of the Son, and require 
continuous irrigation to enable them to produoe good orops; but, 
1s a rule sandy soils whioh contain a larger proportion of olay aro 
the best available for the oultivation of rica, if they are benefited 
by canal irrigation. In the hills, the ecil in tho snnoer-shapod 


























‘¢ ho figures showing tho area nnder cultivation and irrigation and the acroago 
‘of various crops are the averages for tho 5 years ending in 1008-04, 
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valleys found between the undulating ridges consist of a rich 
jo mould swept down from above; and the low-lying 
strip along the Ganges consists of recent alluvium, knowa 
lovally as fadai, which is periodically fortilized by fresh deposits 
of silt, 

‘Phe crops grown in Shéhabid are divided into three great Pasworras 
divisions, tho aphan, bhadoi ant rahi orops. ‘The aglani is the 
winter crop of rice which is out in tho month of Aghan 
(Novembor-Deoomber), the dhadoi is the early or autumn orop, 
reaped in tho month of Bhido (August-September), consisting 
of 60 days rios, marud, kodo, Indian-corn, millets and less impox- 
tant grains ; while the rabi crop, which is so called because it is 
harvested in the spring (rabi), includes euch cold-weather orops a8 
wheat, barley, oats and pulses. Out of tho total oropped aren 
66 por cent. grows aghani, 21°8 per cont, grows rati, and only 
in 122 por cont. aro dhadoi crops raised." {Tho lattor is, therefore, 
relatively an unimportant crop, and the people aro mainly 
depondent on the ashani rics. This is grown mostly in tho 
neighbourhood of tho canals and in the south of tho district; the 
hond-quarters sub-division and the land to the north along which 
tho line of tho Hast Indian Railway is carried aro chiofly 
devoted to rabi. 

Rive, which occupies a normal aren of 1,200,000 aores or 67°5 Rice. 
per cont, of the whole oropped ron, forms the staple orop of the 
district. ‘Tho aghani or winter rios forms the greater part of this 4skant 
crop and is raised on over 1,200,000 acres. It is sown broadcast "* 
after the commencement of the rains in June or July on lands 
selected for sood nurseries, which have proviously been ploughed 
three or four times, After 4 or 6 wosks, when the young plants 
are about a foot high, they are generally transplanted ; each plant 
is pulled out from the land, which is soft with standing water, and 
planted again, in rows'from 2 to 8 inches apart, in flooded fields, 
which have been reploughed till the whole surface is reduced to a 
mud. ‘The xioe is then left to mature, with the aid of water, till 
towards the end of September. ‘The water is then drained off and 
the ficlds aro allowed to dry for 15 days, and at the end of that 
time thoy are again flooded. It is this practic, known as nigar, 
which makes the rainfall or, failing that, irrigation essential to 
a successful harvest. ‘Those late rains (the Hathiya) aro the most 
important in the year, as not ouly are they required to bring the 
winter crop to maturity, but also to provide moisture for the 
sowing of the rabi crops. Should no rain full at this period, or 
if water connot be procured from artificial souroos, the plants 
will wither and become only fit for fodder; but if soasonable 
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showers fall or the crops are watered from alards or canals, the 
ioe comes to maturity in November or Decomber. 

‘Somo winter vioo known os Udwag is not transplanto 
sown broadcast on low lnnds of tho coommonoomont of the ruins, 
‘andalgo in years in which thore has not boon sufficiont moisture to 
allow of transplantation at tho propor timo, ‘Tho biadoi rico, 
which covers 67,000 nares, is also sown broadonat in Juno or 
Tuly and not transplanted ; ib is rogarded us a 60 days crop, 
and is gonorally harvested in August or Seytombor, horo is 
anothor kind of rico, known as the Joro or apring vioo, whol is 
sown in January, transplanted after a month and out in April, 
Tt is grown only on marsh lands and in tho bods of shallow xivers, 
and the area oultivatod with it is inoonsiderablo, 

‘A. notigeable feature of rioo oultivation is tho way in 
which it is oonducted religiously aooording to Iunax* astorisms 
(nachhatiras), ‘Tho sood-bods throughout tho country aro, if 
possible, sown within a poriod of 15 days, oallod tho dra 
nachhativa, which laste from about tho 20th Juno to tho’ 6th 
Tuly. ‘Transplantation from tho sood-bods goos on during tho 
Punarbas, Purh ond Asres nachhattras (18th Fuly—15th August). 
‘Whe water on the fields in which tho young plant has grown 
up after transplantation is rogularly drainod off in tho Udw 
narhhativa (12h—2bth Soptombex), « poriod whon, as « rulo, thoro 
is little rain; and after tho exposiro of tho soil to tho air 
and sun, tho usual hoary rain of the Hathiya nachhatira (20th 
Septomber—7th Ootobor) ia awaitod. After this, itis tho univorsal 
custom to keop tho fields wot during tho Chitra nachhattra (8th— 
20th Ostober) ; and at tho commencomont of tho Sivadi nach. 
attra (élat Ootober—Srd Novombor) thoy aro again drained, 
and the paddy is left to itself till tho Disdkia nachhatira (4th— 
16th November) when it is out, 

Although there aro sometimes slight variations in the timos 
of sowing and transplanting from those given above, yet tho 
cultivators aro olways oxtremely strict in draining off tho water 
from tho fleds in tho Vira nachhatira, It may bo said that every 
cultivator begins, if ho possibly oa, to lot off the water 
on tho first day of that nacihatira, and this is dono, without 
any hesitation, in tho country commanded by tho canals, 
because tho cultivator looks to the Iivigation authorities to supply 
him with water, whothor the Ha/hiya xain fails entirely or not. It 
is generally agrood that after this draining (niger), rico plants 











* As tho naahhatéras aro caloutatod according to phason of the moon, tay vaty 
lightly from English dates; but tho groatast variation iv ouly 6 days, 7 
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cannot exist for more than from 15 to 20 days, unless watered, 
without rapid deterioration; and as no ryot will under any oir 
cumstances take wator till the Hathiya nachhatéra|has commenced, 

the Canal Department is called upon to irrigate within a very 

fow days overy ooro under lease, If wator is delayed a week 
after it is wanted at this stage, tho orop suffers; if it is delayed 
throo wooks, it withers beyond rederaption. 

Tho biadot crops require plonty of rin with intervals of meas 
‘ght sanshino to bring them to maturity, and constont wooding °p* 
is nocossary for n good harvest, he time of sowing depends in 
the breaking of the monsoon; if tho rainfall is early, they aro 
sown in tho beginning of Juno ; but they oan bo ‘sown as late as 
the middle of July without the prospect of the erop being lost. 
‘Harvesting usually extends from the 1th July to the 16th 
October. 

‘Pho principal Uladbi orop is maize (Zea maya), or Indian-corn 
(makai), which i ised on 51,000 aores; it is sown from tho 20th 
Tuno to tho 20th July, and cut from the 15th July to the 15th 
Angust, Bosidos being consumed in the form of broad, or as aut/u 
the young ears, while still green, are often parched in the oob, and 
so eaton, Next in importance to maize comes marud (Zleusine 
coracand), © yaluablo millet oooupying nearly 49,000 aores, 
whioh is grown from tho 15th Juno to the 20th July, and cut from 
the 15th August to the 15th Ootober. It is partly sown hroadoast 
snd partly transplanted to ground that afterwards gives a winter 
aop. ‘Tho grain is largely consumed by the poorer olasses in the 
form of satfu, cr is converted into flour and made into a coarse 
‘broad; in bed seasons, when the rioo crop fails, it supports the 
people till the epring crops have been harvested. Janerd, a speoies 
of Holous, is often sown together with Indian-oorn and is gouer- 
ally out in September, Among millets jowar (Sorghum oulgare) is 
grown on 8,000 acres, and daira or spiked millot (Pennisetum 
{yphoidoum) on 4,000 acres; they are sown in July and reaped in 
the beginning of the cold weather. odo (Paspalum scrobioulatum) 
is sown from tho 20th June to the Sist July, and out from the 
19th Septomber to the 3rd Deoomber. Itis a millet cheaper than 
rice, which is popular with the poorer classes, as it oan be readily 
grown on an inferior sol ; it is eaten boiled like rico or sometimes 
in chapatis, but is not very nutritious. ‘The chiet oilseed grown. 
at this time of the yonr is ti or gingelly (Sesamum indicum) which 
is sown in July and reaped in Soptembor ; its total acreage is, 
however, only 1,600 ares. Tho castor-oil plant (Ricinus communia) 
is cown from the 20th June to the Ist August and is out from 
the 29th Deember to the 30th April, 
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Ploughing of the fiolds for the rabi crops commences early in 
the rains and is continued at convenient intervals, sufficient time 
being given to allow the uptumed soil to be exposed to the air. 
In the onse of clay soils in unizrigated parts, more froquent 
ploughing is noovssary for all rabi crops, because otherwise tho 
soil would become so hard that, if thero was no rain at the 
sowing time, a orop could not be sown. ‘Tho timo of sowing 
rabi is generally regulated by two ciroumstanoes—tho heavy rains 
of the Hathiya nachiattra (26th September to 7th Ootober) and 
the approaching oold season. If sown too Jato, the plants will 
not become strong enough to resist tho oold ; if sown too early, 
the heavy rain will probably drown the seed and sprouting orop, 
and so necessitate re-sowing. ‘Tho cultivators are thus anxious to 
sow as soon as the heavy rains have ceased, and the goneral rule 
ia that the proper time for sowing most rabi crops is the China 
nachhattra (8th to 20th Ootober) and that it must not be delayed 
beyond the Sivati nasiiatira (21st Ootober—8rd November). A 
sufficiontsupply of wator is essential at this timo ; lator on sovoral 
watorings are required, and if thore is no rain, tho orops have to 
depend on well irrigation. ‘Thoy are finally harvested betwoon 
the last week of February and the middle of April, 

‘Tho most important of the cereals is wheat, which ocoupies 
altogether 122,000 acres, It is generally sown brondoast on 
sandy soil, and requires as a rule 4 watorings. It is frequently 
sown on lands from which a orop of early rice has been taken, 
and is often sown together with barley, or with gram, mustard, 
or linseed. ‘The stubble is grazod by osttle, and tho pounded 
straw (U/itea) is used as fodder. Tess then hulf the area under 
wheat is oooupied by berloy (Hordeum eulgare), which is sown 
partly with wheat, partly by itself, and partly with pulso. Like 
wheat, barley is sown brondoast and requires 4 watorings. 

‘The other great class of rabi crops consists of pulses, of 
which gram or but (Cicer arietinum) is by far the most extensively 
grown, over 67,000 acres being given up to it. Besides forming 
fn excellent fodder for fattening horses, this pulse is enten by 
the natives in all stages of its growth. ‘The young leaf is eaton 
and the grain is split and converted into dal, or pounded into 
tatiu. Among other orops may be mentioned peas, the clita millet 
(Banioum miliaoeum), kurths (Doliohos biflorus) and various pulses 
and lentils, such as rahar (Cajanus indicus), mast (2reum dens) 
and kicsori (Lathyrus aatieua). ‘The crop last named is frequently 
sown broadcast among the rico stubble. It requires no care ; 
and the grain is eaten by the poorer classes, who, unlike the 
people of Eastern Bengal, have no prejudice against its use, 
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i Oilsceds occupy but a minor position among the rabi orops, iteets, 
Tho chicf is linseed (Linum usitatissimum) which is grown on 
10,000 acres ; like gram, it is sown in tho standing aghant rico 

about a fortnight bofore it is out, Mustard (Sinapis nigra) 
accounts, with rape, for 5,000 aores ; it is sown from the 15th 
October to the 20th November, and out from the 25th Decomber 

to tho 28th Fobrunry, but very littlo is lett on the ground after 

the beginning of February. 

‘The Sve crops aro inoonsiderable ; only 500 acres are under other 
cotton and 1,500 aores under other fibres. Indigo was formerly 
grown to some extent, and the remains of old factories may be 
soen in difforent parts of tho district, but the industry is now 
(1905) practically extinct, and it is reported that tho cultivation 
is confined to 500 acres. By far the most important of the other 
crops are sugarcane and opium. ‘The former, which is now sugar 
cultivated extensively, oovers 36,000 acres, and is one of the most “™*- 
valuable crops in the district. It is planted in February or March, 
and ooonpies the ground till the beginning of the noxt year, the 
orop taking as a rulo 10 or 11 months toripen. It is planted in 
cuttings of about a foot in length, in rows about 2 feot apart, 
‘When the plant bogins to sprout, it is well watered and the 
surrounding oarth is loosened. Bach plant grows into a cluster of 
canes, which aro genorally ready for culting in Janumy or 
February, ‘The crop requires great oare, and must have 7 or 8 
waterings, oven if tho other crops have to do without water in 
‘consequence. 

‘The production of opium is sonrosy less important, 98 Opium, 
thongh the poppy is grown only on 18,500 acres, or about half 
of th area under sugarcane, the price obtained for the crude 
opium rendors it a very valuable crop. ‘The production of 
opium is a Government monopoly, and no person is allowed to 
grow poppy excopt on aocount of Government. Annual engage- 
ments are entered into hy the cultivators, who, in consideration of 
the payment: of an advance, agree to cultivate a certain quantity 
of land with poppy and to deliver the whole of the opium produced 
to the Government at a xate fixed according to its consistence, but 
subject to deductions for inferiority of quality. ‘The best soil for 
poppy is loam, so situated that it oan bo highly manured and easily 
irrigated, and for this reason homestend land is generally selected. 

‘he cultivation requires much attention throughout the growth of 
the plant, From the commencement of tho rains in June until 
October the ground is prepared by repeated ploughings, weetings 
and manuring, and tho seod is sown in November. Several water 
ings and weedings are ordinarily necessary beforothe plant reeches 
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maturity in February. After tho plant has flowered, the first 
process is to remove the petals, which are preserved, to be used 
afterwards as coverings for the opium cakes. Tho opium is then 
collected during the months of Fobruary «nd March, by soarifying 
tho onpsules in the afternoon with an iron instrument and scraping 
off tho oxndation the noxt morning. In the boginning of April 
tho oaltivators bring in their opium to the woighmont contros of 
tho differont Sub-Agencies, whore it is examined and weighod, 
and the balance duo aocanding to the Opium Offio’s valuation 
is paid to thom, Final adjustmonts are mado in August after 
tho value of the drag has boon ascortainod by assay at the Patna 
Faotory, where the final process of preparing the drug in balls or 
cakos is conducted. 


Frit snd Among the cultivated fruits the commonest aro the plantain, 
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Si mango, orange, lemon, ich (Nephelium litehi), jack fruit (Arvooarpus 
inlegrifolia) ond custard-apple (Anona sgvamoea). ‘The dato-palm is 
cultivated for tho sake of its juice, from which a liquor, ¢ari, is 
manufactured, ‘Tho maiud flower is wed for tho manufacture of 
‘country spirit, and is also eaten by tho poorer claasos, espooially by 
those living near tho jungles. Vegetables aro cultivated in garden 
plots for househola uso, and also on a laygor soale in tho noigh- 
Bourhood of towns. ‘Tho most extensively grown aro tho egg-plant 
or baigun (Solanum Melongena), ground-nut (Trishosanthes dioica), 
pumpkin (Zagenaria eulgaris) and gourd (Benincasa cerifera), 
‘which aro grown in the rains, while in the wintor oarrots, radishos, 
potatoes and melons aro cultivated. Among condiments tho 
favourite is tho chilli, which is grown all the your round; carraway 
(ard), coriander (dhaniya) and anisood (eonf) are all cultivated 
from October to March. Carraway and aniseed are largely grown 
in the Bhabu& sub-division, whenoo they are exported to other 
districts. 

Buchanan Hamilton estimated that out of a total area of 4,087 
square miles, as many as 1,746 square miles were waste. Of this 
area 764 square miles were oooupied by hills and table-land, while 
672 square miles consisted of forests, jungles, and deserted villages 
and fields ; and he left it on record that the Iands near Nokh& had 
not yot rodovered from the desolation caused hy tho wars of Kisim 
Als, and that in some parganas a large portion of the land was 
either evergrown with stunted woods or had lately been deserted, 
Bren as late os the Mutiny, the ooantry round Jagdispur was 
covered with dense jungle in which the mutineers found a secure 
retreat; sod Gorersimest wen OMiged to havo it cloured in cedar to 
deprive tho rebels of their stronghold. ‘The tzackless jungle, cover. 
ing an ares of over 25,000 acres, was cleared ; and the land is now 
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entirely under cultivation and supports a numerous and thriving 
peasantry. ‘The greatest extension, howover, of tho cultivated area 
ooourred after the introduction of oanals; many tracts of sand 
and jungle were brought under the plough; and the cultivation of 
rioo rapidly inorensed, Tn tho hoginning of the 19th century it was 
estimatod that 2,207 square miles or 66 por oont, of the district 
wore oooupiod by fields, gardens, plantations and houses; shortly 
before tho oomplotion of tho canals, tho cultivated area was taken 
to bo 1,690,000 acres or 60 per cont, of the district area; and 
now the normal area under cultivation is over 1,900,000 acres 
ox 70°25 por cont. of tho whole district, 

‘ho inoreaso in tho produotion of rioe sinoo the inception of the 
canal systom has boon most marked, for whereas the aroa under 
that orop in 1876 was 800,000 acres, the normal area oooupicd 
hy it is now noarly 1,800,000 acres. Not loss signifioant has been 
the dovelopmont of sugareane, a orop which has grown immensely 
in importanoo of reoont yours. So great is tho nocossity of water 
for its vigorous growth that its cultivation before tho ora of canals 
involved almost prohibitive Inbour on well irrigation; this diff. 
oulty was romoved by tho rogular supply of water afforded by tho 
‘canals; and in the last 30 yours th growth of the plant has boon 
widely oxtonded. A powerful stimulus has also hoon given to the 
industry by tho introduotion of tho iron roller mills workod by 
‘bullock power, inventod in 1874 by the propristors of the Bihia 
estato and henoo known os the Bihit mille. Somo yours indeod 
elapsed before their great superiority over tho rude machines in 
‘use was recognized; but the ryot in spite of his conservatism 
learnt to epprociate their advantages; their popularity is now 
firmly established; and tho old fashioned appliancos which nooes- 
sitatod the outting up of the oane and extracted a moro fraotion 
of tho juioo are now no longer seen. 

‘Tho oultivation of poppy has on the other hand dooronsed, as 
your by year it is booming loss profitable to tho xyots. ‘Tho plant 
js dolionto; a thoroughly favourable year comes only ab uncertain 
intervals; and tho cultivators have had to contend with a number 
of bad soasons, There is accordingly a marked tondenoy to with- 
draw from an industry #0 prooarious and to substitute the more 
robust ooreals or such paying orops as sugarcane, chilliesand vegeta- 
bles. ‘This movement has boon quickened by the fact that the value 
cf ceroals has inoreased of rooont yours, while the price paid for 
the ornde drug remains stationary; and in tho last deonde the area 
‘under poppy has decreased from 80,000 to 16,000 acres (1903-04), 

‘An oxp 
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conducted; but even in tho neighbouring villages the oultivators 
aro slow to profit by the results attained. ‘Practically the only 
innovation which has found favour with the poople is the Bihit 
sugarcane mill mentioned above. 

‘From tho figaros givon in the Appondix it will bo soo that 
Tittle advamtago has boon taken of tho Land Improvement ond 
Agrioulturiste’ Loans Asta; tho only poriod during which any laxge 
sum was advanced was that of tho last famine, whon Its, 75,000 
‘was paid to cultivators under tho latior Act, ‘Thoeo advances aro 
dovotod to tho purchase of seed, whilo thoso mado wnder tho 
Land Improvement Act axe spent in gilandasi,t.., tho maintenanea 
and repair of artificial embankments and resorvoirs, 

‘The cattle raised in tho district aro generally of a yery medi- 
ore stamp; little or no care is taken in seleoting bulls for brood 
ing, immature, or poor specimens being used; and the Brahman, 
or dedicated, bulls are usually no better than their fellows, though 
the frecdom with which they are allowed to graze keeps them in 
better condition, ‘Tho stock has little chance of improvement, a8, 
besides the want of carcful and aystematio breeding, thore is groat 
difficulty in obtaining pasturage, ‘Tho herds near the hills aro 
driven up to the grazing lands on the platoau, but in the plains all 
the Innd available has boen given up to oultivation; and the 
caltle have to bo content with the soanty herbage found in the avid 
ficlds, or aro stall-fod on klesdri or chopped rico straw. Attempts 
havo boon mado to improve tho strain; a Hisstr bull is kept on 
the Govornment estate of Nasriganj, his services being given 
freo ; and tho ryots readily buy the cattle bred from the bulls at 
tho Buxar oentral jail. Apart, howover, from the quostion whothor 
heavy Hissix bulls are fit for serving the light and often fooble 
cows indigenous to the country, these bulls only affect the strain 
of cattle in the nefghboushood ; and itis roported that no general 
improvement in the stook oan be observed. 

‘Buffaloes aro employed for agrioultural purposes and for other 
slow draught work, but ohiofly for the milk which they yield in 
largo quantitios, Pigs of the usual omnivorous kind are kept by 
tho lowest castos ; and goats aro brod in almost every village. 

‘Pho district contains one Veterinary Dispensary at Dumraon, 
which caries on a useful work and is much appreciated by the 
public, ‘Tho most prevalent disenso among cattle is xinderpest, 
‘which was particularly rifo im 1904-05, when it caused no less 
than 4,226 deaths. 

‘Tho only forests in the district are those scattered over the 
Koimur hills; the growth, however, is not luxuriant, and there 
is now no large timber left, ‘The first scientific examination of 
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‘these forosts appoars to havo boon made in 1872, when an officer of 
the Forest Department visited the plateau. ‘The result was dis. 
appointing ; not one tree was mot with from which a 20-foot 
‘eam could be out ; tho height and girth of most of the trees 
-woro small, ond it was xeportod that the timber was not worth 
conserving. ‘The local officers thereupon pointed out that owing to 
tho absonoo of any system of consorvanoy in the past, the forests 
had suffered from rodkloss clearance and repented conflagrations, 
and they urged that it was advisable to develop what remained 
and fo stop tho indisoriminato destruction which was going on, 
As a result of this reprecentation, an Assistant Consorvator was 
sont in 1876 to re-examine the tract; and ho reported that 
thongh the forest on the Rohtts plateau was inferior, the dopes 
were fairly wooded, bamboos wero plentiful, and the mixed forest 
contained a fair amount of sida, persar, Khair and ebony. On the 
Bobol table-lond eal and a considerable growth of cbony was 
found, and the Bans-i-Khoh valley contained an cbony forest 
in which that tree grow to fine dimonsions, Nono of the blocks 
contained much large timber, but thore was a fair amount of 
young growth ; and it was held that large timber would be pro- 
‘uoed if the forests wore protected against reckless oulting. ‘The 
Conservator accordingly recommended that they should bo reserv- 
od; and Government, having decided to reserve an aroa cf 88 
niles divided into 4 blocks (the Rohtas platonn, the Rohtas slopes, 
‘the Rebal plateau and tho Bans-i-Khoh), a notification was issted 
in September 1876 declaring them Forest Reserves. It was subso- 
quently ascertained, howeror, that this notification included arens 
which were not the property of Government; and it was aosord- 
ingly cancelled in 1879. Sinoo that time nothing has been done 
systematically to proteot and develop the natural forest growth. 
‘The southern half of tho Rohtas plateau is almost completely 
denuded, and even the northern part is very poorly stocked; 
it is oovered for the most part with scrub jungle and there is 
no continuous area of large timber ; but some fino trees grow 
near the Fort which give the grounds a park-like appearanco, 
On the Rehal plateau there are some patches of fair timber, but 
the sa7 is stunted and of small dimensions, and tho old trees are 
gnarled and twisted. ‘Timber of all sorts appears to deony early, 
and the si? grows in norrow irregular belts interspersed with 
mixed forest of inferior charactor. Praotioally tho only article of 
export is hamboos, which grow in great profusion along tho slopes 
of the hills and plateau, 
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OHAPTER VI. 

IRRIGATION, 
‘Tur agrioultural prosperity of the district depends on artificial 
imigation, without which mavy tracts would bo uncultivated 
‘waste, and the land would bo unablo to grow sufficient food-arops 
to sustain its population, ‘Tho threo groat sources of ixrigation 
aro aharés or artificial reservoirs, wells and the Son Canale, all of 
which help to supplement the natural supply of wator and to 
componsnto for its inadequacy or untimely distzibution. 

‘Dhe systom of imigation by means of a/arde is an indigenous 
mothod whioh has been practised from timo immomorial, and was 
clearly doveloped in ovdor to mako the most of a limited rainfall, 
The country slopes gradually from the south-east corner of the 
istriot towards tho west ond north, with an averago fall north. 
wards of 8 foot in tho mile, ‘Sho rain-water quiokly rune off ¢ 
slope; tho soil, which consists of old alluvium, is unable to absorb 
or rotain it; and tho otltivation of the xieo orop, on which tho 
welfare of tho pooplo depends, would be impossible, it tho wator 
swore not impounded. ‘This in effogted by means of low embank- 
monts thrown up in the depressions lying betwoon the ridgos and 
gentle undulations which brenk tho surfaco of the country. ‘Tho 
Tong shallow tanks thus formed, which aro known as ahards or 
Mhasdnas (vesorvoirs), constitute artificial oatchmont basins which 
reoaive the water coming down from the adjacent lands, and by 
interoopting the line of drainage, prevent it from flowing off to 
the north and leaving the soil dovoid of moisture, ‘heir utility is 
farther inorensed in somo ouses by long water channels (pains), 
constructed 4o the nearest stream ox water-course, Which lead into 
them the water which would otherwise flow past tho folds, and 
thus make them the reooptacle of all the water available in the 
neighbourhood. ‘These reservoirs contain a store of water whioh 
in yours of ample and well distributed rainfall is available when 
tho crops most need it, i, in Jano to July, when it is absolutely 
essontin! for transplanting the paddy, and during the lunar 
asterism of the Hathiya, in the end of September end beginning 
of October, when abundant moisture is required for swelling out 
and maturing the ripening grain, At those periods, and also at 
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any other time when the rainfall is insufficient for the crops, the 
water is lot out from the ahara and distributed among the fields ; 
‘and these again are enclosed by low banks (fidri), which retain 
tho rain-water or that brought in from the a/ard, and prevent its 
escaping until the orop has been thoroughly watered, 

‘Pho systom, though not so complete and extensive as in the 
neighbouring distriot of Gaya, serves a very largo’ area, estimated 
approximately at 600,000 aores, It is admirably adapted for 
a country with the natural featuros possessed by Shahabéd, but 
opends for its sucess both on an adequate rainfall and on the 
propor construction and maintenance of the embankments com- 
posing the akaras. hess earthworks are subject to continual 
wear and tear, and are liable to bo swept away by a rush of water 
if the rainfall is excessive; and the weuk point of tho system is 
that only too often they aro allowed to fall to rain, owing either to 
oareless husbandry, or to the noglect and apathy of tho Jandlords 
where the d/oli ayatem prevails and the zamindars are responsible 
for theit upkeep. ‘Tho ossential foatures of this indigonoas method 
of imrigation and the defect mentioned above attractod the notice 
of Buchanan Hamilton in the beginning of the 19th century; 
and his description is, to a large degree, as true to-day as at the 
time whon it was written, Aooording to his account, “Where 
the assesment has boon s0 high as to excite industry, all along the 
gentle declivities at somo distance from tho village have been 
rawn ditches which serve as reservoirs, reosiving the water above 
‘and collecting it for the supply of the felds below in oocasional 
droughts. Tho filds below are, therefore, usually cultivated 
with rica, while those between the reservoirs and the villages ‘are 
cultivated with orops that come to maturity in spring and do not 
roquire so much water as rice does.” ‘The lower parts are, ho 
states, usually called keyari (kia) or lands divided into plots 
for preserving water; and the higher parta tar (¢42), i., the land 
immediately above the reservoir, which is always covered with 
water in tho rainy season and is cultivated as soon as the water is 
Jet out. Both these classes of land were usually let for a share of 
the orop and generally wore very carelessly cultivated ; while the 
forming or repairing of the reservoirs baving been neglected in 
many parts, the orops 60 often failed that much had either been 
altogethor nogleoted or had been allowed to run waste.” In those 
parts in which the reservoirs were neglected, the villages stood ab 
great distances, and the ground, except in their immediate 
visinity, whether high or low, was only cultivated occasionally 
‘and with poor orops of pulso or linseed that did not require 
watering. Such o failure to keep up the embankments must 
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even in his time have bosn very marked, as eleowhore in dosorib- 
{ng rico as thw principal orop of tha district, ho remarks that tho 
nogleot of some zamindirs in repairing the reservoirs on their 
estates had diminished the extent of rice cultivation and very 
‘munch reduod the produes of that grain. 

‘Woll water is sod vory largely for the irrigation of poppy, 
sagaronno, wheat and othor oold-woather crops; and in 1901 it 
vwas estimated that 223,000 nores wers irrigated from this soureo, 
‘Pho mothods of drawing and distributing it are those common 
to the whole of Bihar, and hero, as elsewhere, the most 
tusual contrivance for liftiig the wator is tho /étha or levor. 
‘This oonsists of an upright post which sorvos as a fuleram 
on which a beam works; at ono end it is woighted with a log, 
stono or mass of dried mud, and at the other is a rope with a 
bucket attached, which, whon not in use, rests above the woll. 
‘When water is required, the cultivator pulls down the rope 
till the bucket is immersed; as soon as tho tension is relaxed, 
tho woight attached to tho levor raisos the buckot of itsolf; 
tho wator is thon omptiod and led by narrow channels into the 
fields, Irrigation by means of the mot (leathor bucket) is. much 
ave ‘Whon this mothod is employed, wator is raised by a largo 
‘bucket seoured to a rope, which passes over a rude wooden 
relly supported by a forked post, and is fastened to the yoko of 
‘pair of bullocks, Theso supply tho motive power, for us soon 
as the bucket has been filled, they descond an inclined plano, 
varying in longth with the depth of the well, and thus bring it 
to tho surface. Ono man is required to look after tho bullocks, 
and another is stationed on tho well to let dowa the mot nnd ompty 
it when it comes to the surface, 

‘Two other contrivances for raising water may also be mon- 
tioned here, the don and the sair. The don is a boat-shaped 
woolen scoop, attached at ono end to a lever which has its falorum 
a little to the side, the being weighted at the other extremity 
with mud. This maobine is used for lifting water either from 
tho reservoirs (ahards) which are so numerous in the distriot or 
from a lomer to igher channel, whore water is plonffl and 

ion small. ‘The sair is used when tho quantity of 
aly remaining is small; it is a trimgular basket mado of 
bamboo with the edges raised on two sides; cords are attached 
‘to each angle, and theso are held by two men, one standing on 
either side of the ditch from which the water has to be raised. 

The two sources of artifcial irrigation just montioned are, 
however, of minor importanoe as compared with the Son canal 
systom, which has by far the greatest value os a factor making 
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for the prevention of famine and the maintenanos of continued 
prosperity among a people so dependent on agriculture ani so 
YVitally affeoted by tho vicissitudes of the seasons. 

‘Tho idea of constenoting works which would irrigate tho dis- 
‘riots bordering on tho Son originated in 1853 with the lato Colonel 
0, HL Dickens, who recommended to Government the eonstraction 
of a sories of xeeervoirs along tho foot of tho hills to eatch the 
surfaoo drainage and of mals to lead it over the plains country 
for use during tho dry months, Subsequently, ns the result, of 
further investigation, he wos convinood that the Son should be the 
source of supply and that the reservoir scheme was of secondary 
importanoo; and the subject was under disoussion for several years, 
tho preparation of dotatled surveys and estimates being setiously 
interfered with by tho Mutiny. Finally, the Government of India 
decided that the exooution of the project should be left to private. 
enterprise, and it was offered to, and aooepted by, the Bast India 
Tnrigation and Canal Company which had already undertaken tho 
Orissa and Miduapore onnal works. In 1868, however, the interest 
of the Company was bought by Government for 10} lakhs, avd 
the work of construction was commonced in the following year. 
Sufficient progress had beon mado in 1878 to allow of water being 
supplied, through outs in the banks of tho Arrah canal, to reliove 
the drought of that year; the canals wore completed « fow years 
Jater, and from the year 1876-77 wator was supplied on payment 
of rates in a regular manner. ‘Chey cony a maximum yolumo 
of 6,850 oubio feet per second, and about 80 per oot. of tho 
invigation lies in tho Shababad, 11 per omt, in the Gayé, and 
9 per coat, in the Patna district, 

‘ho system derives its supply from an aniout across the Son Omsat 
at Dehti, and the general plan of the works comprises a Main 9% 
‘Western canal, branching off from it on tho left bank, and a Main 
Eastern canal’ branching off on the right. ‘The anicut or weir, 
which is 12,469 fect long, consists of a mass of rubble stone laid 
to a uniform slope and stiffened by walls of masonry founded on 
shallow wells, Scouring sluices aro provided at either fank; and 
‘these are fitted with gates which oan be opened or closed at any 
stato of the river other than high flood. By means of these gates 
the lovel of tho water in the pool above the woir oan be kept at 
tho height required to feed tho canals, ‘Tho total cost of tho 


‘enicut, Which was begun in 1869 and finished in 1875, amounted 


to about 15 lakhs of rupees. 

‘Tho total longth of the main canals is 218 sailes, of the branch 
canals 149 miles, and of the distributaries 1,217 miles ; and in 
Shahabid there are 132 miles of navigable canals, 149 miles of 
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canals used for irrigation and 879 miles of distributaries, ‘Tho 
area provided with distributarios in. this distriot is 1,813 square 
rmailes, the gross area commanded (2,074 square miles) being 
roughly a trianglo having Debi for its apex, tho Enst Indian 
Railway from Koolwar to Chaust for its baso, and the river Son 
‘nd Ponjraon branch oanal for its sides, ‘The Main Wostorn canal 
supplies the Arrah, tho Buxar and ChausA canals, which all branch. 
off within tho first 12 miles, and is continued for a total distanoo 
of 22 miles, as far as tho Grand Trunk Road, 2 miles beyond 
Sasardm. Its prolongation for n farther distanco of 50 miles to the 
frontier of tho district, towards Mireipur, was oommonced as a 
relief work during the scareity of 1874-75, but was nevor com- 
pleted. ‘The chief engineering work is tho syphon-nquoduct of 
25 arches, hy which tho Kao, « formidable hill torrent, is oarriod 
under the canal. The Arrah canal branches off from the Main 
‘Wostorn canal at tho 6th milo, and follows the course of the Son 
for 80 miles, whon it strikes northwards, running on a natural 
ridgo past the town of Arruh, and finally after a total course of 60} 
miles it falls into tho Gangi Nadi, a local stream flowing into the 
Ganges, It is designed for navigation as well as irrigation, but 
owing to shoals at tho point of junotion with tho main stroum of 
tho Ganges, navigation along tho Gungi Nadi is only possiblo 








- during the flood season. ‘To overcome the total fall of 180 feet, 


18 looks were constructed, ono of which has sinoo boen abandoned. 
Besides four principal distributaries, its main offshoots are tho 
Bihis canal, 81 miles long, and the Damraon canal, 40 miles long. 
‘Tho Buxar canal, which is alo intended for navigation, lonves 
tho Main Western canal ot its 12th milo, and communiontos with 
the Ganges at Buxar, aftor a course of 45 miles; its main branch, 
known as the Chausi canal, has a length of 40 miles, ‘The total 
fall in 159 foot, which is overcome by 12 locks. 

‘Whon tho construction of the canals was in progress, sanguine 
hopes of the revenue they would yield wore entertained, but tho 
event has proved the fallacy of these carly forecasts, In 1875 a 
yearly irrigatod area of 1,043,680 cores was anticipated, and it 
‘was estimated that the net profits would amount to Ra, 26,40,580 
and yield a return equal to 8°3 per cont. on the capital outlay. It 
was expected that there would be a Inge return from navigation 
receipts; and a considerable sum (estimated at Rs, 66,865,606 or 
ono quarter af the whole capital outlay) was sacrificed in making 
tho canals first class navigation lines, ‘Theso hopes have beon 
falsified ; the supply of water from the Son has proved" smaller 
than was anticipated, the maximum area ever irrigated being 
£557,494 aores in 1901-02 in the five preceding years the average 
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was only 463,18) aores, and in 1903.04 it amounted to 505,803 
acres, At the sumo tims, the roooipte from tolla have equally 
failed to realize tho oxpestations originally entertained, and they 
havo been still furthor roduood sinoo 1900 in consequence of the 
construction of the Mughalsarai-Gayé Railway line, During tho 
four yonrs previous to tho opening of that lino the navigation 
roooipta avoragod Re, 87,000; but thoy fell to Re, 86,507 in 
1900-01, and in 1903-04 amounted to only Tes, 22,708, ‘Tho 
} result has boon that thaso works, so far from boing romumergtive, 

hhavo hithorto imposed & laxgo roourring chargo on the State, At 
no timo has the rato por oent, on the oapital outlay exooeded 3:27, 
‘figure reashod only in 1909-03 ; and at tho ond of 1903-04 the 
total onpital ontlay amounted to Rs. 2,67,22,648, while the nob 
rovonuo for that year was Rs, 7,86,12, yiolding a roturn of only 
2-94 por cont, ‘Tho interest chmgos oxooded tho not rovenne by 
Re, 210,409,928, and during tho threo mrovoding years the avornge 
annunl exoess of interest chargos over not revenue amounted to 
Re. 3,99,859, 

‘Chis loss, however, ia oomponsatod for by tho groat benefits Btoste of 
they havo conferred on tho tract which thoy serve, ‘hoy have futon, 
affordod. it absolute protection against fumino ; they havo increased, 
tho profits of cultivation ; ond they have enlarged the material 
rosouroes of the community, Even if only thoir valuo as protoo- 
tive works ond the inmranoo they afford against famino aro con- 
sidered, their construction has boon fully justified. ‘Iho catohmont 
aroas of most aiards aro small, soldom oxtonding far beyond tho 
villago boundary, and, as they depend laxgely for their utility 
on tho rainfall, the supply is uncorinin and very ofton insuffi. 
cient, ‘Tho constant and ample supply of oanal water available 
from tho ond of Juno to October prosonta, thorofore, advantages 
which cannot well bo overrated, espocially s tlioso reservoirs axe 
liable to fail just whon they are most nooded, in tho boginning 
or end of tho season. ‘Thorosult is that whon rainfall is deficient 
\ or ill-distributod, the ryots are dopondont on the water furnished 
by tho canals, from which they oan rely on obtaining enough to 
save thelr orop 

Notwithstanding occasional years of searoity and oonsoquent Protosvon 
Gistross, thero is no record of any famine having ever occurred { 
slong tho tract of country watered by the canals; and in spite of 
the faot that tho aron irrigable ns ben found to bo much less 
than was originally contemplated, it is still sufficiont in yours of 
deficiont ‘rainfall to supplement, to a largo extent, the failure of 
tho crops in those portions of the district which the canals do 
not touch, ‘Their great value in this respect has boon strikingly. 
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demonstrated on soveral oocasions, Da:ing the fomino of 1873-74, 
even though the canals wore not ooinploted, the water which 
vwas supplied gratuitously from thom saved a Inrgo portion of 
the orops, In 1877, a your of scanty rainfall, tho prospects 
wore so gloomy that, with a viow simply to the production of more 
food, it was decided, ut a cortain saozifce of revenue, to reduce 
the ‘water-rate for the xioo crop from, Rs, 2-8 to Ro, 1 an nero; 
and this measure led to a considorublo demand for wator, and 
tho drigatod Kiaryf ico yroved a bumper orop. Again in 1888.80, 
distress und scarcity would have beon tho inovituble rosult of 
the total failure of tho rains in Soptember and Ootobor but for 
these irrigation works; all tho auras, excopt tho-e with a large 
catchment area, dried up; the rico crop watered from them 
yielded on outturn of only a quarter of that givon by the crops 
‘on omal irrigated lands; and tho area irrigated from tho oanals 
was only oixoumsoribed by tho supply available, Binally, in the 
last famine of 1896-97, the portion of the district sorved by the 
canals was entirely protected by the network of distributaries 
and villoge channels and remained immune from fomino, when it 
attacked a large aroa which had not tho bouofit of this aystom of 
Bxtenion Another noticeable instonoe of the bonofits conferred by tho 
efi Son Canals is tho way in which thoy havo evolutionized tho 
thn.” oultivation of tho distziob and inoreased the production of tho 
‘valuable rico crop. Bofore tho inception of the eystom, the xyots 
wore dependent on wells and ahoras; tho manual labour involved. 
by tho first method was immenso; and, as has boon alrendy shown, 
the scoond depends largely for its utility on the rainfall, Crops 
requiring largo supplies of water, such as rico and sngareane, 
‘were precarious; and the cultivators depended on a vast variety of 
inferior ones, which yielded a sonnty outtnrn, When tho canals 
wore in couse of construction, it was found that tho lands 
‘commanded wore about equally divided botween rabi or wintor 
crops and khari/, which embraces the wot crops and consists almost 
entirely of rico, ‘Tho conals ond distributaries wero ordinarily run 
on tho ridges, the lands bordering which, being dry, were usually 
cultivated with rabi orops, while tho Ahaif orops lay at a lower 
lovol in the valleys between tho ridges; and it wus anticipated 
that tho chief demand for water wonld he for the former crops, 
As soon, however, as irrigation from tho canals was commenoed, 
there was a rapid change in the character of the cultivation snd 
the growth of rioo inorensed enormowily. ‘This change has stondily 
gone on up to the prosont time; and wherever canal water is 
regularly available, rabi crops have to a great extent given place 
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to rice, ‘The character of the soil and the presence or absonce of 
wells appear t» have had little or no effect on this result, which 
apparently was dio simply to the possibility of soouring a fall and. 
rogular supply of wator without the labour of well irrigation, 

‘Tho extent to which tho area under ierigation has inoreasod 
and klarif oaltivation has doveloped will be suffoirntly demon. 
strated by tho fact that whereas in 1881-82 the area undor Alan 
‘was only 98,600 aores and that under rabi oropa was 36,800 acres, 
in 1901-02 noarly 60 per cont, of the whole irrigation was 
Aovoted to tho Kary orop; while in 1903-04 tho land on which 
Mary was grown amounted to as much as 869,000 vores, and 
110,000 acrea wore under rubi, the average aren of each’ orop 
in tho procoding 5 yours being 923,600 and 128,800 novos res 
pootively. In Shalinbid alone out’ of 299,100 uores invigatod 
from the canals in 1903-04, no loss than 281,680 acres waro undor 
Kharyf, 22406 ores wore ‘under hot-wenthor crops, principally 
mgaroae, and 05,100 aores produced ral orops, Lt i at frat 
sight, astonishing thot tho kharyf irrigation is not oven moro 
extonaivo than it is, as it is ostimatod that altogether 707,360 
ores nro annually ierigablo in this district, but this is dito to the 
mothod of oultivation followed during the Hathiya asteriam, i, 
tho period gonorally falling botwoon the 26th Soptombor and tho 
10th Ootobor, It in tho wanivorsal practico of tho cultivators to 
run the water off tho rieo-figlds in Soptombor, and aftor this the 
evops must get at loast ono watering during the 14 days covered 
by tho Hathiya, If there is good min thon, tho xioo will 
mature unaided; but if on tho othor hand thero is no rain, the 
domand for eanal irrigation is groat, ‘The oapacity of tho oanala 
is thus monsured by the maximum area they oan inrigato at 
this poriod, and if is of no avail ivvigating to thelr full oapacity 
during July nd August, if they cannot water tho same area at 
this most oritioal porfod in tho agrioultural your. 

‘Tho wholo aystom is undor tho control of a Supexiutonding gam 
Enginoor, who is assisted by two Tixeoutive Huginoors in chargo of niinis- 
Divisions. ‘Tho latter are responsible for the maintenance of the ‘**#™ 
anol, tho conduot of irrigation operations and assessments, and a 
separate establishment is entertained for the collection of tho 
revenue. For this purpose, there is a revenue division in charge 
of a Special Deputy Collector, who sees to tho oollection of water 
rates under the orders of tho Suporintonding Wnginesr, ‘The 
imrigntod area undor long lonsos is divided into blooks, the lease 
of all the lands in onch look being arranged so as to lapse in 
the same yeor; and in fixing tho period of tho leases offorts axe 
nade to ‘seo that leases for an oqual area expire ench year, 
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Applications for water aro made by tho cultivators on a pro 
saribed form, the year being divided into throo seasons, that is, 
hot weather, Bieri and rabi, A. date is fixed for onoh sonson, 
‘na the loase or permit granted for that seuson is only in foroo 
for Uint partioular poriod. Bosidos those soason Lensos, there ao 
Tong-torm loases, or lonses for a poriod of sovon yours, which 
provide for the supply of wator during tho Barf and ral seasons 
only and are grautod at o somowhat roduocd rato, ‘Those long 
term Toases axe only grantod for compast blocks defined by well- 
marked boundaries of such a nature that tho lensed lands own bo 
clearly distingaishod from tho adjoining wnloased lands, and also 
so situated that unleasod lands will not be ondinuily insiguted by 
‘water supplied for tho land included in tho block, ‘Those boand- 
aries are mentioned in tho appliontion for tho lease, on roodipt of 
which 0 special report is submitted to tho Sub-divisional Onnal 
Officer. If tho lense is likely to bo approved, ho issuos ordors fur 
the block to bo measured, and a detailed Kiara, or moasurement 
of each oultivator’s holding, is thon made, ‘Tho leaso und tho 
Miationi or domand statement are finally approved by the Divi- 
sional Canal Officer who issues tho permit, but bofore this on 
‘be done, every cultivator, who lins fiolds within the blook, must 
sign his namo ageinst the orea which has boon moastred and 
which will bo assessed in his name, In order to admit of n 
Block getting water for tho first season, o provisional permit 
is granted for tho sonson on. the aren originally appliod for; this 
permit is cancelled when tho long-leaso permit is finally granted, 
Fields which cannot be ordinarily imigated, or for whioh canal 
‘water is not ordinarily required, oan te excluded from tho blook, 
such fislds being duly noted in the Kasra or monsuroment 
paper, In these long-term lenses water-rates aro charged for the 
area measured and accepted by the cultivators, whether water is 
required or nob; and the channel by which the area is inigatod 
snust be registorod as woll as the name of its ownor. In rabi and 
hot-weather leases water is supplied on application, and wator- 
rafos aro lovied on the actual areas irrigated, and not neosssnwily 
on those specified in the application, In order to assist the Canal 
Department as far as possiblo in rogulating ond disteibuting the 
water to the diffaront cultivators named in tho lenses, Zambardars 
or hoadmen aro appointed ; these are influential mon of the 
village, who are appointed in consultation with the cultivators 
concerned. ‘Their daty is to assist in measurements, to give 
in the names of tho oultivators of tho different holdings, and to 
00 that water is properly distributed over the lensed area, For 
these duties thoy are paid a commission of 8 per cont, of the 
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{otal ateament on lng Inter and of 2 por cent,on seton 
06, 

‘Thoro are five rates charged for tho water suppliod, viz, (1) wasr- 
abi sonson leases from tho 15th October to the 26th March ™* 
at Ie, 2-8 an acro; (2) hot-weathor leases from tho 26th March 
to tho 26th Juno at Rs, 4-8 an oro ; (8)*loases during the sumo 
period at Rs, 2 for cach watoring ; (1) Ahary? season Loasoa 
botwoon tho 26th Tune and the 25th Ootobor at Ts,4 an aoro ; and. 

(5) sovon yours’ louses for block arona for any kind of exop botwoon, 
the 26th June ond the 25th March in the next yoor at Re, 3 
‘an aq, When tho long louso systom was inaugurated, it was 
calculated that water would be given for 50 per cont, of the whole 
area of a villege; and this portion was marked off into ono or moro 
well defined blocks, for the irrigation of which a charge was made 

at a reduteod rate, ‘Tho oultivator is supplied with water enough 
for his own blook, but he may not uso it beyond those limits ; and 

it is, therefore, laid down that there must be a well defined 
village channel to conduot the water from the distributary, and 
that it is not to be allowed to escape to an alard. At first, when 
the canals were opened, wator was allowed to fill up the afarda and 

to be drawn thenoo on to the fields, but as soon as water-maies were 
claimed, tho ryots maintained that they had used only rain and. 
not canal water; and as their allegation could not be disproved, it 
was found neoossary to discontinue the practico of filling ahard 
Of: all those lenses tho most popular are the long leases, whi 
aro given only for tho areas for which protection can bo assured. 
oven in the driest yours, ‘Tho rates for this class of leaso were 
originally fixed at a low figure, owing to the backwardness of 
tho cultivators in resorting to canal irrigation and to tho fact that 
tho use of canal water is not indispensable in yoors of ordinary 
rainfall; the holders of thes loases have proferential claims 
to wator during periods of -high demand such as ooour in dry 
seasons; and, a8 the oaltivatore havo boon quiok to recognine the 
advantagos of the system, tho area undor long leasos has steadily’ 
expanded, until at the present day 75 por cent, of the whole 
irrigated area roceives water on long lease, and the demand for 
such leases cannot be folly mot. 

This sketch of tho irrigation systom in Shahibid would be he 
inoomploto without a xoferenoe to tho proposal to extend irrigation Kammut 
works to the Bhabud sub-division, ‘his sub-division, like a part 
of Sasardm, is beyond the reach of the Son waters; though 281,00U 
acres are said lo be irrigated from private works, it is still 
much exposed to drought; and the barrenness of the fields is all 
the more striking from its contrast to the fertile plains in the 
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neighbourhood. ‘The idea of utilizing the waters of the Karam- 
nisi to irrigate this area is no recent one, and more then a contury: 
ago tho Collector of the district suggested tho construction of 
sluices with canals leading into the interior, In‘1870 the Chiof 
Enginoer, Bengal, left it on rocord that thore was a magnificont 
site for a large rosorvoir; and moro recently tho Indian Iavigation 
Commission of. 1901-03 urged the importance of conduoling a 
survey of tho upper portion af its como whoro it passes through 
tho hills, though they could not admit that tho liability of tho 
sub-division to famine was 80 groat as to justify a largo unromn- 
norative outlay. In nccordunco with is r-proseutation, a anevey 
was carried out under tho orders of the Bengal Government, 
and a suitable site for a storage reservoir was sclocted, The 
rsinago aren was found to be 370 square miles, and it was 
estimated that, under the most advantageous conditions, tho 
maximum Srrigable area would bo 50,000 acros, Tho cost of this 
resorvoir alone was taken at 65} lakhs; and it was anticipated that 
the whole canal system would involyo on exponditure of over 
Rs. 1,28,00,009, that tho rovenuo would not exceed Rs, 115,000 
per annum, and that tho annual loss to Government (excluding 
intosest charges) would bo Is, 2,17,000. Tt was considered thut 
tho necessity for imigation was not so urgent as to juslify the 
State incurring such a hoavy reowring chargo, ond it was finally 
docided in 1904 not to proooed with tho project. 
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Ty has slrondy boon explained that the low slvip of country ¥zo0ps, 
lying to tho north of tho district botwoon tho embankment of 
tho Hast Indian Railway and tho river Ganges is liable to bo 
inundatod ovory your by tho overflow of that river, These floods 
do no harm, and though cnltivation is impossible during tho great 
agricultural soqson of tho ruins, this loss is moro than onmpen- 
satod by tho magnifloent abi orops produced in the cold weathor 
from tho fertilizing silt thoy leavo, In tho boginning of tho 19th 
contury, howover, such inundations wore far from harmless, and 
the loss of housos, land ancl other property was considerable. In 
1802 throo ontiro villagos wore dostroyod by tho encroashments of 
the Ganges, and tho numbor of troes carriod away into the [river 
constituted sch @ danger to navigation that the Collootor af 
tho distxiot proposod that Government should authorine him to out 
down all troos likely to be ewopt away during tho ensuing rains. 
‘Tho most destructive inundatioas aro caused by tho Sons 
and considerablo damage has been dono on various ocoasions 
in tho low-lying plains of Shihtbid by the flood water overe 
flowing the country betwen Nanour and Axrah, Such extra 
ordinary floods aro fortunately of comparatively rare ooourrence 
and of very short duration, ‘The most sorious of thoso in tho 19th 
contury ocurred in 184%, 1864, 1867, 1876, 1884, 1888, and 
1892; and finally the year 1901 witnessod tho highest flood 
rooorded in the district, ‘Tho flood of 1864, though not so high 
1s that of 1848 when the flood-level at Akbarpnr reachod 20 foot, 
spread over a vast tract of country ; tho wator rushing down 
from Akbarpur overflowed the bank of the river botwoon that 
place and Koelwar, and etcaping inland towards Arh through 
1 deproseod valley a quartor of « mile south of the village of 
Bibiérah, inundated an aren of 250 square miles, In 1876 tho 
flood was oven more severe; tho fist spill ocourred at Andhavi and 
cut the Kaithi distributary, and below that spot the Koolwar distxi- 
butary was breached in nino places. At Sundari the flood finally 
rushed inland with overwhelming foroo and spread over the fn0e 
of the country as for as Amrah, 8 miles distant; on reaching the 
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ast 2 miles of tho Arrah canal, it mado a clean sweep through 
tho banks, broaking them in 17 places on the left and in 23 on 
tho right side. It is probable that only this swooping away of 
tho canal banks saved the railway embankment, as botween 
Koolwar and Arrah there was not sufficient waterway to carry off 
tho wator. No livos woro lost, but groat damago was dono to 
property in the town of Arrah and in tho neighbouring parginus, 
his flood, like its predocessors, was of short duration, as it 
subsided 62 hours after its commencement; the inundation of 
1864 only lastod half as long; 
‘Jano 24th, 1848 .. S* — whilo that of 1867 continuod for 39 
rmbt Hh 1 2 hours, ‘Tho highest lood-lovels xo- 
Saly 7a 180 19% corded at Akburpur during thoso 
four floods aro shown in the margin, 
‘Tho great inundation of 1901 was duo to a simultancous rise of 
both the Son and tho Ganges. On the 1st September tho lovel of 
tho Son at tho Koolwar bridge was only {) foot, but by the anom- 
ing of the 3rd dom it hnd reachod tho height of 17°0 foot; and 
tho river continuing to riso throughout the night and all through 
the next day, the gaugo showed, the unprocedonted flood-lovol of 22 
feot by 2 aat, on tho 6th September, At tho same timo owing 
to « high Himalayan flood, the Ganges was rising abnormally high, 
and onthe morning of tho th September the flood-level of that 
river also was higher than any previously recorded, the gaugo 
at Digha reading 36°10 foot in tho early morning and 35°60 at 
midday. 'The Son being thns unablo to discharge the volume of 
its watora into the Ganges, foroed its way over its wostern bank 
and poured over the low-lying lands towards Arrah, ‘Tho canal 
bank was breached in several places; the flood poured into many 
ports of Arrah destroying somo of the emall hamlets on its 
outskirts; and the whole country between that town and tho bed 
of th Son and on both sides of the railway lino from Bihté was 
@ shot of water, which in some plaoos attained a breadth of 17 
miles, No loss of life, however, occurred, and the number of 
cattle drowned was inconsiderable. Houso property on the other 
hand suffered seriously, and it was roported that over 7,000 
houses were destroyed; some damago was done to tho standing 
‘bhadoi crops, but this loss was moro than compensated hy the rich 
Gsposit of silt lott by the receding waters aud by the benefit done 
to the paddy, which in many parts was dying for want of water, 
In the event, it was found only necessary to roliove some of the 
Poorer classes whose houses and stocks of grain bad been swopt 
awsy; and Rs. 819, which had beon raised by publio subsoxiption, 
‘was distributed among them, 
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Droughts arising from deficient rainfall wore frequent in Pawimes, 
former years before tho present extensive system of irrigation 
had been introduced and the means of communication improved, 
Four times in the decade preceding the completion of the oanals— 
in 1864, 1865, 1866 and 1869—-droughts scriously affooted tho 
general harvest and twice culminated in scarcity, whilo the bad 
stato of communications in the interior aggravated the looal 
distross, 

‘The first of these was the famine of 1866, which, coming as it Pumtuo of 
did aftor tho resouroas of the poorer classes had been exhausted 195% 
by bad harvests in the two provious years, caused oonsiderable 
loss of life. With the exowption of the strip of country lying 
between the lino of railway and the river Ganges, which is 
subject to inundation and retains sufficient moisture for the 
growth of spring crops, and of an area of about 750 square miles 
in tho south, which reosives the drainage of the Kaimur bills, 
the district gonorally suffered in both these years from insufficient 
rainfall ; ond in parganas Chousi, Piru, Chainpur, Nanour and 
Panyar th rice orop on which the country mainly depends is said 
to havo failed to the extent of from five-cighths to three-fourths 
‘of the outturn of an averago season. ‘The failure of the orops 
in 1864 lod to the rapid oxhaustion of Local stores of grain; and 
towards the ond of 1865, tho district, which in ordinary yoars 
exports toa considerablo extent, was mainly dependent oa imported 
grain for tho support of its population. The almost complete 
failuro of the rico crop in 1865, therefore, immodintely caused. 
very goneral and severe distress ; the price of all cereals rose to 
more than double tho rates prevailing at the corresponding 
period in 1863; whilst fourfold the customary rates wore 
demanded for barley, peas and gram, which are much con- 
sumed by the poorest classes. No special relief moasures were 
‘commenced, however, till the beginning of Juno 1866, when 
‘employment was given to the distressed labouring classes in the 

* yepair of roads in the sub-divisions of Sasaxim and Bhabud; 
and in July relief committees wero opened at the hesd-quarters 
stations and at six other places. The average daily number of 
pereons relisved when the distress was greatest amounted in 
August to 2,480, and in September to 2,979, while the average 
number of persons employed in road repaire was 868 in the 
former and 1,662 in the latter month. Government relief 
measures wore supplemented by private liberality ; but the number 
of deaths from starvation, as reported by the police, amounted 
to 8,161, and this figure is believed to be far below the actual 
number. ‘There can be little doubt but that relief was both 
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inadequate and much too long delayed. ‘The people suiforing 
the greatest distress were spread over an aren of upwards of 1,000 
square miles ; to relieve these, only seven. centres were established, 
exclusive of those at Arrab, Bibiganj and Buxer, which wore 
too distant_to apply local relief to what may be termed tho 
fasnine tract; and the pauper population had been reduced to 
the extremity of striving to support life on roots, leaves and 
grass before any measures wero adopted for their succour, Tho 
highest prico of rico during this famine is reported to havo 
Deen 9 seers a rupee. 

Tho scarcity of 1869, following as it did a succession of bad 
years, also caused much distress in Shahabad, and was aggravated 
by the badness of the roads. Reliof measures hat to be organized, 
the able-bodied boing employed on the roads, while tho old and 
infirm were formed into beggar squads, who wore paid daily for 
such light work as thelr infrmities enabled them to perform. 

‘Tho next groat famine from which tho district suffered 
ocourred after an interval of only 5 years, during which the people 
hhnd had little timo to recover from the provious searcity. . ‘Pho 
year 1873 was the last of a series of threo years which ‘were 
marked by abnormal rainfall and generally unusual woather, 
‘Tho yoar 1871 was unusually wots the following year was equally 
dry; while in 1873 the rainfall was deficient almost beyond 
precedents the rogisterel fall at Arrah in these 8 years being 
62-43, 3464 and 3295 inches, respectively. Notwithstanding 
tho abnormal character of the weather in 1871 and in 1872, the 
crops in those yoars wor good, In 1871 tho heavy and early 
zains eo retarded tho transplantation of rico that at one time 
thero wore grave apprehensions regarding tho outturn of the 
crops; but these forebodings were later on replaced by mora 
sanguine expectations, which were eventually realized. In 1872 
the rainfall, though deficient, was so sonsonably distributed that 
there resulted a good biadoi crop, and a fair winter rico and rabi 
cxop. In fact, the condition of the distriot in the summer of 1873 
was much as usual, and it entered unweighted into the struggle 
which ensued. ‘The summer and autuma rains of 1873 wore 
deficient by 14} inches, and this dofcient fall, unlike the almost 
equally short fall in the preceding year, was most unfavourably 
distributed. ‘Tho rains commenced late, wore concentrated in 
Tuly ond Angust, aud osasod altogether early in Septeruber at 
that most important period of the year when the rice-plant shoot- 
ing into ear requires. abundant moisture to All out and develop 
the grain. The carly rice orop of 1878 turnod out to be only 
one-fourth of an average crop, while ono.ighth of the great 
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winter rive orop alone was saved, ‘The anxiety and suspense 
which affeoted tho publio mind in the closing days of 1873 and 
the commencement of 1874 were naturally reflected in the conc 
tion of trade, ‘Tho disastrous season of 1865-66 was within the 
vivid reoolleotion of most people; and tho remembrance of it, 
umid circumstances of govson oven moro disastrous, lad a marked 
offeot on prices, und especially on the price of rice, which in 
February 1874 ranged higher than it did at the corresponding 
period of 1866, Who onorgy displayed by private enterprise was 
marvellous, ‘Tho railway poured grain into tho district from 
tho North-West Provinces und the Punjab, In the months of 
Tonuary and Fobrunry, Sahabid received 2,860,766 maunds, or 
102,806 tons, of food-grain, exolusive of 3,332 tons consigned by 
Government ; but much of this was despatched across the river 
to Siran, and somo found its way into Gny’ district From 
tho unfinished channels of tho Son Canals 150,000 acres of land 
in this district and in Gaya wero i 
of winlor und spring grain, which would otherwise probably 
havo perished, ‘were saved, In tho oxistenoo of theso works 
Shihabid possossod an udvantago over all other distrossod 
oxcopt Saxon, as they afforded organised labour at a time when 
organized labour was not proourable clsewhore, and in this way 
had o very beneficial effect on the condition of the district, 
But in spilo of these advantages, prices continued to rise till June, 
when common rico stood at 10 seers to the rupeo, It would, 
indeod have gono very much higher but thatin March and April 
an abundant harvest of whoat and pulses was reaped. Those 
crops, which from the commenooment promised more favourably 
in Shahabid than elsewhere in the Patna Division, were abovo 
the average in the Asrah and Buxar sub-divisions, where the crops 
on tho river-side lands were particularly good; and in other parts 
they yiolded a good outturn, Prices, however, remained through- 
out the year from 50 to 80 por cont. over normal rates—a slate 
of things necessitating the continuance of relief works, As far 
as charitable relief, howover, was concerned, Government found 
that, having due regard to tho claims of the agod and indigent, to 
whom such exooptional prices meant the denial of private charity, 
it could transfer 1,890 tons of the original consignment for 
Shahabad to other more distressed districts. 
During the famine 287 tons of rice were ibuted in 
charitable relief ; 645 tons were paid as wages of labour ; 168 tons 
wore advanced as loans; and 3,168 tons were sold for cash, . Besides 
this, Rs. 83,566 was distributed in charitable relief, Rs. 17,437 was 
edyancod on loan and Rs. 1,809,873 paid away as wages, In 
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January 2,227 labourers were ‘employed daily on rolief works, 
6,290 in April, 10,074 in May, 4,407 in July and 2,996 in Sop- 
tember, whon this form of relief was closed. In tho loginning 
of May charitablo relief began to be given frecly, 2,361 porsous 
being daily supplied with food at that poriod und 3,166 towards 
tho end of that month. Tho number {oll to 647 in the middlo of 
Tune, but rose to 2,965 in the middle of July and continued near 
this high average till the end of Suptomber, after which month 
little roliof of this kind was callod for, Tho autumn and 
winter crops in 1874 yiolded full harvests, though an oxtraordi- 
nary flood of tho Darganti rivor burst through tho Grund ‘Trunk 
Rond and did considerable damage. ‘Tho spring erop of 1876 was 
above tho average and the effects of the scarcity soon disappeared, 

Owing to the proteotion afforded by the imigation works, o 
Jong interval ensued before Shihabad again felt tho stross of 
famine; and it was not fill 1996-97 that any portion of tho 
district again sufferel from a calamity of this nature. ‘Tho 
rainfall in the precoding year was vory deflciont, espocially in 
the Sosarim end BhabuA sub-divisions, and tho wholo distriot 
recaived only 71° per cent. of the normal fall, A very largo 
tract, however, wos served by irrigation from the Son Canals, 
and the greater part of the Sasarim sub-division, the south of 
the Buxar, and much of the Sadar sub-division wero thus pro- 
tected; while in the high lands to the north, on which radi 
grows, the failure of the rains was not wholly disastrous us 
they received their full share of the winter showers, In tho 
‘event, the dAadoi for the whole district was ostimated at 7 aunas, 
tho ayhani at 4 annas, and tho rvbi at 11 annas of tho normal 
crop, the total outtun being less than half of an ordivary your, 
Prices here, as elsewhere, ruled very high, but considerable stooks 
‘woro held by the cultivators; and eventually no part was really 
distressed except the Bhabué sub-division and the southern portion 
‘of the Sasaram sub-division, an area comprising 1,632 squaro 
miles and containing a population of 882,000 souls. 

‘This tract consists of two sharply defined portions—the hills 
‘nd tho plains, The whole of tho south of the Bhabus sub- 
division and much of the southern portion of Sasarim is occupied 
by the Kaimur range with an area of 700 quero miles and 
‘a population of 20,000 persons. Hore tho orops are poor and 
precarious, and depend greatly on tho rains, for with tho oxcop- 
tion of a few village wells and still fewor tanks there is no 
provisiow for s water supply. Food-supplies are brought up 
from the plains through difficult passes, which, always impassable 
for wheeled traffic, become closed even to pack-bullocks when 
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the monsoon ‘once sets in, Rico is tho principal crop, but the 
people live from hand to month and aro aconstomed in timo of 
doarth to cko oub thoir subsistence with the products of the 
jungle; theso natural resources stood thom in good stead whon the 
vioo orops failed, and holpod to alleviate tho subsoquent distress 
‘ho romaindor of tho distressod. trast comprised the plains part of 
the Bhabud sub-division and the Chenfei outpost in Snsaram, Of 
this, tho portion falling north of the Grand Txank Road, in which 
rabi is mainly cultivated, was not soverely afteotod, but distross 
was much moro aouto in the traot lying botwoen that, road and 
the hills, ‘This tract is characterized by vory poor soil growing 
hardly ‘anything bat aghani rice; thoro is litile or no imigation ; 
the cultivators axo inexport and impovorished ; and the physique 
of tho people is poor and their general condition bei. 

Tn tho affected aren tho harvests of 1895-06 had beon poor, 
and in 1896 tho winter rice orp, on which tho cultivators 
mainly dopond, had an outturn of only 10 annas. ‘This was 
succeeded by an equally poor rabi oxop, a8 there was almost an 
ntiro absonco of rninfall from October 1885 to Juno 1896, 
tho fall being only 0:26 inch; and the people conld only 
hope to recover if tho monsoon was up to its usual atrongth, 
‘hese hopos wore doomod to disuppointment; ot Bhabus there 
wore only 18°82 inchs as against a normal fall of ovor 40 inches ; 
tho rains practionlly stopped bofore tho ond of August; and the 
rice crop was a total failure, ‘To add to the distross, the rabi 
harvest of 1896-97 was damaged by onterpillars and was only a 
6 to7 annas orop, though even this poor outturn mitigated the 
severity of the famino in tho Ohenii outpost and the country 
lying north of the Grand ‘Trunk Rond, 

‘Tho rains of 1896-97 began a fortnight late, not commencing 
till the last woek of Juno, heavy rain followed. early in July, ond 
then two loug periods of drought ensued, of about a month each, 
lasting till the middlo of August and the middle of Soptomber, 
rospeotively. As day aftor day passod in July and omly Angust 
with brilliant sunshine and no sign of vain, apprehension began 
to bo fell, for the bhafoi was withering, the seod-bols of 
rico were-drying up, and largo tracts of tioe land were still 
‘unplanted, while tho brondoast rice was dying. By the middle 
of Angust, prices, though still low, had rison a couple of soors, 
and the abseneo of employmont on agrioultural operations was 
oginning tu make its effeots felt, Soon afterwards, however, 
there was a good burst of rain, end though the deficiency was not 
made up, the outlook grew brighter and by the end of the month 
prices were falling again, and the fear of immodiato distress had 
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Aisappenred,.. But at this very time the second of the long periods 
of drought hod already commenced, marked by hot weather 
with dry west winds, and hardly sny rain fell anywhere till the 
middle of Seplomber: these ciroumstanoss completely altered 
ouee more the aspect of affairs, and it became apparent that 
nothing but good rain in the Hathiya asterism (September 23th 
to October 8th) could save the rico and give eulicient moisture 
for the rabi. 

‘These hopes proved delusive ; the Hathiya passed away with- 
out a drop of rain, the hot west winds oontinued, and a fuiluro 
of the sice was assured. At the samo time egents were buying 
grain largely in all tho big markets, with the object of exporting 
it to the westward, those who held stocks began to close their 
sales, and emigration was unnsually large, In these cixoum- 
stances, prioes rose with a bound, and ia the first few days of 
October there was great excilement and fear of grain riots, 
similar to those whieh had actually ooourred shortly bofore this 
time in other parts of India. ‘There was much approhension in 
Arrah, where the dealers suspondod retail sales, but no overt aols 
of rioting were committed, and after this violont riso prioes 
steadied down. A fortnight later, when still no rain had fullon, 
there could be no doubt that tho rice crop yas doomed ; the price 
of rice had risen to 9 seers to the rapeo; and by this time the 
south of the district was seriously affected. In the Bhabut 
sub-division there was a sudden inorease of orime, soveral cases 
having occurred in which the houses of the well-to-do roople in 
2 village were broken into and tho grain stores oarriod off; and 
at the end of tho month it was docided to open relief works, 

TRice remained at famine prices, boing sold during the greater 
part of the famine at 8 seers end falling from June to August 
1897 as low as 7 seers to the rapeo; and it was not found possible 
to close tho reliof works till July 1897. During this period 
altogether 560,031 adult males were employed on piece-work and 
175,105 on a daily wage, Rs. 74,000 being paid as wages ‘Theso 
‘works were supplemented by gratuitous relief on a lange soale; 
weekly grain doles were given from tho second wook of Jaunary 
1897 till the 25th September 1897; poor-honses and kitchons 
were opened; and, in all, 4,147,626 persons obtained gratuitous 
relist, tho percentage of men, women and children boing 19:2, 
4G and 343 respectively, and the amount expended being 
Re, 1,96,000. The daily average of persons in receipt of this 
form of relief was no less than 4°47 per cent. of the population 
in the affected area, and the largest number gratuitously relieved 
at any one time amounted to 6-4 per cent. of the people, This 
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high peroutoge was duo to soveral causes; tho system of gratni- 
tous rolief ond tho relief works wero not thoroughly organized 
ill Pobruaxy 1897, and the people wore consequently in poor 
condition; largo numbers of the broad-winners had left their 
homes; and nally the inhabitants of the country most soverdly 
affooted axe of poor physique, and among the men lamonoss and 
paralysis are very common, ‘I'he total cost of the famine 
oporations wus Its, 3,36,000, of which Rs. 80,000 was met from 
District fands, and bosides this tho sum of Rs. 25,000, contributed 
by tho Bengal Provincial Committes of the India Famine Reliet 
Fund, was spent in wlioving distressed pardanashin ladies. No 
doaths ooourred from starvation, but owing to the ravages of 
cholera und small-pox and to the greater provalenco of fover in 
tho autumn of 1897, the auortalily in the distressed aren was 
nourly 3} por mille grontur than in the whole district, 
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RENTS, WAGES AND PRIOKS, 


Reexrs in Shahabid gonorally vary according to tho lass of 
soil, and any attompt to deduce tho prevailing rent ratos is furthor 
complicated by the fact that rents aro paid in kind thronghout a 
‘considerable portion of the distriot, Enquiries wero malo on this 
point in 1895 by on oficor who was placed on special duty for this 
and other purposes, but the statistios obtained wero fragmontary 
and of little importance; more rooently the batietrd and sottlo- 
‘mont reoonds wore examined with the same object, but investiga: 
tion failed to elicit anything more dofinite as to the ronts actually 
paid in inrigatod and non-irrigated aroas; and until a survoy is 
condustod and a record of rights propared undor tho Bongal 
‘Tonanoy Act, it is impossible to furnish ony information as to 
ont rates on which reliance oan be placed. It is, howovor, known 
‘that there has been  tondenoy to enhance the ronts both ‘in itr 
gated and non-irrigated areas on account of the riso in. tho prioos 
of tho staple orops and the improvement of communications, ‘Tho 
Inegost inaronso took place aftor the advent of tho canals, and in 
1880 it was estimated that in tho 13 yoars following thor oon- 
struotion the enhancomont amounted to 30 per cont, Inquiry has 
shown that the inoreaso in rent has beon slightly groater in 
irrigated lands ond villages than in thoso which obtain no inviga- 
tion from the canal system, but that, on the whole, it has not beon 
qual to the rise in the value of the fvod-erops obtained. In tho 
last 80 years thore has admittedly beon a large rieo in the prioe of 
grains, and the cash value of tho produoo of the folds has therefore 
inoreased considerably ; but cash rents have not advanced to a corre. 
sponding extent, and the growth in tho value of tho produoo has 
outstripped whatever enhancoment may have besn made in them, 
‘The marginally-noted figures show tho rentals for the whole 
district ns found at the rond ooss valuations at 











srr. saboao 4 periods, viz, in 1877 just as the onnals were 
am Teaeuls commencing, in 1890, in 1902 when a revalua- 





78,51,684 tion was effected, and in 1904; they tend to 
show that the samindirs obtained a largo 
inorease in their rentals between 1877 and 1890, bat that in tho 
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noxt 14 years they obtained a comparatively small addition to 
thoir incomes, By for the grentor part therafore of this increasy 
appears to be duo to tho conversion of inferior and waste Ianis 
into rico-flolds which took plaoo on the opening of the oanals, and 
not to a goneral onhanoomont of rents, A. large portion of tho 
onhanood rents haye, moreover, beon intercepted by the tenure 
holier, of whom thore are ng many’ in this district as there axe 
estates; whilo a considernblo number of tenants aro protested by 
oustim from enhancement, such ns gusashtadars, Brdhmaos ond 
Rajputs, whose rent, unlike that of other ryots, doos not depend 
on the fortiity of thofr lands and who gonerally pay leas than 
‘tho lowor castes. 

Ronts arw paid oither in onsh (nage) or in kind (boli), ‘ho Srsemscs 
former aystom provails overywhere in the oate of special orops, 2 
auch as poppy, sugaronno and potatoos, and is adopted for all 
crops throughout tho northern parganes of tho district. ‘Tho 
lntter systom is common in the Sasarim and Bhabus sub-divisions, 
whore it is a natural outoome of tho indigonous systom of ferigne 
tion provailing in that portion of tho distxiat. 

It has alroady beon oxplainod that Shahabid owes not only its tho aor 
fertility, but alrwost its vary oxistonoo as an agrioultural country *** 
to artificial irrigation ; and that oxtonsive jmrigntion works ary 
necessary to rondor rico cultivation po ‘ho construction of 
thono works requires a largo oxpondituro which tho xyots theme 
solvos would bo unable to afford, and this duty has, thorofore, 
nooessarily dovolved upon tho only capitalist available, the 
Inndlord, Without afaras, tho tenant in mony parts would got no 
ico oops; and on the other hand, if he paid a fixod oxsh rent 
to his landlord, tho latter would bo in a position to spond tho 
money in other ways and to nogloot tho duty of throving up 
ombankments and keeping thom in ordor, Custom hs therefore 
decreed that those works shall be made and maintained by tho * 
Jandlord, each tenant paying his quota of the expense by giving 
a cortain proportion of the harvest as rent; the result of this 
arrangement is that the amount of tho laudlord’s rent depends 
entirely on tho oxtont to whioh ho provides facilities for imigating 
the land. ‘The aotual produce of tho land varios in proportion with 
tho exlent to which the zaminday inours expenditure on irrigation ; 
and rents are accordingly paid in kind for Innds beuefited by any 
irrigation works maintained either wholly or in part at tho 
ammindin’s expenso ; the profits of the latter are directly affected 

the outtum, and an assuronce is thus worded that he will not 
negloot to spend money on their upkeep. In this way, if tho 


landlord doos not bear what are called gilondési charg, i. does 
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not maintain tho reservoirs properly, tho orop is an entire failure 
and ho gets nothing ; while if he sponds an adoquato amount: on 
uch works, a good harvest is roapod and ho gots a fair ontturn 
for his outlay. 

‘The shato which tho landlord xoooives is determined cithor 
by dandbandi, ox appraisoment, ax by baldi, ie by the aotual 
division of tho crops on tho threshing-floor, In the formor onso, 
the division of the prodyoo hns passed into an ostimato of the 
valne of tho arop before it is cut, tho produoo of euch fleld being 
catimatod by appraisers (satis) whilo the crop is standing. Bofors 
tho landlord’s sharo is determined, a deduotion ia made from 
the wholo estimated produce, which may be as low as 10 per oont., 
Dut usually amounts to 20 per cont. of the whole; and all the 
exponses of harvesting and the ciistomary allowances mado to 
villago articons, mouials, &e., aro supposod to be paid from this 
deduction, ‘Tho landlord’s share, which is generally ono-halt 
‘of tho balan, is handed over to him aftor the orop is threshed, 
cither in grain.or in cash, and is raually equivatont to 40 por 
cont, of the value of tho gross yiold of grain ostimatod at tho 
current village price at harvest time, 

‘Whon, howovor, either party is dissatisfied with tho estimate 
mado by the appr jt 48 had, evon in villagos in which 
the danabandt eystom ‘is usual, to tho othor method of batai, or 
aotual division of the orops. Under this system, the harvosti 
foxponnes and villago allowanoos aro paid in kind, and a dedttotion 
of 6 par cont., or sometimes 10 par cont, of tho romaindor is mado 
in favour of tho xyot before the grain is divided botwaon tho 
Inndlord and tenant, ‘Tho doduotions for harvesting exponsos and 
village allowances vary very much, but they are usually ox 
follows: —(1) Tho reapers aro allowed to tako one out of overy 20 























+ bojde (sheaves) off the fold; thoy havo the privilege of choosing 


thoir own shonves and of course soleot the largest; and besides 
this, each reaper takes one pana (half a dojha) on the last harvest 
day for every plough the ryot has. (2) One pavja por plough is 
given to each of tho following village menials, &o,:—tho Chama, 
‘Hajjim, Mali, Barbi, Bhat, Halalkhor and Bribman priest. (8) 
Ono bojha por plough is taken off tho threshing-floor botore thre 
ing commences by the Ohamae, Hajjam, Lohir and Barbi jointly, 
(4) One Aavhché maund in 21 is allowed alter tho grain is 
threshed and wivmowed to thoso who perform those provesses 
‘and (8) two Racheha paseri per 100 maunds are given to the 
priest, and also to the gorait, ie, one-half per cont, in all, 
Besides this, when the groin is hoaped up for division after 
winnowing, a portion, mixed with the dust of the threshing-flooy 
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nd the chaff, is left aside for thexyot, ‘This allowamoo (Far-agroar) 
represents about 5 per oont,, or somotimes, when the ryot is 
{influential or of high oasto, as much ax 10 por oant, of tho graim, 

Taking all throo harvosts (ayheni, “ihado', and rahi) into oon: 
sidoration, tho onstomary deduotions nx estimated to amount to 
19°56 por oont, of tho grain yicld, which is as a rule disteibuted 
a follows s— 

Veroanbs 


(0) Harvesting exponsos 1072 








()) Customary vitlage allowances 467 
‘ (0) Zarieaguar to the xyot 417 
1956 


‘ho landlowd's sharo is oalowlatod. on the hatnnes (80-44 por oont, 
of tho yicld) nnd is therefore tho samo whothor it is arzivod nt by 
tho danabandi or ba/ai aystom, ‘Tho division ix unually halé and 
Iialt, but thoro ia no uniformity im this rexpoot, tho landlord's shary : 
in somo villages botng four-ninths, and in many sovon-sixteonths, 
while in a few it is only two-fifths, Thor is, however, ono 
ciroumstanoo which results in the landlont’s share being somewhat 
Aiminished, vis,, tho oustom by which the xyot gots all tho straw anit 
chal; and consequently what thoy aotually divide is 80 por oont, 
of the outturn of grain, ond not 80 por oont. of the gross yield 
‘Whon, therefore, the landlord gots one-half, his share reprosonts 
40 por oont, of the outtum of grainy whore it is four-muiths, he 
gots 35}; whovo it is soven-sixtoonths, the porvontago is 35; and 
whore ho gots two-fifths, his sharo roprevonts only 32 por oont, of 
tho grain yiold, 

rom tho proceding account, it will be clone that the Bil! Yong 
system deponds Ingoly on the co-oporation of Inndlants and $f 
tonants. Tor its complete siooess, it is necessary that the interests syst. 
of both parties should bo identical, that the amindix should not 
bo an absenteo Iondlord, and that ho should consoientiously pro 
vide the outlay of capital necostary to Keop un or create mn 
adequate water-supply. In practice, however, tho landlord often 
evades his share of tho responsibility, ani the complicated method 
of appraisemont and division naturally results in a vost amount 
of peoulation and mutual friction, Hndless bicketings aro the 
alo, and the apportionment of tho crop leaves a wide door open 
to fraud and opprossion, osidos this, the system is open to 
the grave objection that it engenders slovenly cultivation, ‘Tho 
incentives to industry axe not so strong asia tho onso of nag 
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and, as the tonant receiving only halt the produce has only half 
the usual motives for exertion, and will not dovoto timo ond 
trouble to improving the land, von in the boginning of the 19th 
contury, Buchanan Hamilton, noticing this feature of tho system, 
sbserved that tho peosant confined his attention to tho valuable 
onde noax tho villago for which he paid a monoy rent, and “in 
the intorvala of labour” oultivatod in a oareloss mannor tho lands 
lot to him for a share of the orops, bis inoflioiont style of 
cultivation is much moro marked on third and fourth-rato land 
than on the otter qualities of soil; but ovon in tho latter caso the 
cultivator, knowing that ho will not got all tho profits of his 
induslxy, froquontly doos not caro to furn wp and pulverizo tho 
soil, apply manure, inxigato the orop, and gonorally tako that 
froubllo which ho would take had ho not to sharo tho inovonsod 
yiold with another. 
Money rents are, howoves, paid ovon in Dido villagos for land 
wing orops which xequiro special care and exponso; and this 
ff gonerally tho cago with all homestond land, as it is pooulinsly 
fdnptod for the growth of special crops, On poorer soils which 
bro difficult to work or irrigato, tho ooonomio disadvantages of 
the bhdoti system become moro apparent, and land of this kind 
‘may sometimes xemain imonltivated when a orop would have been 
drought to matanity upon it, waro ib inblo to a fixed money-rent. 
Those aro grave detects ; but after all the bi dol system is justified 
by novossity, it suits the ciroumstanoes of the people, and it is 
proforrod by many syots, because even if they got no crop, they 
pay no rent and aro not harassod by arrears of ront in bad yours, 
Ta Buchanan Hamilton’s timo this system provailed all over 
Shahtbta, but sinoo then the groater part of the land. has been 
converted into nagdi ; and thoro is a stoady tendency to oonvert 
produo sents to oxsh, ‘he procoss is gradual ; and even in the 
Vinal iesigatod exon, many villages aro still held entirely on the 
bidoti tonuso, while in many more produco rents aro paid for 
Jarge postions of the cultivated ares, and especially forrioo-growing 
Tand, On the wholo, however, the change to cash zonts is extond~ 
ing steadily as tho pooplo realize the diffoultios and disadvantages 
inkerontin such a complicated method of rent recovery ; tho Son 
canal imigation system, which affords the xyot a cortain supply 
of water indepondent of the zamind&r, has done much in this 
direction ; and for the greater part bidoli xents aro now paid eithor 
for inferior lands or only for those 1ands in which cultivation 
doponds entirely on the landlord maintaining irrigation works. 
Statistics of the wages given for certain sclectod classes of 
Isbour and the rates cusrent during the dgeade 1892—1902 will be 
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found in the Appendix. On the whole, there has heen a rise in 
the prioo-of labour during the last 30 years, which is probably 
duo to a groat extent to such spooial causes as the construction of 
tho Son Canals and, moro recently, of tho Mughalsarai-Gayé Line of 
railway, Before the opening of the oanal works, masons, carpon~ 
tors ond blacksmiths reopived from 3 to 4 annas a day ; but the 
demand for labour croated by this echome resulted in a oon~ 
siderable rise of wages, Masons began to omm 4 to 4 annas, 
onrpentors 4 to 6 annos and blacksmiths from 43 to 6 annas 
daily ; and similarly, unskillod Inbourers, who usually got from 
1} to 2 annas, found that they could command 2 to 2} annas 
as their daily wage. From tho table in the Appendix it will 
bbe seen that since that timo wages have remained practically 
stationary, except when the construotion of tho Mughalsnrai- 
Gaya lino created a special temporaxy demand for labour on a 
Innge scale, 

Genorally speaking, howover, skilled Jabour commands a some- 
what higher value in towns than it did formerly. Among masons, 
carpenters and blacksmiths the wage shows an upward tendency ; 
tho silvarsmith’ charges ‘a highor rate for his workmanship; the 
shoemaker and: the tailor havo raisod their tariff ; and there is a 
similar tendency among domestio servants, ‘The rico is small and 
gradual, but is obsorvable all the same ; and it appoars to bo duo to 
4 combination of circumstances such as the advance in the standard 
of comfort among natives of the hetter class, the increased use of 
machinery; and the growing number of well-to-do residents oocupy= 
ing houses of more or less architectural pretensions along the line 
of railway. 

Outside urban areas the wages of Inbour maintain much the 
same level from year to year ; and in the case of unskilled Labour 
their measure is usually the minimum amount required to afford 
moans of subsistonos. Fortunately, however, wages in the villages 
sro usually paid wholly or partly in Kind “even the village artim 
receives groin for tho services he renders ; and the field labouror 
generally gets tho whole of his wage—usually 8 seers a day for a 
man, 24 fora woman and 14 for.a'child—in one or other Of the 
inferior grains such as millets or coarse unhusked rios.. ‘This 
system is. partioularly suited to an agricultural country like 
Shahabad as it has the advantage of being waffeoted by any rise 
in the price of food-grains. Whatever the fluctuations in the 
prico of those in the’ market, the labouren’s woge remains the same. 

+ A.statemont of the, prices, ouent in cach sub-division during 
tho years 1898—1902 is given in the Appendix. It is intoresting 
to compare these prices, with’ those obtaining a. little more than a 


Puoes. 











Mazen 


‘connitiox, 





86 STAAWAD. 


century* before, when even tho finest kind of rico sold at 81 to 44 
score and paddy at 95 to 120 seers per rupee, whilo tho price of 
wheat ranged from 55 to 64 soers and of gram from 73 to 104 
seors per rupee. ‘Tho prices of grain havo risen onormously during 
the last hundred years; but on the other hand there has been n 
yery gront growth in the inoomo of all classes, and during tho 
last goneration the development of communications has had tho 
offect of levelling prioos over largor and laxgor arena. ‘The loss 
of one or oven two oropa of tho year has thorefore a tendency to 
become less and Jess folt, as well ax tho offoct of failures in 
fgolated tracts. Up to the end of Inst oontury thero was only 
ono lino of railway running through tho ‘two sub-divisions of 
Azrah and Buxar, but another lino has rocontly been addod which 
penetrates the Sasarim and Bhobud sub-divisions; and the great 
trade route of the Ganges, the canals and tho notwork of roads 
admirably supplement tho work of the railway. ‘Thor is oonso- 
quently less variation in prices botween vorious paris of tho district 
than formerly, when the railway only tapped tho north of tho 
istrict and tho prices of food-grains varied directly with tho 
distance of the markets from it, Besides this, the vast majority 
of labour is of an agrioultursl character and is paid in kind, 
and immemorial custom has fixed the amount thereof, so that tho 
high prices of grain affoot a large section of the oommunity less 
than would otherwiso bo tho caso, To this it should be added 
that tho xural population keop large stores of grain and are, 
therefore, to a certain oxtent proteoted from tho distress oomso- 
quent on scarcity and the rising price of food, 

‘Tho material condition of the ponsantry varies according to 
localities, and. also according to the position and ciroumstances 
of .their landlords, ‘The most prosperous tonantry axe perhaps 
tw be found in the rich traot of alluvial soil lying worth of tho 
sailway in the head-quarters and Buxar sub-divisions. A great 
deal of this belongs to the Dumraon Raj, end an absence of 
middlemen aad petty Iondlorde goes far towards ensuring the 
comfort of the people, while most of the ryots, who belong to a 
more independent class than in other parts, have acquired 
guashta rights ovor their fields. ‘The wosidents of the dara 
villages aro specially ell off; tho Inbour of tilling the land is 
almost nil, {he seod only requires to bo scattered, and the soil 
impregnated with rich Gangetic loam yields a heavy orop. South 
of the railway lino conditions aro moro voried. ‘Thero sro a largo 











"Yor w list of the prices current in 1781 and 1782, two avorago years, cee 
Marly Rnglish Administration of Bihar by J, 2, Hand, pp. 61-62, 
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number of petty proprietors among whom estates have been 
divided and sub-divided, and ut each division an attompt is mado 
to enhance the ryot’s rent, ‘Tho ryots in this part have also to 
pay canal water-vates, while those in the northern trot have the 
‘ndvantage of excellent cxops without tho cost of inigation, ‘Tho 3 
counels, on tho cther band, have lod to th extended cultivation of 
‘nugxcans, which is a profitable crop, aud, on the wholo, the rycts 
fn this patt of tho disiriot are fuivly well off and prosperous. In 
the Chausé yargana they axo not so woll off ; the soil is Less fertile 
‘und estutos are split up among a number of potty proprietors 
many of the cultivators axe indebted, and a good deal of tho 
lund is said to be falling into tho possession of mandjans. 

Jn tho Sasarim sub-division thore are numerous polty pro- 
prictors, who are goncrully indigont and are often partly 
cultivatore, The stoady xiso in prices, aocompanied as it has 
boon for many yours by only a slight riso in rent, is gradually 
oxtorminnting this class, ‘They oling (o tho land as long os 
possiblo and mortgago their propexties up to tho hilt rather than 
toll any portion of them, but everything points to the gradual 
Aisnppearanco of the old class of petty zamindar and to the transfer 
of their Innds to the mahdjan. or their absorption'in tho estates of 
tho larger propriotors. ‘Tho zyots have suffered from the minuto 
sub-division of property, and ato said to bo best off in tho northern 
uxt of tho subsdivision, wwhero the soil is moro fertilo and the land 
isheld to a groat extent by two lmgo proprietors, tho Dumraon 
Raj and the Raja of Surajpura, In the Bhabus sub-division, 
‘hero agricultural oonditions aro adverse, capital is soaroo and tho 
people aro impoverished. ‘Tho cultivators aro inert and apathotio; 
they take 20 stops to improvo thoir lands and aro content to obtain 
a boro livelihood from the soil; the zaminddxs are in poor 
circumstances, many of them boing seriously involved ; axd the 
incidence of the Innd revenue in proportion to the rental is 
‘highor than elsowheres 

‘hoxo is a general consensus of opinion as to the wide prevalence Iudsbted- 
of indobtednoss ;* but this is a natural incidence of the Low state of "™* 
civilization attained, and in tho absonoo of details os to its nature 
‘and amount, it is soarooly possible to state that it represents any 
groat degreo of poverty. ‘Tho ryot, though he generally keeps a 
cortain amount of grain in store, is often improvident 5 and the 
custom of the country makesheavy expenditure on social ceremonies , 


























* Vora fuller discussion of the question of indebtedness, see Memormdum on 
the Material Condition of tho People of Bengal inthe yours 1602-08 to 1001.02 by 
L.P, Shires, os j 
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obligatory. For thoso reasons, agrioulture like other industries is 


supported on oredit, ond the ma/djan is as ossential to the village 
as tho ploughman. Somo of the xyot’s debt is owod to the 
shopkeeper who sells grain, or to tho maldjan or landlord for 
advances to purchoso food while tho harvest is ripeniug, and such 
acoounts aro usuelly dosed when tho harvest is reapod ; some 
is contracted, moro partioularly if the harvest promises to bo a 
bumper one, for the purpose of marriages; and somo debts are 
business transactions ‘closely conneoted with agrioulture, o,7., for 
the purchaco of scod, ploughs or cattle, or for extending cultiva- 
tion or making agricultural improvements, 

In tho district gonerally tho zamindira are not woll off, 
though thero are a few’ prosperous landlords with extensive 
estatos and large ront-rolls, As a class, thoy aro losing status 
from the minuto sub-division of property, and this system is 
‘s-fraitfol source of ovil both to landlords and tonants, A largo 
number of tho potty proprictors aro impoverished, and their 
condition naturally reacis on their tenanta, towards whom they 
are often oppressive and exacting. Among the latter thero is a 
numerous class of well-to-do poasantry, especially on the bigger 
estates, who oan’hold their own for some time even in seasons 
of soaroity, Below theso come a still larger class, whose oondition 
depends entirely upon the orops of the year, Some of theso are 
tenants with small holdings, many of whom are driven to take 
Jand in the neighbouring’ villoges as sub-tenants on what aro 
praotically raok-rents; whilo others have to supplement their 
resources by working as labourers. ‘Tho former aro more 
common in those parts of the district where the soil is fortile 
and rents have beon sorewod up to a high pitch, and the laiter in 
th southern trao(s whore the rainfall is light, capricious and often 
unfavourable, and where there are no non-agricultural industries 
which would serve as an outlet for superfluous labour, ‘The 
number of sales of holdings, the yourly diminution of grazing 
ands in every village, and tho rising value of gusashta and ooou- 
panoy rights aro all signs of tho growing want of land in parts 
of the district to moot the growth of the population. In the 
orth the land already boars as many as 735 to 890 porsons to the 
square mile, and the fact that Koiris and Kurmis have beon found 
ready to migrate to the grant of land in Burma owned by Messrs, 


+ Myine & Co, of Bihia appears to show that the pressure of 


Labourers, 


Population on the soil is being felt, 

‘At the botlom of the social soale como the labourers who own 
no land, grow no crops and depend entirely on the wages of 
Tebour. ‘They are un improvident class, but on the whole thoy- are 
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botter off than formerly, to judge from the groater number of 
utensils and omaments they possess. ‘This improvement of con 
dition may probably be ascribed to tho faot that large numbers of 
labourers migrate your aftor year at the beginning of the cold 
season, for temporary employment on rons, tanks amd railways 
in tho harvest field, and in other miscellanoous employments’ 
returning again at tho ond of the hot woather in time for the 
agrioultural operations which commence with the bursting of the 
‘monsoon, 

Bido by sido with this class of freo Iaboures, there is a small zanipes. 
and diminishing section of the community known as kamiyds, 
whose position is thot of more sorfs, A Aamiy@ usually sells 
himself to o mastor for a Lump sum of money down, , Formerly 
this was an sotual salo of himself and his heirs for ever, but 
this practico having boon declared illegal, he now hires himself, 
in consideration of am advance or loan, to serve for 100 years 
or fill tho money is ropaid, They aro not allowed to Work 
for any one buf their master, exoopt with his permission, and 
haye their food supplied by him, ° On the whole their position is in 
many ways little, if ab all, woreo thon that of the froe labourers 
(Ganinars) ; shough thoy are degraded benoath the level of tho 
peasant, they are never in want of food even in lean yours ; and 
in this respect they ‘are bettor off than the ordinary Inhourer, 
who is tho first to fecl the pinch of eoaroity when ony failure 
of the crops causes a cessation of tho demand for labour. 

‘With a poople so dependent on the soil, perhaps the best test rete of 
of prosperity is afforded when their resources aro severely strained famine, 
by famine; and it is noticeable that in the famine of 1896-97 
Shababad escaped far more lightly thim mony other districts 
in Bihiy, and that evontually only a small portion of it turned 
out to be ootually distrossed. ‘This comparative immunity is 
uo to the fortility of tho. northem part of the district, to the 
inoreased staying power of the poastniry which has zesulted from 
the vast improvement in communications, and to the protection 
afforded by the Son Oomals, One of tho most remarkable foatures 
of this fimino was the manner in which tho poorer classes of towns 
folk and the genteel poor managed to weather the storm with little 
ontside assistance, and that too in spite of the fot that with their 
small fixed inoomes this class is ono of the first to be affected by 
tho rise of prices. The famine also afforded proof of the gencral 
resourosfulness of the cultivators and of the fact that a great 
number of the agriciltural population have resarve stocks of grain 
‘which enable them to tide over bad times. Though the imports of 
grain were large, they were insufficiont tomakoup the deficiency 











Barly 
ccomte: 


Medora. 
conditions, 


90 SHATTARAD. 


Detween the oultmm of that year and that which tho population 
ordinarily roquite for their support; there were no deaths from 
starvation ; and it follows that the greater part of the balanco 
must have been in the hands of the poople themselves and of tho 
local grain-dealers and zamindars, 

On the other hand, it beoume apparent: that a amall proportion 
of the pooplo are always on tho vorge of starvation, as tho 
figures for gratuitous relief mowntod rapidly as soon as tho Jocal 
organization wos completo; the daily avergo in reooipt of this 
form of reliof was no loss than 4°47 per cent, of the population of 
the distressed area; and all of theso wero found to be in absolute 
need of relief. 

It is, of somo interest in this connection to read Buchanan 
Hamilton’s description of the general poverty prevailing in tho 
beginning of last contury. Only threo families, of which ono 
‘was that of the Rajé of Bhojpur and another that of his kinsman, 
the Zamindar of Jagdispur, lived in tho style becoming gentle- 
men; the huts of the peasants had seldom any window, very few 
of them had wooden doors, and in many the entyanco was always 
open, os even a hurdle to shut it was considerod too expensive a. 
luxury. ‘Tho frco male domestics were usually allowod from 8 to 
16 annas n month bosides their food and clothes, though in Arral 
their wages often ros to Re, 2a month; and it was a rogular 
practice to sell slaves, the price of male slaves being Rs. 15 
and of women Rs. 20 each, In tho neighbourhood of Dumraon, 
it was the oustom for the neighbours to carry any. destitute 
person who was in danger of dying to another villago and 
Jeave him thero; if he survived, the people on whom he was 
stolen removed him to anotuer villego; and, Buchanan Hamilton 
goes on to aay, tho wretch was thus bandied about till ho died. 

Conditions have improved wondorfully since that time, It is 
trae that there is still a small sootion of tho poople who are praoti- 
cally “‘asoripti gleba,” that the bulk of the agrioultural ooramunity 
oun command only two meals a day, and that there is o certain 
percentage of the poorer classes who in ordinary times oan only 
just make ends meot and who are often pinched for food. On tho 
other hand, there has ben a considerable increase in the incomes 
of the Jand-holding and cultivating classes, and their standard 
cof comfort and exponditare lns ison. ‘Che wealthior inhabitants 
live for the most part in the towns in substantial houses of brick 
or stone ; and even in tho villages the majority of tho olay houses 
are tiled, ‘The substantial cultivators havo a large stock of clothes 
for thomselves ond, their families, and even tho labourers axe not 
10 utterly resourveless as they usod to bo, Whe great bulk of the 
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ryots enjoy o Gxity of tenvro which leaves them a fair share of 
the produce ; the cultivators of small holdings have benefited by 
the goneral rise in prices; and the class of landless Inbourers is 
comparatively small, ‘Tho northem part of the district contains a 4 
substantial and sturdy yoomn tenautry, known os gustashtadars, 
who have always been teuasions of their ancient righle and 
customs, and have succeoded in maintaining thom, ‘The canals, 
railwoys ond ronds place every part oxoept the hilly tracts in the 
south within onsy real of the markets, and oaual irrigation 
roners one-third of tho population indepondont of the eeasons, 
‘Tho cultivating class have, moreover, ® resouros unknown to the 
ryots in Bengal proper in oultivating opium. ‘Those who 
undertake to do eo reosive allowances in cosh from tho Opium 
Department proportionato to the area which they undertake to 
plaot, and theso advances ave made af a time when money is. most 
coveted. By thismeans largo cums find their way into the hands A 
of the people; in tho fumino of 1896-97 over 9 lakhs was paid to 
tho oultivators; and though, as explained in Ohapter V, the area 
imder poppy has shrunk of late years, no less than 7} lakhs 
‘was paid as advances in 1903-04. Besides this emigration i 


activo than elsewhere; largo uumbors of tho labourers omigrato 
anouelly in ecarah of » ot th uly oye andlor —~ 
tho eastern districts, and may She adult males are 
to be found spread over other parts of India in quasi-permaneut 
omploy. All tose persons muke romittanoes to their homes, 
while thoso who migrate fur a time bring back with thom the 
Polanco of their savings ; and in this way large sums of money 
are sent and brought into the distriot every year, and aro expended 
inthe support of the families of tho labouring classes, In the 
famine year 1896-07 noarly 233 lakhs was paid by monoy ordox 
in the district, the amount paid per head of the popalation being: 
greater thon in any other distriot in the Paina Division; tho 
money orders were almost all for sums below ls, 10, the avorage 
being about half that sum ; and it may be concluded thot a lerge 
proportion must have represented remittances eent by emigrants to 
their homes, Sinoo that timo this moaus of remitting money has 
grown in popularity ; and in enh of tho years 1903-04 and 
1904-05 tho amount paid by money order has exceeded 21 lakhs, 
ts fact which may reasonably be taken as an indication of the 
increased prosperity of the people, 
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OHAPTER IX. 


OOOUPATIONS, MANUPACTURES AND TRADE. 


oooves- As in other Bongal diséxiots, a largo majority of tho people aro 
mow.” engnged. in agrioultural pursuits, no loss than U4'8 per oont, of 
tho whole population doxiving their livelihood from agriculture. 
Of these 63 per cont, aro actual workers, and theso indlude 12,000 
rent-reoeivers, 462,000 rent-payors and 192,000 labourers, Of 
tho remainder 17°7. pot oent, xo supportod by industries; tho 
professional classes account for 1-9 per oont,; and, as might bo 
Pa ‘expected in a district which contains no manufacturing towns or 
important trade contros, the commercial olass is very small, amount 
ing to only 0°5 por cont, ‘Tho proportion of persons engaged in 
industrial ocoupations is larger. than in the othor distriots of 
tho Patna Division ; it is approached only in the adjoining distriot 
of Patna (172 por oont,), the next largest proportion being found 
in Gaya (14 por cont.) ; and it is vory much greater than in tho 
trons-Gangotio districts, Nativo ‘handiorafts havo in faot not 
found tho samo homo in tho districts to the north as in those to 
tho south of tho Ganges; and it has boon suggostod that tho 
reason of this ia that attor the murder of Alamgir and the fall of 
Delhi in 1750 A.D., many mombors of tho Muhammadan nobility 
attached ‘to the Mughal court rotired to the,jagire that had been 
givon thom in tho Patna, Gaya and Shahabid districts, bringing 
in their train largo numbers of arti@oers and traders who ‘sottled 
down in these threo districts; while tho districts to tho north of 
tho Ganges wore still in an unsettled stato, sparsely populated and 
only partially cultivated. 

As is only natural in a distriot where tho great majority of the 
people are éngaged in agricultural ‘and pastoral pursuits and whore 
the urban population is small, the bulk of tho industrial commu. 
nity aro’ employed in supplying the simple needs of a rural 
people, Manufactures in the proper renso of the word are few in 
number and of litte significance. Bonrcoly any of tho. industries 
produce anything for export, and those few which do are on a 
‘small goalo and ina languishing condition, 

Sugar ,‘Tho manufacture of sugar was formerly tho principal industry ; 
relive. and gs recently as 80 years ago the sub-division of Basar elono 
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‘contained 68 minufectories, A stimulus to’the growth'of sgar- 

ano was indeed given by the introdnotion of the Bibia sugar 
mill, and its substitution for tho old stone sngaroane press; but 
with the dovelopmont of communications and the growth of trade, 
tho industxy has found itself low and loss able to compete with 
tho imporis of cheap Manzitins sugar, Largo qrntitios of this 
‘and othor foroign anger aro sold at xatos Lower thin thone obtained 
for loou! agar, and {ho manutnatwo of the Lutter lias consequently 
declined considerably of xooont yous. In 1893-94 the output 
waa 0,000 maunds, tho prinoipal manufnotorios being: thoso at 
Nistiganj and its suburb Hariharganj, with an oulturn valued at 
14 lakh, while there wor also smaller rofineries at Dumraon, 
Dubauli, Mohuax, Chandanpur, Naya Baaw and Jagdispur, Tho 
manufacture is now practically confined. to Nastiganj and Haxihur- 
ganj, where two factorion alill struggle on, one worked by a water 
mill und tho othor by a small steam-engino; the larger of the two 
is sported to turn ont about 9,260 mands of sugar and 11,260 
mannds of molnssos annually, and the quantity produced by the 
othor is 3,600 and 7,500 maunds, respectively. 





Papor was at ono timo made in lnzge quantities at Hlaxihar- reper 


genj, and in. 1872-78 thoro wore 21 manufuctorers who produced 
7,208 xoame of 10 different cfalities. ‘Tho induatry is now alniost 
‘oxtinot ; it has boon tmable to compoto with the impoxtod machine- 
made papor of Sexamporo, and the prpor-makors aro botaking, 
thernselvos to agrioultural pursuits, ‘Tho paper manufnotared is 
called Jarala, and is exported to Bonares and other Iaxge towns 
in the noxth-wost, whore it is usod by bankers who like it on 
ocount of its durability. 

“Woaving was formerly a large avd prosperous indnatry, and 
Buchanan Hamilton estimated that there wore over 7,000 houses 
of weavers working in cotton with 7,950 looms, As in other 
parts of the Proviner, the hand-made article has been driven out 
bf tho market by imported pigoe-goods, and tho weavers havo for- 
akon their hereditary calling for more profitnble occupations; 
ft the lust oonsus only 11,000 cotton weavers wero onmornted. 
‘Who weaving of coarse cotton cloths is, however, still carried ou 
ton certain oxtent, as some of tho podplo prefer it to imported 
machine-mado stuff on acoount of its durability ond its warmth 
jn the cold sonson; two fly-shuttle looms working at Kamlahar, 
which turn out a strong coars cloth, are reported to hold their 
‘own against foreign oompetition, 

Country blankets axe woven by the shepherd caste, those made 
in Bhalua being of good texturo; and carpets both of cotton nd 
‘Woo! exe manufactured in the Sesardm ond Bhabud sub-divisions, 
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‘At Sasarim they command a fair sale, but the industry is 
Innguishing owing to tho importation of carpets from Miraipur. 

Lnequered pottory is a spooial industry at Sagarim, Tt con- 
sists of ordinary oarthen pots and vasos of varions shapes paintod 
over with no, ‘The dosigns ond colouring display oonsiderablo taste, 
and thongh the industry is not extonsive, tho small cost of prodito- 
tion and the high prices obtained leave w good margin of profit, 

‘Tho manufnoture of snltpotve, whioh is under tho control of 
tho Noxtliern India Salt Dopartmont, is oarriod on to a nominal 
extont, ns tho soil is not saliferons; 6,000 mounds wore manu 
faotaxed in 1008-04, 

Bens, copper and bell-motal aro worked by ‘Thathoris and 
KKacoris into various omnamonts for the arms and foot, Mustard 
md Iinsoed continue to be pressed in tho old-fashioned country 
rnills; but the manufacture of vogotuble oils is overywhore suffor- 
ing from the inevosing uso of mineral oils, and many, of the oil- 
pressors have takon to other trades, such a grain. and spioo selling. 

‘Dho district in not xich in mineral rosouroos, — Kankar ox 
nodular Limestone is found in almost all parts of tho plains, 
pastioulaly in the bods of rivors wud along tho banks of the 
Bon; it is used for motalling roads, wnd ia also burnt in ondor to 
obtain ime. ‘Tho sand-stone quarritd from the Kaimuy hills is 
oxtonsively used for building purposes, for which it is admirably 
ndapted. “It is vory durable, and oven now tho blocks which 
compose tho great struotures built by Sher Shih and his fofnily 
show little signs of dooay, whilo the insoriptions at Rohtdsgarh aro 
still as cloar out as if they had only recently boon obisellod, On 
tho construction of the Son Canals, whon a domand for building 
locks wos orented, the Irrigation Department sucoooded in obtain- 
ing all the material they required from tho Dhaudhinr hill on the 
Sasarim-Tilothu roud ; and moro rooontly tho Wast Indian Reilway 
Company used largo quantities of stone oxtruoted from tho hills at 
Karanndia for the bridgos and station buildings on the Mughalsarai- 
Gaya seotion, as woll as for metalling the line. ‘Theso quarries 
aro atill worked a tramway conneots Dhaudhany with Dohri, and a 
short feodor lino links up the Karaundia quarries with tho railway, 
‘Besides this, small slabs aro quarried nenr Sasarim for domestio 
purposes, being sod for hand-mills and oury-stones. A. small 
quantity of clum uzod to be mamufuetured about half a ooutusy 
‘ago in the area noxth of Rohttagaxh to the wost of the Son, from 
slates belonging to the Kaimur group of tho Vindhyan sorios ; 
copporas or izon sulphate is also obtained in the same region, 

Limestone is found at tho bottom of tho precipioes which 
surround the table-lond and ils ridgos, in the deep glens behind 
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Shorgava, and in tho bed of the Karamnis ; laygo quantitios aro 
extraoted and, whon burnt, yield a good lime, Tho lime-buning 
induetey was formoxly in tho hands of a numbor of small Local 
‘men, und nt ono time some eighty kilns were in existenos, 
Reoontly, howover, largo fans, both Iuroporn and Indian, havo 
hogan to work the quarries on a Lagor and more aystomatio soale, 
and moat of tho oxiginal small kis havo consod to work, In the 
Binskati Mahil Govornmont has offered special facilities fox tho 
dovalopment of this industry by granting pormission to sovoral 
ompanies to start limostono quarries at low rates of royalty, 
nd oonsidernblo quantity of Kime is now being oxported, 
which oompotos on equal torma with tho produots of the Katni 
quarries, ‘The lorgost lime faotory is that at Banjixi owned. by 
Moma, Ootavins Stool & Oo, ; other Compenios, such ag tho Itchtis 
Timo Company snd Monm, Mukheji & On, of Calentta, have 
also started operations; and the industry willin all probability 
toon nasime lerge proportions, ‘The wale of the royalty paid to 
Government and to the zamindixe vaxios from fons annas to one 
‘poo fonr annas por hnndzed oubio foot of Limo extraoted, ¢ 

Thoro aro only five factories in tho distriot, two being the Putorios, 
sngor fnotorios already mentionod, which ave vory small concens 
employing on tho averago only 70 operatives. At Bibia the walle 
known sugeroane mills aro manufactured and the factory supplies 
1 groat domand, as thoso improved implementa aro now in common 
wo thronghoat Bongal. ‘Tho Tmigation Department maintains 
an onginoning workshop at Dehrt, amploying’ 86 operatives 
daily, which turns out all the wood and iron work required for 
tho aniout, locks and canals. The Buxar Contral Jail isa great 
manufacturing concern, where the ohfot industry oarried on is 
tho mannfactoxo of tents; besides this, the prisoners aro employed. 
in weaving cloth ond in making uniforms and clothing for the 
Police, Opium and Jail Departments. 

‘The Hast Indian Railway constitutes the chief artery of Tnx. 
commerce, and the main trade of the district is that which is Trai 
carried out of it or brought into it by this route. A certain" 
amount of produco passes along the canals, whioh aro now in 
direct conneotion with the railway, as both their northern and 
southern termini are now on tho line of rail. There has long 
‘been a considerable inter-district trade in grain, oil-seeds and yit 
carried by pack-bullocks between Shahibiid and tho large market. 
town of Garwa in Palamau, but this is now being diverted to the 
railway owing to the construction of the Baran-Daltonganj line. 
‘A. laxgo amount of produce also finds its way along the various 
vonds and then across the Ganges to the Ballia and @hasipur 
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Aistriots ; groat quantitios of bamboos are floatod down the Son ; 
and there is a heavy river-borne trade along tho Gangos. ‘Tho 
main stream of the latter river passos along the northorn boundary, 
and a bieweokly steamer sorvico touches at Buxar and Chaust, 
comooting thoso plaoss with tho largo mars situated on its banks 
doth in Bengal and in tho United Provinces, A. groat part of 
the morchandieo of tho riparian tract is borno by this sorviog and. 
also by a largo numbor of country boats plying on tho Ganges, 

‘Tho rotwns of rail-borno tralo show that tho balanoo of trado 
reste with Shthabad, av it oxports far moxo than it roootves, 
16,26,000 mannds of goods being exportod in 1003-04, aa 
comparod with 10,60,000 mands importod, In tho sano your 
gram and pulses (6,04,000 mands) formed by fur tho groatost 
article of export, and noxt in importanoe came sugar in its various 
forms, Altogether 15,000 mands of rofined and 1,85,000 mounds 
‘of unrefined sugar wore sont out: of tho distriot, besides 2 31,000 
mounds of gur, molasses and othor erade snochavine produos. Moro 
than half of tho latter wis dospatched to the Central Provinoos 
and two-thirds of tho unrofined sugar to the United Provinoos, 
After sugar tho principal article exportod was linsood (346,000 
maunds), almost tho wholo of which found its way to Caloutta, 
Among imports coal (6,67,000 maynda) bulicod most largely, and 
next to that salt /2,12,000 maunds) and Huropoan cotton pioooe 
‘goods (62,000 maunds), 

A noticoablo foaturo in tho trade of Shahabid has boon the 
Aooreaso in tho imports of rico and in tho oxports of wheat, In 
1872, nm avorage your, 6,41,000 maunds of food-grains woro 
importod by tho railway ; 20 yours aftorwards only about half of 
this amount was imported, a in the two yours 1892-03 and 
1898-94 only 6,60,000 maunds wore brought by rail into tho 
istrict ; and finally tho imports of rioo had fallen to 1,75,000 
mounds in 1902-03 and 1903-04, ‘This result may be asoribod 
to a largo oxtont to the extonsion of rice ultivation owing to canal 
irrigation ; and the doorease of the exports of wheat from 5,50,000 
mands in 1892-98 and 1893-94 to 42,000) maunds in the two yours 
onding the next deoade appears to be caused by a corresponding 
contraction of tho aron under whoat, x 
Coutres o¢ ‘Tho intornal trndo of the distriot is oontved at the bi-wookly 
frule. “hats held in the larger villages, Hero the villagers and smaller 

mahdjans bring their surplus grain on paok-bullooks aud purchase 
their daily necessities, such as salt, cloth and oil. The grain is 
Aespatched thenos in carts to the larger contres of trade on tho 
railway, the Ganges or the Son Oanals, suoh as Arrah, Dumraony 
Buxar ond Chousi on the main lino of the Hast Indian Railway, 
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Sasaram and Dehrt on the Gaya-Mughalsarai seotion, and Nasri- 
ganj on the Son, 

‘Tho most important fair is thatheld at Barohpur,a village two Fai. 
miles north of Raghunathpur on tho Hast Indian Reilway. It is 
attended by over 100,000 people ond is held twice in the year, onoe 
in February and again in April. I¢lasts 12 days and is essontially 
a cattle fair, but horse-dealors also attond and a considerable trade 
is corried on in brass, spices, caxpots, cotton, ofo, An agricultuml — + 
exhibition is hold in conneotion with the February fair, at whioh 
prizes of tho valuo of Re, 1,500 are given for exhibits of field and 
garden produoo and live-stock, Governmont contributing Re. 500 
for prizes for catile and Rs, 150 for agricultural oxhibits. At 
Bhaluni in tho Sasarim sub-division a fair is hold annually in 
October and April in honour of the goldoss Devi, It attracts 
about 10,000 persons, and spioss, pieos-goods and articles of 
country mannfacture ‘aro tho principal articles sold, ‘The only 
other fairs worthy of mention ero three held at Buxar, called 
Khichri, Amawas and Satawan, ‘Thosoaro really bathing restivals, 
and aro usually attended by 2,000 to 4,000 poople; the principal 
articles of merohandiso exposed for sale are pieoo-goods, brass-ware, 
enrthon-ware and other miscellaneous goods. 
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OHAPTER X, 


MEANS OP COMMUNTOA‘TON, 
Swamanap is woll provided with moans of communication by 


sonds, railways, xivors and canals, ‘Tho Gangos bounda it on tho 
north, the main Iino of tho Rast Fndion Railway vans along its 





* northern boundary for 60 milos, and tho Mugholsarai-Gayi lino 


crobsos tho southern portion, ‘The Arrah canal loving the Son at 
Dobxi runs up to Armah (60 miles), while other laxgo branchos 
‘ivorgo to Baxar and claowhere, Lastly, the Grand ‘Trunk Row 
travorsos it from south-east, to north-west, and tho whole distriot is 
voll supplied with District Board and village roads, tho mileago of 
which reaches a total of 1,936 miles, Tho only tract in which 
roads aro soarce and communieation is difftult is the Kaimur 
plateau, which is approached by stoop ghate and contains only rough, 


. tracks used by pack-bullocks. 


‘ho roads of the district aro a comparatively reoent oroation, 
‘yo great ronds,” wrote Dr. Buchanan Hamilton in tho beginning 
of tho last contury, “pass through the whole brondth of tho dis- 
riot, but neither is of much advantage to commerce. Ono of thom 
js tho military road from Caloutts to Benares, which is kept up by 
the yublio, Laden oxon, and even carts, can pass during the rainy 
fonson, exoopt immodiatoly after grout falls, when many toryonta 
render it impracticable, ‘Tho othor road, along the old bank of the 
Ganges, is also a military rond from Dinaporo to Busax jit is main- 
tained by a tax of 1 por cont, levied on the whole land assessed. 
‘This. road is very indifferently suited oven for military purposes, 
fas it is mot practioablo in the rainy soason, and is not carried 
through, between any two great stations. Wheeled carriages, oven 
on those two roads, aro vory little employed exoopt by travallers of 
rank, and that chiofly for their own conveyance, or oooasionally 
that of their baggage: Almost tho only means of convoyanco 
procurable for hire in the intoxior, or even closo to the- Gangos, 
consists of pack-bullooks. Porters aro used to carry the baggage of 
travellors, and weavers and shoo-makers ero generally hold bound 
to postorm this sorvioa whenover required by their landlords, who 
in return oxompt thom from ground-rent for their huts.” ven 
as lato as 1865 tho bad state of communications aggravated tho 
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severity of the famine, and in the year 1869 the difficulty of con- 
veying grain into the interior was increased by tho small number 
and badnoss of the roads, ‘Tho deplorable state of affairs at that 
time may bo gathered from a report of the District Bnginoer, who 
wrote:—" ‘Tho grain that was to givo life to ths people had to be 
Aistributod throughout the distriot, and tho imporfeot condition 
‘ofthe Iooal xonds xondorod thin a task of tho utmost difficulty, 
During tho rains, whon tho importations wore groatest, the 
Sasardm and Arrah xond, whioh is tho prinoipal lino in the district, 
Dut unmetallod, was crowded with traffo; and it was painful to 
witness long strings of oarts, half a hundred in a line, cutting 
thoir way through afoot deop'of puddles.” ‘I'on yours later thero 
wero only two metalled roads, one of which, the Grand ‘Trunk * 
Road, had boon oonstrnotod in 1861-62, and the other, a rond from 
Dargauti to Zamnia, was only 6} miles long, Besides theso, thero 
‘word 16 ronds, tnmotalled but bridged and raised throughout, with 
fa total longth of 431 milos; and altogether there woro 967 milos 
of District Board roads, Sinco that period the construction of 
additional ronds and the improvement of tho existing onos has 
voooived closo attontion ; and. the famines of 1874-76 sind 1806-97 
gave a great impetus in this direotion. During tho first famino 
Sroads with an aggregate longth of 109 miles wore made as reliet 
svorks; ond in the Intter famiuo the distressed wero employed on 
tho construction of 11 roads, of which 5 with o total Length of 
156 miles wore comploted, In addition to tho Grand Trunk Road, 
which is the only road maintained from Provincial funds, thore 
wore at the ond of last contury (1809-1900) altogothor 181 milos 
of motalled, 258 miles of unmotalled roads, and 882 miles of 
village ronds, ‘Tho numbeF of roads of all classes has sinco ine 
oroasod, and in 1904-05 the Distriot Board maintained 180 miles 
of motalled, 527 miles’ of unmetallod roads, and 1,197 miles of 
village roads; the oost per mile of the fizt two classes of roads 
being Rs, 408 ond Re, 184, rospootivoly. 

Leaving out of oooount the short lines of fooder roads running 
to the Ganges and Son rivers and to the railway, tho principal 
motalled roads are:—(1) The Grand ‘Truuke Road, whioh entors 
Shababsd at Dehri-on-Son, whoro it arosses the river on @ massive 
stone causoway. After passing through Susarim, Jabinabéd and 
BhabuA Road station, it orossos tho Kuramnigh bya large masonry 
bridge, Its total lngth in this distriot is 68 miles, (2) The old 
military rond, 64 miles long, running along the northon border of 
the distriot from Ohaus’ to Koelwar, (8) Sho road from Avrah 
to Sasarim, running roughly parallel to the Sun, 61 miles in 
Tength, ‘The two Intter ronds are connested by a road from 
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‘Nastiganj to Dumraon (40 miles), which orosses the road 
mentioned at Bikramganj. 

Of the unmetalled xoads the most important are:—(1) Tho 
Koolwar-Akbarpur road (91 miles) running along the bank of 
tho Son, which connects tho oxtreme south with the north of the 
Aistriot : until the construotion of the railway in Paldmau it was 
the chief route along which tratflo from that distriot passed ; (2) 
the Cbausi-Saserim rond (47 miles); and (3) the Bikramganj- 
‘Mohanis road (42 miles), passing through tho centro of the distriot 
from west to east, 

‘Shababsd is fairly well sorved by railways. ‘Tho main line of 
tho Hust Indian Railway runs through tho north of the district, 
whioh it ontora.at Koelwar, whoro a’ fine lattioo-girder bridge has 
deen built soross the Son, ‘This great work was commenood for 
‘single lino of rails in 1855, and after mony intorruptions during 
tho Mutiny, wos completed in 1862; the sooond lino was begun in 
1868, and flaished in 1870, ‘ho total longth of the bridge from 
ack’ to back of tho abutments is 4,109 fovt, divided among 28 ° 
spans of 150 foot onch. Undernoath each line of rail is a sub-way 
for foot-passengors and beasts of burden. ‘Tho lino os for as 
Benaros was completed in 1862, and in 1869 the largo impor. , 
tations of grain it brought into the distriot savod it from famine, 

‘Tho south of the distriot is topped by tho Mughalawrai-Gaya 
Jing, oponed in 1900, running from Dohri-on-8on to the Karam- 
nish, with o total longth in this distriot of 63 milos. Tt is oarried 
over the Son by ono of tho longost bridgos in the world, which 
‘was constructed in throo yours at a cost of 36 lakhs; the total 
length is 10,044 foot, and it comprises, 93 spans of 108 foot each, 

‘Tho Gangos is navigable throughout the your; and a stoamer 
jervioa for passengers and goods tralfio plies as far as Bonaros, a 
steamer runing three times a weok and touching at Buxar and 
Chousi, Of the other rivers the Karammisd, the Darganti and 
tho Suri are navigablo only during the rainy sonson. Boats of 
‘50 maunds burden sail up the Karamnisi to the confluence of tho 
Dargauti; on the Inttor river boats oxn sail up-stream for about 
{60 milos; and on the Suri boats of 100 maunds. burden ply up to 
the foot ‘of the hills, where extensive lime quarries aro worked. 
‘The Kao or Dhobi is only navigable for a short distanoe from 
{ts junotion with the Ganges, Navigation on the Son is inter- 
mittent and of Little commercial importance; in the dry season 
the small depth of water prevonts boats of more than 20 maunds 
proceeding up-stream, while the violent floods in the rains equally 
eter large boats, though boats of 600 or 600 maunds oocasionally 
sail up, The main canals of the Son imrigation system aro . 
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navigable, 182 wiles of canals being now (1905) open to naviga 
tion; and a bi-weokly service of steamers runs from Dehri to 
Arrah, ‘Tho canal-borne traffio used to bo considerable, but, has 
suffered greatly from competition with the Mughalsarai-Gay& 
Railway.” This lino attraots the traffic that was formerly sont 
along the canals ; nnd the steamer sorvioe which formerly ran along. 
tho Buxar canal had to be ebandoned in 1901, ‘Tho river and 
canal traftle is almost entirely carried on by moans of country 
outs, somo having a capacity of as much ag 1,000 maunds, 

ho Distriot Board oontxols 17 farrios, of which the most impor- Werreg, 
tant aro thoso aoross the Ganges and Son. Passengers aro chargod 
small fo0s, and tho right of collecting those is sold by auotion, 

‘Phero aro altogethor 730 inilos of postal communication in the Vostis 
Aistriot and 78 post offices. ‘Tho number cf postal articles delivered Come31- 
in 1904-05 was 2,658,982, including lottors, post-ourds, puokets, *"** 
nowspapers and parcels; the valuo of tho money orders issued 
‘was Its, 11,98,000, and the total amount of Savings Bank deposits 
was Ls, 3,68,894. ‘Choro are also 11 telegraph ofioes, from which 
16,649 mossages wore issuod in the same year, 
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CHAPTER XI, 


LAND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION, 


Dunne the reign of Akbar, Shahabad was comprised within 
aarkar Robtés, the area of which was 473,843 Liyhas ; and in 1582 
the land revenuo demand ‘was fixed at Rs, 10,21,986 by 'Lodar 
‘Mal, Akbar’s great finance ministor, ‘The first inorenso of this 
assessment was made 76 years afterwards (1658) by Shuja Khan, 
who raised the annual rovenue to Re, 12,32,838. ‘The great 
sarkar of Rohtis had by this time beon split up into two sarkars, 
one of which rotained the old name and was assossed to 
Rs, 777,295, while the other, comprising tho northern portion 
‘of the distriot, was known as Shababad Bhojpar and liad its 
revenue fixed ab Rs. 4,56,538, In 1760 tho domond was again 
inoreased by the Sibahdéx, Alt Vardi Khan, to Ite, 13,66,410, of 
which the two earkdrs Rohtis and Shababid Bhojpar were oach * 
liable for Re. 5,89,565 and Rs, 8,26,845, respeotively. On tho 
acquisition of the dhoani by tho Bast India Company in 1765, an 
alteration in the nssossmont was made by Muhammad Rasa Khan, 
and tho not rontal of tho khalea and jagir lands of sarkar Shaha- 
dad (1,869 square miles) was declared to be Rs. 6,09,286, while 
Robtas (8,680 square miles) was assoseed to Re, 675,781. Sarkar 
Rohtis, however, included soveral traots outside the distriot, such 
asthe parganas of Siris and Katumbi in tio Gaya district and 
Taplé and Belaunja in Palamou, while the Chaus& pargana was 
attached to sarkar Ghazipur, s 

‘When the English assumed the ds fasio governmont of the 
country, they continued the existing systom of administration, 
and until 1769 a native naib, or deputy, diwan, conducted the 
collection of tho revenue under the nominal control of the 
‘Baropean Obief at Patna, In 1769 Supervisors were appointed in 
subordination to the Chief to suyorintond the native officers 
employed in collecting tho rovenue and administering justice, 
and in the succeeding year a Revonno Council of Control was 
established at Patna. When, however, the Court of Direotors sont 
out orders in 1771 “to stond forth as Diwan and by the agenoy 
of the Company’s servants to take upon themselves the entire 
carg and management of the revenues,” the naib didn at Patn 
‘was removed, and it was decided to substitute Huropean for native 
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agouey. ‘The Supervisors were now designated Collostors, and a 
ative oflicer, styled diiodn, was associated with each in the “super 
intendency of the revenues.” Tn tho following year, it was date: 
mined to make a five years’ settlement of Bihar, and, the zamindars 
having doalined to accept a farm of tho rorenues of thefr districts, 
tho systom of putting thom up to publio competition was attempted, 
A body of spoouletors, called routers, accordingly sprang up, and 
farmed the rovenve till 1777, the zamindévs thomselvos xoosiving 
an emnnity of 10 per cont. (ndlikdud) on their collections, ‘The 
experiment proved a failure, as ignorant of the real capabilities of 
tho oountry and incited by the hopes *of profit, these speculators 
readily agreed for sums which they were utterly unable to pay 5 
and on the expiry of the settlement it was determined to introduco 
the system of yoorly farms. ‘This sxangemcnt caly intousified 
the mischief; tho rentore had no assuranco that they would hold 
the farm another year or oven have time to collect the ourrent 
mand; they exacied asmuch os they ould extort in the shortest 
time possible; and knowing that they would be imprisoned for 
any arrears, they mede every endeavour to amass a fortune as 
soon. as they ooald, 

‘This was the stato of affairs in 1781 when the wholo of Bihar 
was sottled with Maharaja Kelyén Singh, who was tho dian 
of tho Company ot Patna and had the title of “Roy Royan.” 
To proocoded to appoint Raja Khoali Ram to be hie naid and 
gavo him a sub-lease of Chainpur, Sasarim and other paryanas; 
‘Dut as neither was in a position to manage such a lange extent 
of country, thoy wero foroed to let out the parganas to farmers 
or subsronters called ails. In this woy Shababsd was divided 
among threo farmers, Chainpur and Sasarim being lensed to one 
Mustafa Kult Khan, parganas Piru, Nonawr ond Dauwar being 
farmed by the zomindir of Jagdispux, while Raja Bikramajit 
Singh socured therremainder of the distriot, ‘This eystem proved 
equally unsatisfactory; the rovenue officers had to uso sepoys 
to assist them in enforcing payment and in coercing refractory 
ryots; thoy collected the ronts at the point of the bayonet, and 
wrangled with the local zamindars on the one hand and oppressed 
the ryots on the other. In 1782 the Revenue Ohief reported. that 
when he visited Arrah on the 80th June not a plongh was to be 
sen and many of tho villages wore deserted owing to the 
oppression of Raja Bikramajit Singh and bis relation, tho 
‘Znmindér of Jogdispur ; the distriot was continually falling into 
arrears; and the dmils had to be constantly changed. 

Propor supervision was difficult owing to tho small number of 
the Company's officors and tho vast territory under thoir control, 
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In 1774 the Buropean collectors haa boen recalled and a Revonue 
Council appointed at Patna. This, however, was abolished in 
1781, and the President of the Goundil, or Revenue Ohief, was 
‘appointed Colleotor under the orders of the Committee of Revenuo 
in Onloutta, His jurisdiction was onormous, as it included Bihax, 
Shahabid and Tithut; but in 1782 ‘Pirhut was formed into a 
separato Oollestorship, in 1784 sarkér Rohtas bocama a separate 
charge under an. offfcor who was not only Oollestor “but also 
hhad oontrol of tho criminal administration, and in tho samo 
year pargenas Sandch and Ballin wero detached from Shahabal 
‘and placed undor the Sxperintondent of tho Hnzuxi Mohtls 
(own lands). In 1785 the former of sarkars Shahabid ond 
Rohtis, who had ongaged for 10 lakhs, fell into arrears for 
the sum of 1} lakh and throw up tho farm in disgust. In the 
next year the result was no better; one sub-losseo defaulted for 
half a lakh; another owed the farmer a Inkh; ond the zamindéy 
of Dinira, after looting his kacheri and killing his men, set the 
sopoys who woro sont to arrest him at defiance and collected a laxga 
fore at Chouss. ‘The small foroo of sopoys at tho disposal of the 
Company's officers wore powerless to capture him, and ultimately 
it required the despatch of a small military expedition to seoure 
his arrest, 

‘Writing in 1786 Mr. Brooke, the Revenue Obief, bitterly 
complained of the diffioulty of his position; he pointed out that, 
within the five years during which he had held the office, three 
snoocssivo settlements had boon made whioh increased the assoss- 
ment, but only resulted in  deorease in the collections; and, in 
theso circumstances, he mged that the criminal administration 
should be mado over to him in order to “infuse vigour jnto the 
collections.” At another time he pointed out that there was no 
kind of villainy which tho thikddars and xyots did not practise 
when closely pressed for payment of the fists, and that such were 
their trioks that the amils for-foar of tho Fawidart court dare not 
take thoso steps to gocure payment which were customary and 
usually observed in the collections, ‘Tho Adalat and Fajtari being 
under different persons, the-under-farmers might, when owing a 
considerable balance, contrive to have a suit instituted against 
them in the Adda for u trifling sum ; for this thoy wore 
confined and so managed to avoid the payment of a larger amount, 
“Imprisonment,” he added, “seems uo sort of punishment for a 
native of these parts, It is not here, as in Bengal, ‘whoro a poon 
ting by osder can bring a whole paryaiu of ryots before the 
Collector without the least trouble, In this part of the country 

. it is very different, for they do not saruple to opposo even an 
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armed force sent: by order of Government.” These represent: 
ations had the desired effect ; and he became virtually the first 
Magistrate and Qollector of Shabab’d with complete control 
over the revenue and judicial administration of the district. A 
Finally, the decennial sottlement, which was declared. to Tho 
‘be permanent in 1793, was concluded in 1790, the demand of eet 
land revonus being Rs. 10,37,836. By the year 1943 it had ment 
risen gradually to Rs. 13,5, 282, and 20 yeors afterwards to 
Re, 16,71,883; this inoroaso being due, it is said, to the inorensed 
Imowledge of the district brought about by the revenue survey of 
1844-46, In 1878 it bad grown to Rs. 17,538,943, the increase 
Deing ascribed parlly to the survey and sottlement of the 
Gangetic diaras; but since that date the demand hos remained 
practically stationary. In 1904.05 it amounted to Rs, 17,20,906, 
payable by 10,193 estates, of which 9,503 with'a demand of 
Res, 14,94,766 were permanently settled, 547 with a demand of 
Re. 1,31,303 were temporarily settled, the remainder being held 
direct by Government. ‘The inoidonce of revenue is only 
ands 18-9 per cultivated acre or about 22 per cent, of the 
estimated rental. 
In 1844 a domaroation survey of the district was carried out, gu 
in which the boundaries of villages and estates were defined and = see 
a compass and chain survey of them was made, ‘This domareation ™” 
wos followed by the professional village suxvey of 1844-46, tho ‘ 
object of which was to’ mako survey of the village boundaies a 
‘and to prepare a map, on the scale of 4 inches to the mile, showing 
the geographioal and topographical features of the country. In 
1863 survey and settlement proceedings were instituted in rospect 
of the Gangetic didras in accordance with the-provisions of Act 2; 
‘TX of 1848; and 12 years later a cadastral survey of tho land 5] 
inrigable from the Son Canals was undertaken on a scale of 32 
inches to the mile, and was brought to a close in 1878. Lastly, a 
revenue survey under Act V (B.C.) of 1875 of the estates border 
ing on the Ganges was carried out in 1881-83, 
‘In Shababad, as elsewhere in Bengal, a longer or shorter chain 
of intermediate landholders is generally to be found. At ono ond Si .xe, 
of the chain stands the zamindar or malik, who holds the estate 
from Government under the Permanont Settlement and pays his 
Jend-tax direct to the Goverriment Treasury. At the other end 
is the actual cultivator, called the jotdar or kashthar, There axe a 
number of intermediate tenures between the mdlik and the actual 
cultivator, the majority of which partake of a sar-i-peshigt nature, 
ive, they have been granted by the saminda in consideration of a 
snoney advance or mortgage on loan, e.g., the mukarrars, which is 
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‘a lense from the mali at a fixed rental, after tho payment of an 

installation feo called nesirana, This lenso is cither permanent, 

in which caso it is called istimrart or milan-bai-naslan, or it is only 
granted foy tho life of tho lease-holder, in which conse it is oallod 

Ain hiyati, Tx addition to the nuzardna tho loase-holder has some- 

. timos to pay an advance (s0i-pesligi) as soourity for thopaymont of * 
tho vont. Dar mukarrart is on exactly similar lease to the above, 
granted by the mukorrandar to a thivd party. ‘The older of auy 
of the preceding permanent tenures may vither cultivate the land 
with his own Iabour, in which caso tho holding is ealled nfjjinf, 
or with hired Inbour, in which caso it is callod «i; or ho may 
make ovor the land to another for a fixod torm, which gives riso. 

‘ to a number of subordinate tenures, Ziakd or {/érit is the common 
‘ term for a sub-leaso for a definite term. ‘The holder of a Haka 
obtains tho estate cither from the malik or mukarraridar aud has 
to pay an advance, sar-i-peshgi, on getting possession, and after- 
wards a fixed rent till the expiration of the term for which tho 
lease has beon taken. The éMikddar or ijarddér takes tho placo 
of the proprictor, who can only interforo on the ground thet his 
ultimate rights are being prejudiced, or on tho lease-lolder failing 
to pay the fixed rent, 
ithe ‘The only other tenure cullihg for special mention is that  * 
gusai' Inown as the gusashta tenure, whioh is striotly a syoti holding at 
tenure. xed rates. The following acooant is condensed from a report ou 
tho Government estates of Shahibid by Mr, D. J. Macphorson, 0.1.1, 
‘This tenure connotes not only a right to hold at a fixed rate in 
perpetuity, but an hereditary and transferable intorest. It is 
spooially characteristic of the Dhojpur paryana, most of which 
belongs to the Dumraon Raj, and appears to date from a poriod 
long prior to the assumption of the revenue administration of 
theeo provinces by the East India Company ; but how it originally 
sprung up isa matter of conjecture. ‘Iho original gusasitadars 
may have been retainers of the old Rajis of Dumraon, bound to 
rendor military service in those troublous times, and receiving in 
return grants of land on specially favourable terms; or they may 
themselves have been the original proprietors of the villages sub- 
ordinated by usurpation or for the purposes of revenue adminis- 
tration to the Raja of Dumraon. The gusash(adars of the present 
day are probably representatives of both these classes; that tho 
latter view of their origin appears to derivo confirmation from 
the analogy of the history of the original proprietors of tho 
adjoining pargana of Chaust. That pargana formerly belonged —- 
to sarkér Benaros, and from Regulations I and II of 1795, by . 
which # pormanent settlement was introduoed into that province, 
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it appears that there was at that time a numerous dass of 
village zamindaxs who had been dispossessed and reduced to tho 
condition of cultivating xyots during the administrations of Rajis 
Balwant Singh ond Chait Singh. These “village zamindars” 
wore, under conditions laid down in Regulation I of 1796, to be 
restored us far as possible; but in tho Chavet pargana -most 
cof tho settlements mado appear to have beon thrown up owing 
to over-assossmont, drought and other calamities, ‘hese settle 
amonts wore accordingly to be ro-adjustod and made permanent 
by rostoring farmers who bed heon unduly dispossessed, by 
admitting tho heirs of farmors deceased, or by reinstating 
“tho qnoiont zamindérs” both in londs relinquished by farmors 
‘aud in those which wore held “amouny” (kids), Permanent 
ottloments donot, however, appear to have boon concluded in a 
Invgo portion of Oheuss pargana; and whon the temporary sottlo- 
monts wore boing ronowed in 1840, tho Raja of Buxar olaimed 
to be treated as proprietor of the whole pargana on the ground 
that his anoostor bad been dispossessod by tho 1aja of Bonares, 
‘His claim to sottle for tho wholo pargana was rejected by Govern« 
mont, but ho was allowed to sottle for those ma/als in which no 
title to tho midhtat was ostablished by any other person, as it 
pponrod that his anoostor had"boon dispossessed, although ho had 
takon no stops to recover possnssion undor Regulation II of 1795, 
‘A fow of the cetates wero accordingly settled with him : tho reat 
‘wore apparently settled with persons who had proved a title to the 
mitkiat, in other words, the “village zamindérs,” Hore, then, wo * 
have ovidenoo of a class of village malvks, whose ancient propriotary 
rights appoar to have been subordinated, fst to thoso of the Iaj& 
of Buxar, and then of the Raja of Benares, prior to the acquisition 
‘of tho divdni of Benares by the Kast India Company in 1775, 
‘The history of their rights ia domplioated in the caso of Cheusi 
‘pargana-by the failure of the first sottloment, which it was 
jntonded to make permanent, but it seems probable that something 
‘of the samo eubversion of propriotary xights had occurred in 
tho adjoining peryana of Bhojpux, where tho Raja of Durraon 
had acquired « commanding position. Considerations of polioy 
may hove suggested to the Kajas of Dumvaon « difforont manner 
of treating these “village zommndars ” from that wlopted by the 
Majas of Benaxes, who did not aoquive thoir zamindAri until the 
Lath century; and while in both cases the former maliks wero 
soduoed to the condition of cultivating xyots, tho Bhojpur men may 
have etipulated for, or boon strong enough to retain, a right to hold 
‘at fixed rates, If this viow of the brigin of tho tenures be oorrevt, 
St does nol, seom dificult to explain why the tenn “ graashta” 
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came to be applied to such holdings, ‘This torm connotes the idea 
of something having passod away, or having boon relinquished, 
‘What passed away, however, would appoar not to have beon 
the Raji’s right to enbanoo, but the independent proprietary 
right which formerly belonged to the * village samfndars.” 

‘The Government ostates in tho district are unusually exten- 
sive and include parts of Arrah and Buxar towns and the whole 
‘of Nisviganj. Govornmont possesses propriotary rights in alto- 
gether 210 catatos, covering an aron of 149 ‘square miles, of 
which 67 have bow lensed out and 113 with an aroa of 
95 square miles are under diroot manngomont, Besides theso, 
there are some six estates in which it las incorporeal rights 
‘consisting of the xight to collect and disposo of the spontancous 
produce of the land and to lovy duos on such produots whon 
collected by others, Tho history of these estates is of con- 
siderable interest and throws certain amount: of light on tho 
history of the distriot, ‘Tho greater numbor of thom wero part 
of tho property of Knar Singh, or of his brothor Amar Singh, 
which was confiscated attor the Mutiny; and among thoso 
may bo montioned tho groat Bihid estate sottlod for 60 yours 
‘with Messrs. Burrows, Thomson and Mylne as a reward for thoir 
services, The right of Government goes back, however, to an 
earlior dato in many cases; Buxar bazar and fort and Rohtis came 
{nto ita poustasion by right of conquost or ossion after tho battle of 
Buxar in 1764; and other ostatos wore odnfisoated in 1786 from 











* one Raja Arimardan Singh, who was mado an outlaw for having 


Binakatt 
Mahal. 





murdered a Government official. Numerous small 
Sasarim and Bhabut, denominated “Inglis” or  Avisi Line,” aro 
Inpsed pension grants made to retired native officers and sopoys 
at the ond of tho 18th and the boginning of the 19th oontury 
‘and some of the land oonfissated on tho outlawry of Arimardan 
Singh was in this way granted piooomeal to soldiors, who had 
taken part in the Rohilla war, Not the lenst curious history is 
that of Dudhdr Pouni, which was abandoned in tho. first-halt of 
Jnst oontury owing to superstitious beliof that it was haunted by 
evil spirits, and was then bought up by Government when it was 
sold for arrears of revenue. ‘Tho annual domand of tho estatos 
under direct managemont is (1903-04) Re, 94,500 and the staff 
consists of a manager, 7 tafstdérs and 27 poons, 

Among these estates, the Banskati Mahal oalle for special 
mention, It is an estate of an exceptional order which is almost 
‘unique in a permanently-settled distriot, as Government does not 











* possess any proprictary rights in the land, but only incoxporeal 


rights to certain spontancous products, fuel, grass, minerals and 





AND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION. 109 


the like, The history of the estate is as follows:—After tho 
battle of Buxer in 1764, some communications pessod betwoon 
Raja Shah Mal, the Diwan of Rohtis fort, and Saif-ud-daula 
Khén, on the part of tho officer commanding the British army, 
with the result that the Raja handed over to the Company the 
whole of Rohtis pargana, including the fort: the pargana 
ilself is over 600 square miles in oxtonit, and includes tho groater 
part of tho Kaimur plateau in the Sasarim sub-division, as well 
‘as tho land lying bolow it in the valley of the Bon from the bor 
ders of Miraipur down to Delni, Aftor tho oossion, Roktis fort 
and tho small plateau on whioh it stands wore rotained by the 
Government, and the remainder of the pargana was granted to 
Raja Shih Mal in reward for the sorvives he had rendered to the 
Company, Me or his son and monossor, Roi Harbans Rai, 
imposod a sir (duty) on all wood, bambors and other forest 
produce taken out of any part of the pargana, whether from the 
platoan or from tho jungle villages in the Son valley, About. the 
year 1812 the represontatives of Harbans Rai gavo back the grant: 
to Crovornmont, with the exooption of 12 mausas which thoy 
retained for thomselves ; and the land so given up was settled 
permanently by Government in 116 estatos oontaining 271 mausns, 
Govornment still retained tho Rohtas plateau os its property, , 
togothor with tho Banskati Mahal, or tho right which Harbans 
Rai had exeroisod of oollocting spohtancous products or of 
levying duties on thon when oolleoted by othors, Both wore, 
however, farmod out for 9 yours from 1813 to 1820, but after 
that they woro undor Government management until 1684, 
‘They wore then again farmed out and held by difforent lessoos 
until 1886, when they reverted to diroot management. Since 
that time, except for a short intorval of about 18 months, thoy 
have boon managed direot by the offioérs of Government, 

‘The right to lovy the Bauskati duos now extends over about 
200 square miles, and 108 villages are subject to them. ‘Tho 
‘mahal was once conterminous with the whole of the Rohtas 
porgana, but various causes have reduced it to its presont dimen- 
sions, such as mismanagement for many yoors+and tho special 
‘exemption of different portions. ‘Thus the 12 mausus retained by 
Shih Mal's family in 1812 wore allowed to be exempt, and in 
1847, the Raja of Soupura, owner of mia? Khandoul, an estate 
covering 60 square miles and coutaining 39 maveas in the Son 
valley and on the slopes of the plateau beyond Rohtas, succeeded 
in obtaining an order from the Commissioner declaring that his 
mahal was not subject to Banskati dues. Lastly, Kachuar, an 
estate extending for over 40 square miles on the plateau and 
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slopes north of tho Akbarpur valley, which had been conGsoated 
from Kuar Singh, was also exemptod in 1863 from the Banskati 
‘Mobil in virtuo of a rovonuo-freo grant which Ctovornmont had 
made of the ostate to Mr, Bingham in recognition of tho sorvioes 
yondered by him in tho Mutiny. 

‘Tho duos aro loviod in various ways, Clrasing feos are chargesl 
for tho privilogo of pasturago ; whoro tho prodnots of tho land aro 
required to cary on trdo or whoro tho probable outtum oan bo 
catimated as in tho onso of limo-kilns, a youtly foo in paid by onoh 
person carrying on tho trado or for onch kiln of  soparato sizo 
pormit. foes aro Toviod on prsonn ontoring tho forost to olloot 
produoo ; and whore the produots aro collected for exportation, a 
duty caloulated on the amount exported is loviod at toll stations, 
‘Phe list of dntios is extromoly ourious, Tt inclndos such ontrios as 
permit foes for collecting cocoon; special foos for outting wood 
paid by comb-makers and oaxpontors, Kharware and inhabitants 
of the country nour the Kool} foos paid hy shoo-makers and 
baskot-makers for eollooting bark and bamboo shoots ; and duties 
on eatoohu, mahua, drift-wood, mill-stones, oto, ‘Tho tariff is 
extomely primitive, but the duce aro of gront antiquity and nee 
wll underntood and acqnioscod in, 
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GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


‘Tire administration of tho distriot isin chargo of tho Colloctor Amrmwu- 
under the Commissioner of the Patna Division, and for gonoral Sinan 


Cuanaes 


administrative purposes it is divided into four sub-divisions with 4x0 





hond-quartora at Axrah, Buxar, Sasaram and 8 
nate to the Collector ab Auiah is « atalt consisting genorally of 
Deputy Collectors aiid of ono or two Sub-Dopaty Collectors. 
Boidos theso thero axe sovornl officers omployrad oxolusively ‘on 
special branches of work, eg. a special Fexcise Deputy Collector, 
a Doputy Collector in chaxgo of tho rovenuo division of the Son 
Canals, and a Sub-Doputy Collector under him, Deputy Collectors 
hhavo chargo of oach of the other sub-divisions, and those at Bexar 
and Sasavim, who aro usually Joint Magistrates, aro each aanistodl 
by a 8ub-Doputy Collestor, 

Trom tho aooount of tho rovenue history of Shababid it will 
bo soon that various changes have beon made from time to time 
Jn tho axon comprised within tho jusiedicion of tho Collector. 





“From the map of the district given in “ Martin’s Bastom India" 


it seoms that in tho early part of tho 19th contuxy a portion of 
Ghipur, lying between the Ganges and Goges, was formerly 
included in thina Belauti (Shahpu:), while o strip of land stretsh- 
ing for about 15 miles from Buxar on the north to Manipur on 
tho south-wost and extending southwards to near Dinira formoa 
part of Mivzlpur. Io theso early «lays of British rulo adminis- 
trativo changes vero of somewhat frequent osourrence ; and 
Mr. Twining, who wasin charge of the district from 1801 to 1804, 
statos that an extensive tract of country comprehending 1,600 
towns and villages was annexed to tho eastern frontier of Shabibid 
which thus extended from the Keramnisi nearly to tho gates of 
Patna, and included tho military station of Dinaporo as well as 
Boxar. ‘Tho sub-divisional system was not introduood till nearly 
half a contwy later, Sasarim being made a separate sub-division 
about 1846; while the Buxar and Bhabui sub-divisions were 
cronted in 1857 and 1865, 
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‘Tho revenuo of tho district under tho main hends increased 
from 26 Inkhe in 1880-81 (when the inoomo-tax had not been 
imposed) to Re, ‘26,80,000 in 1890-91, and to Rs. 20,00,000 in 
1900-01. In 1904-06 it was Rs. 29,93,831, of which the greater 
portion (Rs. 17,20,906) was derived from land revenue; tho 
other souroos of income wore cossos (Ie, 444,035), stamps 
(lis, 8,89,990), oxoise (Its. 3,97,495), and imeome-tax (Ra, 41,405), 

Tho roud and publio works cossos are, as usual, lovied at the 
moxiinnm rate of one anna in the rupes, and the current demand 
in 1904-05 was Rs. 4,341,920, the greater part of which 
(Ra. 4,12,247) was payable by 14,686 revenue-paying estates, 
nearly all the remainder being paynble by 564 rovenue-free 
estates ; the total collections of both ourront and arror demand 
were Rs, 4,44,085, ‘The number of tonures assessed to ocsses was 


+ 18,658, and there are thus nearly as many tenures as estates in the 


Stamps. 


Excise. 


istxict ; while the number of recorded sharcholdors of estates and 
of tenures was 60,672 and 15,849 respectively. A revaluation of 
the entire district was undertaken in 1900, and tho operations, 
which included the assessmont of rent-free lands and their 
amalgamation with tho valuation of the estates, were completed 
on the 81st March 1904. 

‘The revenue from stamps ranks next in importance as a souroe 
of income to that derived from oosses. During tho ton yours 
ending in 1904-05 it rose from Rs, 8,10,827 to Rs. 8,89,990, 
owing to the growing demand for judicial stamps, whiok brought 
in Rs, 2,98,007, as compared with Rs. 2,30,070 in 1894-95, 
"The increase in their sale has been steadily progrossivo and has 
presumably been oaused by the growth of litigation, as the pro- 
ceeds from the sale of ourt-foe stamps alone have grown by over 
half a lakh of rupees. During the preceding ten years the rovo- 
nue derived from this souros stood practically still; the reosipts 
from judicial stamps showed an inoroase of only Re. 16,000, and 
the growth of revenno, such as it was, was almost entirely due to 
the increased sale of non-jujicial stamps, the revenue of which 
rose from Rs. 68,187 to Rs. 95,300. 

Tho oxcise revenue is, as usual, dorived from imported liquors, 
country spirits, #ari, opium, and the duty and license foes on hemp 
drugs, A statement of the various exciseable articles and of the 
sums realized from them in the deoade 18931902 is given in the 
Appendix, from which it will be apparent that the income from 
thia souroo has been fairly constant, exoopt for tho famine year 
1897-98; whon it declined to Rs, 2,62,797. ‘The manufacture 
and sale of country spirits aro carried on under what is known as 
the dual systom, ic, there are a contral distillery at Arrah and 
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outstills for the supply of the rest of the district, ‘The receipts 
from country spirits, which amounted to Rs. 245,056 in 1904.05, 
scoount for over three-fifths of tho total oxoise revenue 
(Ra, 3,97,495) ; tho remainder is almost entirely made up fs 
duty and license fees levied on ganja, i, the unimy 

flowering tops of the cultivated female homp plant auerepered 
‘or (udica), ond on diaug, é., tho dried loaves of several varieties 
of cannabis usually gathered wild; the amount thus realized was 
Rs, 1,89,270 im 1004.05, ‘Tho consumption of these hemp 
drugs, partioularly of ganja, is very groat, and far exooeds that in 
ony other district of the Patna Division, the gross receipts aggre 
goting Rs, 711 for every ton thousend of the population as oom- 
pared with the Divisional average of Rs 420. ‘The expenditure 
n spirits and formented liquors (Rs 1,803 per 10,000) is neatly 
double this, bat is considerably below that for the Division as a 
whole, ‘Tho average consumption of outstill liquor is 44 and of 
distillery liquor 239 proof gallons per mille, the incidence of taxa- 
tion per head of the population being amnas 1-8 and 10-3 respeo- 
tively. ‘Thoro are nino shops for the eale of distillery liquor and 
100 outstills selling outstill liquor, ie., one retail shop for the sale 
af omni ais every 18,000 peru; and besides those there 
are G51 shops Ticensed to sell country fermented liquor (¢ari), 
or ono shop to every 8,014 persons. As regards the sale of drugs, 
thero are only 19 shops licensed to soll opium by rotail, which 
gives an average of one shop to every 108,300 persons, while the 
aumber of shops selling yaiyia, bidéng and other homp drugs (156 
‘or one shop to 12,581 persons) is unusually large for Bihir. 
Opium is but little usod, and the revenue from retail sales is 
insignifioant, as tho duty and liconss foosoggregate only Rs. 5,000. 

‘From the Appondix it will be observed that in 1901-02 tho rneano- 
inoome-tax yielded altogether Rs. 46,796, paid by 1,738 assossocs, of 
‘whom 1,170 paying Rs. 13,905 had inoomos of Rs. 500 to Ra, 1,000, 
‘At that ‘time the minimum income assessable was Rs, 500, but 
this wns raised in 1903 to Rs. 1,000 per annum, and the number 
of assoss00s consequently foll in 1904.05 to 717 and the not 
odlloctions to Rs. 41,405, ‘This amount is the least roalized from 
the tax in the whole of the Patna Division, and the number of 
asossees is smaller than in any district north or south of tho 
Ganges. 

Thore are soven offices for tho registration of assurances 
under Act IIT of 1877, one at Arrah with a joint sub-registry tien. 
office at Koelwar, and the other five in tho interior at Bhabut, 
Bikromganj, Buxar, Jagdispur and Sasarim. At the head: 
quarters station the Special Sab-Registrar deals, as usual, with 

t 








the documents presented there, and a 


apseoets. 
manor 
or 
Sosnex, 
Gwit 
Sustico, 


Criminat 
Sautica. 


is SHAHABAD, 





the District Magistrate, 
who is ex-oficio Registrar, in supervising tho proceedings of the 
Rural Sub-Rogistrars who are in chargo of the othor registration 
offices, : 

‘The marginal statment shows tho number of dooumonts 
ei ——-——— registered and tho re- 
coipts and expenditure at 
each office in 1904, ‘The 
number of registrations 
has inoroasod but little 
sineo 1804, when 14,021 





abu dooumonts "wero rogise 
Ting tered, in spito of tho fact 
Jogilapar that tho year 1904 boing 
Keawir what is called in Bihar a 


tagan year, there wore a 
ety). 14308 35708 10.807 | gront number of mar- 
! ringes and that there was 
arise of 8 por cent, in compulsory mortgages, in consequence of 
the people having contracted lonns to defray this unusual expense, 
‘The most romaxkeble featmo of the returns is the very largo 
number of desds of sale and usufruotuary mortgages of ryoti 
holdings at fixed rates. In 1904 as many as 1,600 doeds of sale 
of such holdings wore registered, as comparod with 2,014 for the 
rest of the Patna Division, the puxchaso money being 64 lakhs; 
while the number of usufruotuary mortgages of holdings of the 
value of Rs, 100 and over wns 2,748, or more than 13 times as great 
as that recorded (183) for all the other districts in the Division, 

‘ho judicial staff entertained fox tho purposes of civil justice 
consists of the Distriot Judgo and a Subordinate Judgo,stationed 
at Arrah, and of one Munsif at oach of the sub-divisional hond- 
quarters, Avrah, Sasaxim ond Buxar. ‘The civil work of the 
Bhobua sub-division is gonorally carried on by the Munsif of 
Sasaram, and occasionally .an additional Munsit is employed 
temporarily whenever his services are required to olewr off an 
accumulation of oases, Statistios of the work performed by the 
various Civil Courts will bo found in the Appendix. 

Criminal justioo is administored by the District Judge, who ts 
also Sessions Judge, the District Magisteate and the various Deputy 
and Sub-Deputy Magistrates at tho head-quarters and sub-divisional 
tions, ‘The sanotioned staff at Arvah consists, in addition to the 
District Magistrate, of four Deputy Magistrates of the first class 
and oie of the second or third class. Besides these officers, a 
Sub-Deputy Magistrato exercising thind class powers is generally 
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posted to tho head-quartors station by tho Commissioner of the 
Division ; and tho Superintonding Engineer, Son Cirolo, and the 
Bxooutivo Engineer, Arrah Division, have tho powors of magis- 
tratos of tho thind class and try ones connested with breachos of 
Terigation lows. ‘Tho Sub-divisional Offtcors at Buxax, Sasarim 
and Bhabys avo almost invariably officers vosted with ‘rst class 
powers, and ooh of tho first tvo is assisted by a Sub-Doputy 
Magislrato of tho sooond class, In tho munfotpalitios of Aral, 
Bhabut, Buxar, Dumraon, Jogdfspur and Sasnrim there aro 
Denches of Honorary Magistrates, of which those at Arrah, Buxox, 
Togaispur and Susaram axe vested with seoond class powers and the 
othors with third class powors, At Arrah four, at Bhabud one, 
and at Snsnrim two Honorary Magistrates are authorized to sit 
singly for tho trial of oasos and exorcise tho powors of a magistrato 
of the sooond clnas; at Dumraon ona of tho Honorary Magix. 
tratos is authorized to sit singly for tho trial of such’ onsos as 
may bo mado over to him and also to take oognizanoo of oases 
under seotion 34, Act'V of 1861; while two members of the 
Susan bono and on Honorary Magistrate at Nawiganj aro 
empowered to ait singly at Dohtt for the trial of casos under the 
samo sootion. Inall, thore mo 58 Honorary Magistrates, of whom 
11 sit singly, and they are reported to render usoful assistance to 
tho oriminal adsninistration of tho distriot, 

Btatistios showing tho work of tho Criminal Oouxts and the 
class of offouoos dealt with will bo found in the Appendix: tho 
latter call for no special comment, «Tho district was formerly 
notorious for tho number of dnooits it sheltered aud for the bold~ 
ness of their dopredations ; and its evil reputation on this acount, 
has been perpetuated in the proverb “Do not go to Shahibad; it 
you go, do not stay; ifyou stay, do uot sleop.” Dacoity is not 
now so prevalent; and, as in other parts of Bihtx, buglary is 
tho commonest offence, ‘Whe soft mud walls of the housos, the 
weary sleep of tho inmatos, the nogliganoe (or often the acquies- 
once) of tho chavkidare combine with tho advoitness of the 
burglar to render his trade easy and his identifleation a rare ocour~ 
renoe. Further, the property stolen gonerally consists of brass 
atensils, trampery ornaments, clothing, cash, or grain ; aiid when 
tho same pattern provails throughout a Province, the identification 
of the property is as difficult as the concealment of it is easy. 
Cattle lifting is another common form of crime, practised chiefly 
‘by Abts, and this disteiot has long beon notorious for its preval- 
ence ; it is more frequent than would appear from. the statistion of 
conviction both beoause of tho difficulty of tmnoing the offenders, 
‘who remove the stolen cattle to great distances, and also because it 
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is usual for the thieves to‘restore them for a consideration. Cattle 
thoft is in faot rooognized by tho people as part of an organized 
systom of levying blackmail; they frequently know to whom to 
apply, and honoo considerable portion of the oases which aatually 
‘ooour are not reported, 

Disputos about land and inigation aro a fruitful souroo of 
offences against tho publio tranquillity; and ¥iolont broaohes of tho 
‘penoo are common whon the orops.aro on tho ground or the rosorvoira 
aro full of water, ‘With a laxgo proportion of tuxbulont Rajputs 
and traculent Babhans, tho poople of the district have always ben, 
prono to this form of orimo, and in oatlior days such dispttos lod 
to desperate riots which wore moro like pitohod battles. Wo 
eam from Twvining’s “Pravels in India” that in his time the 
poople of Ohsinpur and Sasarim had a great dispute about on 
immense ombankment which tho latter had made across a valley in 
their territory in order to amass water for their lands. Neither 
party, he says, boing disposed to give way, the men of Ohainpur 
determined to arm, and go ina body and possess themselves of 





+ the “bund ” and destroy it, The Khan of tho city of Snsarim, 


a powerful and brave chieftain, was nothing looth to lead forth 
his depondants to oppose this aggression, Eventually 8,000 armed 
men on either side wore assombled and preparing for battle; and a 
sanguinary conflict was only averted by a compromito olfected by 
the Collector, who mentions thet in a conflict which took placo 
under his predooossor, a fow yeare before, between tho samo 
porties and for tho samo objet, 400 lives wero lost. ‘The people 
aro atill as roady to eottle their disputes in this primitive fashion ; 
and one hundred yours later (1902) there were only ight and 
in 1904 six othor districts in Bengal in which more cases of 
rioting ooourred, 

For polico purposes, tho district of Shahabid is divided into 
11 polivo cirds (thinss), viz, (1) Axrah, (2) Shihpor, and 
(@) Piew in tho Sadar sub-division; (4) Buxar and (@) Dumrvon in 
tho Buxar sub-division ; (6) Bikramganj, (7) Kargahar, (8) Dehot 
and (9) Sassrim in the Sasorim sub-division ; (10) Bhabas and 
(11) Mobania in tho Bhabut sub-division, Subordinato to tho 
thinas ‘aro 18 outposts, of which a list will bo found in the 
Appendix; and thero aro thorofore 29 oantres in all for the 
investigation of crime, ‘Tho foreo engaged in tho provention and 
detection of orimo consisted in 1904 of tho District Suporinton- 
dent of Police, 4 Inspectors (ono in each sub-division), 43 Sub- 
Tnspootors, 46 hoad-constables and 626 constables ; and the rural 
foroo for the watch and ward of villages in the interior had a 
strongth of 801 dafadars and 4,254 chaultdars, ‘Tho oost of 
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the regular foros was nearly Re. 1,12,000, and there was one 
policeman to every 10} square miles and to every 4,596 persons, 
Head ‘Town 88 compared with the average of _ 
ut, MEE OF square miles and 5,403 persons 
wa a qo, 40r the whole of Bihar. In addi- 
T, 30 tion to the rorel ond regular 
z° 22 police, there is a foros of town 
1 i police employed in the muni . 
1 87 ipalities “under hend-constables 
druwn from the regular foree, ‘The strength of the town pole 
in 1904 is shown in the margi 
‘Besides the threo subsidiory jails at the head-quartors station Jule, 
in cach of the three sub-divisions of Buxar, Sasorim and Bhabus, 
there is a District jail at Arroh and o Contral jail at Buxar. 
Statistics will be found in the Appendix. ‘The subsidiary jails at 
Buxar, Sosarim and Bhabua are merely lock-ups ; and in 1904 tho 
daily average of prisoners was only 12, 14 and 8, respectively. 
At Buxar male prisoners are sont to the Central jail on conviotion, 
and female prisoners to the District jail, as there are no female 
wards in tho Central jail; in the other sub-divisions all but short 
term prisoners are sent to the Arrah jail, where on the average 
234 prisoners were oonfined daily in 1004; this jail is a fairly 
healthy one, and the death-rate was only 19°6 por mille of ita 
average strength. ‘The prisoners are employed on oil pressing, 
thread twisting, carpet weaving and tent making, the industry 
last-named having been recently introduced as a néw branch 
of work. Tho Bosar Contra jil ie ono of thio largest jeils in 
the Provinos, and in 1904 the average daily strength was 1,238 
prisoners, of whom shout half were employed on manufactures. 
‘The principal industries are tent making, cloth weaving, and the 
manufacture of prison clothing and of uniforms for the regular 
. and rama] police and the Opium and Jail Departments; the net 
profits Have for several years past averaged more than a ak 
tnnually and wero over Rs 112,000 in 1904. ‘The jail has 
always been exceptionally healthy ; in 1904 the death-rate was 
only 169 per mille and the average for the préceding ten years 
‘was 20'1 per mille, 
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LOCAL SELP-GOVERNMENT. 


Ovrsyx munioipal wxoas, Local affairs aro managod by tho Dis- 
ixiot Board which ling jurisdiotion over the whole aisiriot, and 
by the Looul Boanls which havo been constituted for each’ sub- 
division. Tho District Board is responsible for tho maintenance 
of sonds, bridges and roadside rest-houses, and as the goneral 
superintendence of primary and middlo schools, It is also 
cntrusted with the management of pounds and publio forries, the 
‘eoutzol over dispensaries, the provision of a proper wator-supply 
and villogo stnitation. ‘To tho Local Boards, which work in 
subordination to it, havo been delegated the administration of 
; small sums allotted for the construction ond repair of villego 
3 roads and tho discharge of certain functions which will be 
: montioned Inter. 
Disrmior ‘Tho Distriot Board was established in the year 1887 and 
Boanv. consists of 25 mombers. ‘he Distriot Magistrate is an om-offio 
member of the Board and lins been its Chairman since its consti 
tulion, ‘hore sre 5 other ex-oficio mombors, 7 mombors axo 
nominated by Govornmiont and 12 are clectod. ‘The Appendix 
shows, for the 10 years 1802-93 to 1901-02, the principal 
ouroes from which this body derives its inoome and tho objects 
on which it is spont. Its {gvorago anoual income during this 
period was Rs. 2,28,000, of which Rs, 1,66,000 was derived from 











Provincial rates; and tho average oxpendituro was Re. 232,000, 


of which 1} lakh was spont on ofvil works, Rs, 20,000 of eduoa- 
tion; and tho some. sum on modioal relief. In 1904.05 the 
Board had an opening balanco of Re, 85,500, and its income 
was Rs. 2,62,500, or annas 2-3 por head of the population; tho 
exponditure in the same your was Rs. 206,600. Iore, as 
: elsewhere, tho Provincial rates form tho chief sourco of income, 
2 bringing in over two lakhs of supoos. ‘Tho incidence of taxation 
is aunas 8-6 pot head of the population, « figure higher than in 

any other district of tho Patna Division. 
Tho Board maintains altogether 189 mnilos of motalled and 
527 milos of unmetalled roads, bosides 1,197 miles of village 
frocks, the immedinto administration of which is vested in tho 








Looit, SELF-GOVERNMENT. “ne 


Distriot Engineer ; that officer is also responsible for the manege- 
ment and repair of 16 inspection housss and 2 dak bungalows 
opt up by the Board. It also controls 41 younds and 17 forries, 
which ore generally leased out. For tho reliof of sigknoss it 
maintains two dispensaries and aids seven others; and when 
cholera breaks out in the interior, despaiches native doctors with 
medicines to the affected villages and takes measure to dis- 
infoot tho worst of them ; altogether 4°9 per cent. of its ordinary * 
» income is expended on medical relief and sanitation. Ono of 
‘its most important functions is the supervision of education; it 
employs an inspecting staif of 4 Sub-Inspectors and 11 Inspecting 
Pondits, and maintains 6 middle echoole, and aids as many others, 
besides 29 upper primary and 436 lower primary schools. 
In subordination to the District Board are the Local Boards of Loess 
Arab, Buxar, Sasoram and Bhabud, the jurisdiction of each Bos- 
corresponding with that of the sub-divisional charge of tho same 
name. ‘The system of election which obtains in most of the 
districts in Bengal has not been introduced, and the members 
of these Boards are appointed by Government. At Arah tho 
‘Batwara and Settlement Dopaty Collector is the Chairman, and in 
the other three Boards the Sub-divisional Magistrates hold this 
office, ‘The Local Boards were established st the samo time as 
th Distriot Bosrd and receive annual allotments from its funds. 
‘They are entrusted with the maintensnoe of village roads, the 
upkeep of a certain number of wells and pounds, the control of 
certain looal dispensaries, and with the cere of roadside troos. 
‘hero are six municipalities in this district, viz., Arrab, Bhabti, Menor. 
Buxar, Dumroon, Jagdispur and Sasarim. ‘The number of rate- "475. 
payers is 16,421 ont of a total population of 118,106, the ratio 
‘being 18°9 per cent. as compared with the Divisional average of 17°7 
per cont. ‘Taxation takes the form of a tex on the persons residing 
in municipal areas, according to their circumstances and property, 
which varies from Re. J to Re. 1-9 por osnt. of the income of the 
assesses ; besides this, a taxis levied on Government buildings : 
‘at 74 por cont. of their annual value, snd in Arrah there aro a 
S water ond latrine rate. The incidence of taxation varies betwen 
annes 12-7 in Arroh and 5 annas in Sasaram; the latter town is 
the most lightly taxed of all the municipalities in the Patna 
Division, the average for which is annas 12-7. Statistios of the 
| annual inoome and expenditaro of each municipality during the 





10 years 1892-98 to 1901-02 will be found in the 

Tt is reported that the general waut of tho municipelities is 
tho improvement of roads, drainage and conservancy arrangements. 
‘The towns of Arrah and Sesarim, in particular, suffer from a 
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congestion of blocks of houses ill-planned and ill-ventilated, which 
stand in urgent nood of improvement, Generally spoaking, all 
tho municipalities arg badly aligned, the roads are narrow snd 
tho system of drainage is defeotive. 

he Arrah Municipality wos conslitated in 1865, and the 
municipal board consists of 18 mombors, of whom ono is on 
enoffoio member, 12 aro clooted and 5 aro nominated, ‘The aroa 
within municipal limits is @ squaro miles, and tho numbor of 
rate-payers is 6,677 or only 12°2 por cant, of tho population, one 
of tho lowest poroontages in tho Patna Division, ‘Tho avorago 
annual incomo for tho dooado onding in 1901-02 was Tee, 62,000 
and tho oxponditure ts, 47,000, In 1904.05 they wore 
Rs, 68,050 wad Ts 58,180, respectively ; bosids this direot expon- 
Aiture, Re, 8,930 was paid in advances aud tho ropaymont of 
Joans, ho incidence of taxation por hond of tho population 
in onnns 12-7; it was formerly annas 11-6, and the inorenso is 
uo to a revision of: assossmont which has recently (1903) beon 
conduoted. ‘Tho main heads of income are a tax on persons 
ooording to their ciroumstenoos and property at 1} por cont, 
of their income, which yiolded Its, 16,260 in 1004.05, a wator- 
rato (Ra, 10,470), a tax on animals and vehicles (Its, 4,850) ond 
4 lntrino rato (Re, 1,780), ‘Tho principal items of oxponditure aro 
conservancy, medioal roliof and publio works, which aocounted 
respostively for 166, 21°6 and 19°4 per oont, of tho expenditure, 

Axrat is the only municipality in the Patna Division which 
ia provided with a supply of filored wator, When tho then 
Lieutonant-Governor visited the town in 1891, he, was struck with 
its insonitary condition and particularly with tho want of a 
supply of puro drinking water, ‘tho town doponded at that timo 
for its water-supply on 6 wolls, and most of thom wore 
condemned by medical authorities as unfit for drinking purposes, 
Your afte your asthe rainy season came round, cholera broko 
out i epidemio form, and in each succeeding your with inoroasod 
virulence, ‘Lo remedy this stato of affoins, it was decided to 
supply the town with filtered water from the Son; und nowly 
4 lakhs was contributed for the construction of water-works. Of 
this amount the Distriot Board and Municipality each contributed 
ono lakh, aud tho Into Raja Rajeswari Prasid Singh of Surajpura 
gave a generous donation of 1} lakh, the balance being raised by 
Jooal subsoriptions. The works wore begun in 1893 and wore 
opened a year afterwards. During tho year 1904-05 nonrly 
28,826,000 gallons of filtered wnlor were supplied to the town, 
giving a daily average of 7,605 gallons, or about 1 gallons per 
head daily. ; 
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‘Tho water-works aro managed by a Joint Committeo of tho 
Municipal Commissioners and District Board mombors, and tho 
municipality contributes Rs. 4,500 annually towards the oost 
of mointonanoe. ‘ho inoome roosived from tho wator-rato hs 
hitherto boon insniflciont for their upkoop, wnd tho los on their 
working has only boon mado good by tho Distriot Board paying 
a largo contribution (Its. 4,000) overy your. Rocontly, howover, 
thore has boon a revision of tho assossmont, which has resulted 
in an inoroago of 2ts, 6,450; and in 1903-04 tho reocipts from 
tho wator-rato for the first time oxoooded the maintenanoo charges. 
Owing to tho burden imposed on it by thoso wator-works, Aaah + 
ia ono of the fow municipalitios in tho Paina Division financially 
embarrassed, In order to provide for theif construotion, it borrowed 

+ ® loan of ono Iokh from Government, and Its. 3,173 goes 
towards repaying tho interest and Rs. 2,580 towards the prinaipal, 
Its resources have also beon severely strained of lato yoars by the 
annual visitation of plaguo; and though good conservancy and 

* drainage ave two very prossing wants, the funds of the muninipality 
azo at such alow ebb that it has been unabls to provide them, 

‘Pho Bhabua Municipality was constituted in 1869; and there uhabss, 
xo 10 members on tho mmmicipal board, of whom ono is an ez- 
offic member, G aro elooted smd 3 are nominated, ‘Tho axow 
within municipal limits is a little over a squaro mile, 'Thero 
are in all 1,002 tax-payers, or 17-7 por cont, of- the population, 
who pay a tax assossed nooording to their oironmstances and 
property at 1 por cont, of their inooms, n 1904-05, 
onlized Rs. 2,140, the incidence of taxation being annas 7-3 por 
head of tho population in the municipal aren, ‘The total income 
-was'Rs, 5,360, and. no loss than Rs, 2,020, or 41°6 per oot, of * 
‘the diroot oxponditare, was spent on medical relief, qud Rs, 630° 
‘on conservancy. 

‘The municipality of Buxar was constituted in 1899 ; and tho Buss 
municipal board consists of 13 mombors, of whom 8 are éleoted 
and 6 nominated, ‘Tho aron in municipal limits is nourly 2} 
‘square miles, and thero aro 2,679 tax-payers or 19°2 por oont. of tho 
population, A tax on persons is levied, tho assessment being mado 
acoording to ciroumstanoes and property; this tax brought in 
Re, 6,580 in 1904-05 ont of tho total income of Rs, 12,710, and 
besides this Re, 850 was derived from a conservancy rate, tho 
inoidenoo of taxation being annas 9-7 por head of the population, 
Altogether Re, 4,340 was spont on modioal relief and Rs, 3,020 
(on oonservant 

‘The municipality of Dumraon was constituted in 1869, ‘There Damen. 
aro 9 municipal commissioners, of whom 6 are elected and 3 
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nominated.. ‘Tho area within municipal limits is 2 square miles 
and the number of sale eyes i BFS, or 15°5 per cent, of the 
population. A tax is levied on persons, which is assossod, according 
to their ciroumstances and property, at Re, 1-9 per cont, of 
their income and at 7} per cent. on the annual yalue of Govern- 
mont buildings; in 1904-05 the receipts from this impost wore 
Be, 6,160 or three-fifths of the total inoome (Is. 10,050); and the 
incidence of taxation on the popdlation was amnas 6-7 por head, 
‘Nearly 80 per cont, of the direct expondituro (Rs. 8,330) was spont 
‘on conservancy and 24°6 por cont. on publio works such as roads 
: and buildings. 

Tagdisper, ‘The mntplity of Jagdispur was established in 1869, ‘The 
¢ municipal board oonsistS of 9 members, of whom 6 are cleoted 
and 3 nominated. ‘The arva within municipal limits is one square 
milo, and thero are 1,663 rate-payors or 14°6 per cont. of tho 
population, In 1904.06 the total income was Rs, 6,280, of which 
tho tax on porsons (or property tax) accounted for Rs. 8,900 and 
a tax on animals and vehicles for Rs. 1,100, tho incidenoo of 
taxation being as low as onnas 7-1 por head of the population, 
‘Tho principal items of expenditure wore ronds (Re. 1,800), 

congervanoy (Rs, 776) and medical relief (Rs. 700), 

Santtm, "Tho municipality of Sasarkm was constituted in 1860. ‘Tho 
mumioipal board consists of 22 members, of whom one is a membor 
eo-offcio, 7 oxo ‘nominated and 14 are elected. “The area within 
municipal Limits is 13 square miles and tho number of rito-payers 
is 2,712, or 11°4 por cent. of the population, an oxtromoly low 
proportion for this Division. ‘Tho tax levied is nssossod acoording 
to ciroamstances and property, at Ie. 1-8 per cent. of the inoomo of 
“tho assessoes ; in 1904-05 Rs. 6,160 was realized from this tax,"and 
the incidence of taxation of all kinds was only 5 annas per head 
of the population. ‘Tho other chief souroo of income is the revenue 

i from a largg municipal market, which in that year amounted to 
i Res, 4,100, ‘The total income was Rs. 19,260, and altogether 
Re, 9,650 was spent on medical relief, Rs. 3,600 on conservancy 
and Rs. 4,600 on public works, such as roads and buildings, 
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OIAPTER XIV. 


EDUCATION. 


Epvoamioy is in a backward oondition in Shahabad, as aovord- 
ing to the figares of tho Inst oonsus it stands 29th in order of 
literacy among the distiots of Bengal, ‘Tho solo test of literacy. 
‘was tho bility to ead and write, and onl 83,695 persons, or 8'6 
per cont. of the males aud 0°3' por cent, of the females, could 
satisfy this simple qualification, in spito of the fact that the distriot 
contains 43,300 Kiyasthis, of whom a lavge proportion are edu 
coated. Noarly half of tho tolal numbor (39,268) wore xesidonts 
‘of (ho houd-quarters sub-division; and Bhabud was the least 
advanced from an odwontional point of viow, as out of a popue 
lation of 300,401 persons only 8,185 ‘could vead and write, 
Backward, howover, as the district still is, education has mado vast 
strides during tho Inst contury, and moro particularly during its 
latter half, Buchanan Hamilton found. that though the persons 
of the Bhojpur family could rond ond write both Persian and 
‘Hindi, half tho ownors of land could do neither, andof tho othor 
half not above ono-fifth part could do more than sign their namo 
and guess ot tho meaning of w rovenue agoount, ‘Ten or twolve 
Hindu ladies had “oguired the dangorous art of reading and , 
writing lettors,” and about 20 moro could ‘sign their namo and 
understand an agcount ; but, he added, “theso acquirements are 
‘considered by the gravo as improper, and the childless widowhood. 
of two ladies of Tilothu, who’ not only write a fair hand, but 
understand tho potion) effusions of ‘Tulsi Dis, is attxibuted to the 
divino wrath irritated by their prosumptuous search after the 
forbidden fruit of knowledge.” ‘ven by the year 1860 there 
wore only 15 schools with 569 pupils; but after 1870 there was 
a great oxtension of primary education, many indigenous patiealas 
swore brought within tho scope of the Departmental system, and 
in 1872-73 there were 6,133 pupils attending 315 schools. By 
1883-84 the number of pupils undor instruction had xis to 
20,883 ; and though tho attondanoo fell to 16,922 in 1892-93, 
it had again grown by 1901-02 to 22,962 pupils studying in 914 
sohools: statistics of {ff number of institutions and scholars and 
of the expenditure on education during that md tho proceding 
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9 yoars will bo found in tho Appendix. ‘Tho suoceeding two years 

witnessed further growth in the number of pupils undor 

instruotion; and in 1903-04 altogether 26,218 boys and 445 

girls wore at school, or 1§'6 and 0:28 per cent., respeotivaly, of 

thoso of school-going age. "Tho poroontoge of boys in ail vary 
* low, as Shihabid stands only 41st in this rospoot out of 49 
‘ots in Bengal, whilo tho proportion of fomalo atudents is 

insignifloant and for below the Provincial average of 28 por 
cont, It in noticonblo that in spite of tho fact that sooular 
instrnotion is not very popular among Muhammadans in Bongal 
and that os. community they aro slower then tho Hindus to 
grasp tho advantages of edneation, they contribute more than 
their sharo in this district of the students attonding tho ‘various 
schools. 

“Who total expenditure on eduoation in tho your 1903-04 was * 
Rs, 1,86,000, of which Ts, 69,000 was dorived from foos, 
Rs, 40,000 from Distriot, Rs. 17,000 from Provincial and Rs, 3,000 
from Municipal funds. ‘Tho number of educational institutions 
wos 1,004, including 23 sooodary and 623 primary schools, 
besides 358 othor ‘schools, ‘Tho incroaso during tho Inst 10 yoora 
has boon considerablo, and it has beon most markod in tho oase of 
primary schools, aa in 1893-94 the total number of Schools was 
865 and of thoso devoted to primary education only 485, Thoro 
aro fow schools of a spocial charactor oalling for notica; three 
stipondiary Sanskrit fo” xo maintained at Avrah, Buxar ond 
Tagdispur, Which aro aided hy contributions from tho Distriot 
Board and. Municipal funds; Persian, Arebio and tho Korin are 
taught at tho Madrasa Honifia at Axrah, which roooives a grant 
from tho Mohsin Fund; and tho Sasarim Hiankah dofrays the 
expenses of a Madrasa for Muhammndans, which prepares candi- 
dates for th Qontral Madrasa, examination, ‘Two small schools 
for aborigines have beon established nt Relial ond Dahir which 
aro attended by a fow Dhangars and Kharwirs; the Hast Indian 
Railway maintains a school at Buxar for their cooties; and 
inatruotion is given to the ohildren of the workshop employds at 
amiddle vernacular school at Deri, Four training schools havo 
doen establishied at Arzah, Buxar, Mohania and Sasarém, at which 
gurus are trained in the new system of vernacular education, 
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"CHAPTER Xv. 


Gazmrrmer, 


Akbarpur.—A village ou tho banks of the Sou, 30 miles south 
+ of Dohr!, situated n short distanoo from the rocky precipice 
of Robtisgarh ; to the north of tho village stands Muri hil 
amall hill, 200 foot high, consisting of limestone in thin strata, 
+ AG tho foot of the Rotis platoau, there ia a tomb of the kind 
known as eliardiearrat, built botween 1636 and 1638 A.D., which 
consists of a fonr-wallod enolosure containing a raised stone terraoe 
and 8 prayer nioles on tho western sido, with seven stone saroophngi 
on atone platform, Ovor tho gato isa long Persian inscription 
recording tho faot that the tomb was built for himself and his 
family by Malik Wisol, the daroga of Rohttsgarh, in tho reign of 
Shah Jabist, when Tkhlis Khan was its Ailadar or commandant, 
Tt montions Akbarpur ns one of the parganas forming the jagir of 
tho kitadar, 

During the Mutiny Akbaxpitr and the neighbourliood wore 
infested by the followers of Kunr Singh, and it was for some fimo 
centro of disturbance. In’ Ootober 1868 tho mutineers of tho 
* Ramgarh battalion, on being defeated at Ohatra in Chota Nagpur, 
took up a position in Alkbarpur, whora they wore joined by some of 
Kuar Singh’s mon. Hero Onptain Rattray attacked them with 
his Sikhs and sowirs, and drove them with some loss into the 
jungles {owards Rohtis. On this oocasion the cavalry of Rattra 
battalion, who had been deprived of their carbines on suspicion 
of “boing disaffected and were mmod only with dalwdre, fought 
with euch gullentry that thoir carbines wore restored to’ them in 
recognition of the loyalty and courage they had displayed. 

Akbarpur contains a charitable dispensary, a police outpost 
attached'to the Sasarim thina, and the office of the tahstiiar of 
the Banskati Mahal. 

Asrah sub-division —Hend-quarters sub-division of tho dis- 
‘riot, lying between 26° 10’ and 25° 46’ N., and 84° 17” and 84° 
61’ B,, and extending over 918 square miles, Tts population was 
609,056 in 190i as against 743,582 in 1801, its density being 767 
persons to the square mile, as compared with the district average 
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of 449 persons ; in the Arrah thina tho donsity is as great as 890 
inhabitants to the square milo, ‘Tho northern part of tho sub 
division onsists of tho low Inds marking the old hod of tho 
Ganges, which aro annnally innndated during the rains; in the 
+ yemaindor tho allnvinl soil is of moro xeoont origin, It is 
crtimated that out of tho total aron 607 square miles are cultivated, 
af which 212 squaro miles aco iigatod from the Son Canals, 
Tt contains 1,245 villages and two towns, Arvuh and Jagdispur. 

Arrah town—tho hend-quertors of tho distvet, situntod in, 
84° 40° cast: longitudo and 26° 34’ novth latitude, about 14 miles 
sonth of the Gangos and 8 milos wost of the Son, ‘Choro in a 
station hore on tho main lino of tho Host Indian Railway, 368 
niles from Onloutta, Arrah is the hond-quextors of the District 
‘Magistrato and Collector, of a staff of fivo Deputy Magustxato-Col- 
lootors, and of the Disixict and Sossions Judgo, two Subordinate 
Tudges and throo Munsifs, Tho Distriot Superintondont of Polico, 
District Enginoor and Civil Surgeon aro stationed hero ; and it 
algo tho’ hoad-quartors of tho Superintending Hnginoor of tho 
Son Cire and the Hxeoutive Engineer of tho Arrah Division, 
Tt was constituted a municipality in 1865, and is suppliod with 
filtered water from tho Son, 

Genoral Cunningham* has identified Aah with tho place 
montioned by Hien T'siang as that at which Asoka sot up 0 stiipa 
to commemorate the oonvorsion by Buddha of tho demons of the 
lesort who feasted on the blood and flesh of mon, Even to 
this. day, a legend lingors thot this part of tho oonntry was 
the home of a poworfal domon named Bakra, whoso daily 
food was a human being supplied either by tho villago of Baket ” 
og by Ohakrapur (or Ikachakret), as Armah was thon onlled, 
During their wanderings, the five Pandavas oame to Obakrapur 
and wore entertained by a Brihman whoso turn it was to supply 
‘ viotim for the demon, Bhim Péndava, on hearing this, declared 
that as he had eaten tho Brihman’s salt, he would go himsolt 
to the demon; and setting forth, he fought and killed him’ at 
Baki, and then brought his body to Ohakrapur. ‘This myth is 
found in n more oomplete form in the Mahabharata ; and General 
Cunningham considers that it must have beon one of the time- 
Ronoured logends of antiquity which the Buddhists adoptod for tho 
glorification of thoir grout teacher. ‘Tho villags of Bakri still 
oxists in the near neighbourhood of Arrah, and though there are 
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‘t Bkachakra is montioued in tho Mahawanso ax ons ofthe cupitnl cities of Tndia 


in the tne of Buddha, 
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no ancient remains at either place, the Brahmanioal legend of 
Bakrisur is, in the opinion of General Ounningham, so clearly 
identical with that of the man-sating demons described by the 
Chineso pilgrim that ho accepts Arrah as the sito of the stiipa 
and lion pillar erected by Asoka, He further considers that * 
the namo of Arimmagar preserved in the modern Jain inscription 
at Mastr was given to the town hy the Buddhists when they 
adopted tho Brohmanical legend; Avamuagar meaning the oity 
‘of ropono or monastory city, as drdm (repose) was the special - 

* term used by the Buddhists to designate a monastery. 

Another aovount derives the mame of the town from Aranya 
or desert; and an old temple standing between the old and new 
portions of the town still goes by the namo of Armnya Devi, 
‘Various other legends, which have been devised to dccount for 
tho name ond which give more or less famoiful derivations of it, 
will be found in General Cunningham's article on Axrah in 
‘Vol, TI Reports, A. 8. I. 

‘Tho Emperor Babar is said to have marched to Arrah after 
his viotory over Mahmiid Todt and his rebellious Afghin follow. 
ers, Looal tradition still points to a place near the Judge's court 
‘as that on which ho pitched his oamp and celebrated his assamp- 
tion of sovereignty over Western Bibar; and it is said that 
tho spot, which until recently used to bo called Shahabid in 
commemoration of this event, was also the site occupied by the 
residence of the local Sibahdir who was in charge of earkar 
Shihabéd under the Mughal Emperors, 

‘Tho most notable event, however, in the history of the town The 
is the defonce of Arrah Houso during the Mutiny of 1867, whon {ofevee of 
Asvah was the soene of a defenoo and a relief which will bear Hone 
‘comparison with any of the achiovements callod forth hy the 
rebellion. ‘The outbreak of the sepoy regiments at Dinapore on 
tho 26th July 1857 resulted in the flight of most of tho mutineere 
across the Son into Shababad. Many of them had boon recruited 
in this distriot ; and they found here a leader ready to put himself 
at their hoad. ‘This was Kuar Singh of Jagdispar, a Rajput of 
much influence, nearly fourtoore years of age, who assumed, the i 
title of Raja and drew to his banner the whole fighting popu- : 
lation of the district. The following acount of the struggle 
which ensued is takon from Holmes’ History of the Indian 

_ Matiny. 

‘The European residents had beon duly warned of," their 
danger, but the warning would have availed them litte if 
‘Dayler, the Commissioner of Patna, had not already sent: fifty ‘ot 

. Rattray’s Sikhs to help them in ease of an attack. Even with 








128 SHAHADAD, 


this reinforcement, the whole garrison were only* 68in number ; 
and thoir fortress was nothing but a small building, originally 
intended for a billiard-room, belonging to Vioars Boyle, tho rail- 
way engineer, who, regardless of tho jeors of his frionds, had 
fortified and provisionod it to resist tho attack which ho had all 
along deemod possible, Tis dwelling-houso (now the Judge's 
house) was about 40 yardst off ; and to doprivo tho enemy of the 
cover which it would have afforded, bo had demolished its front 
parapet, ‘The European women and children had alvoudy boon: 
sent away; and on tho evening of the 26th the small band of 
Bpropenns and Lurugians, with one native Deputy Colloator, wont 
into the billiard-room and bricked themsolyes up. Boyle, whose 
foresight had resoued the others from instant destruction, was 
naturally one of the leading spirits in tho orisis; and associated 
with him was Horwald Wako, the Magistrato, who assumod 
command of the Sikhs, Noxt morning the small garrison wore 
‘standing at thoir posts behind their improvised dofonoes; and 
when tho mutinoers, after releasing tho prisonors in the jail and 
plundoriug the tronsury, advanced to the attack, as to an assured 
viotory, they were huxled back in astonishment and disoomfituro 
by a well-direoted fire, rom this moment they only vontured to 
discharge their muskets from behind tho cover of the walls and 
toes that surrounded tho houso; and anyone who ventured into 
the open was sure to be struck down by a bullet from the garrison, 
who aimed geourely from behind the sand-bags which they had 
thrown up on tho cof. Baffled in fair fight, tho assailants bogan 
to try a succession of stratagems for th destmotion of their foo, 
Thoy strove to corrupt the fidelity of tho Sikhs by threats, by 
appeals to their religious feolings, and by offers of a sharo in the 
plunder, But the Sikhs, confident in the resources of their com= 
mandant, wero proof even against this Inst axgument, ‘Then the 
rebels tried to suffooato the gaxzison by sotting on fire a heap of 
chillies outside the walls: but a favourable wind arose and blow 
tho smoke away. ‘Tho same wind carried off the disgusting 
stonch arising from the rotting cironses of the horses belonging to 




















Tho gueslion cousistod of 9 Baroponns, 6 Buraaione, 8 Indians and 60 Sikh 
Police, ‘The names of the principal dofondera aro Mess, Littlodalo, Coombe, 
Wake, Colvin, Hulls, Field, Antorion, Boyle, Dacosta, Godfrey, Cock, ‘Tull, « 
Delpeirous, Hoyle, DeSoven, Sayid Avim-ui-din Hussain, ond Jowadar Hukum 
Singh. 

The distance between tho Aral loose and tho Judge's house ta statod by 
‘Holmes to be 70 yards; other accounte make it 60 or 20 yanis. Vom actual 
monauroment ib appears that the distnuce from eho outside wall of the Arruh Hotao 
to the elge of the verandah of the Judge's house ie 44 yaxis 1 foot, or from wall 
to wall 60 yacds, 
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tho garrison, which the rebels had killed and purposely piled up 
round the house, ‘Finally, Kuar Singh wmearthed two guns, 
whioh ho had kept hidden ready for emogencies, and propared to 
hatter down the little farivess. Ifho had hala good supply éf 
ammunition, ho might have forood the garrison to attempt to out 
their way out; but he bad no round shot at frst (though he after 
wards prooured som 4tb, shot for ono of the guns), and was 
obliged to use the brass oxstors belonging to tho pianos and sofas 
in Boyle's hiouso os projectiles, 

"Tho small defending force was now in a dosperate plight; a 
relieving party of about 400 mon, who were sont by water from 
Dinapore, fell into an ambusoade when they had slmost reached 
‘Arrah; ond as timo passod away and no help arrived, provisions 
‘and water began to run short. A. bold midnight sally resulted in 
the capture of 4 sheop, and water was obtained by digging a well 
inside tho house, Amino af the enemy was met by oounter- 
mining. On the 2nd Angust, tho besioged party observed an 
unusual excitementin the neighbourhood. ‘The firoof the enemy 
had slackoned and but fow of them wore visible, ‘The sound of a 
distant annonade was heard. Before sunset the siogo was at 
an end, and on the following morning the gollant garrison 
woloomed their deliverers—Major Vincont Byro with 160 mon of 
the 5th Fasiliors, a fow mounted volunteers, and 8 guns with 8¢ 
artillerymon, 

‘Tho blockado had lasted 8 days, during whioh tho little band 
of Buropeans and Sikhs had hold out against 2,000 sepoys from 
Dinapore and o multitude of armod insurgents about four times a8 
numerous, They wore reduced to the last simits, and to quote 
‘Vinoont Byro's aocount:—“'The relief of the gamison proved 
to have been most opportune, for their position had boon so 
effectually minod that a few hours’ delay must have ensured 
their destruction. ‘The position which they hed so miraculously 
defended against the three mutinesr rogiments, aided by Kuar 
Singh’s levies, was a small ‘upper-roomod house of substantial 
masonry belonging to Mr. Boyle, by whose skill it had boon 
fortified and provisioned in anticipation of come such orisis. But 
‘the strongest position is of little avail whero stout hearts and an 
efficient loader are wanting to defend it, and, in tho present case, 

. stich hearts and such e leader wore forthooming, ‘To Mr, Wake, 
‘as Civil Magistrate of Arrah, who possesses in a rave degree some 
of the highest qualities of a soldier, no less than to the unflinching 
fortitude with which his able efforts wore supported by his 
‘brave assooiates, may bo attributed tho salvation of the garrison. 
‘During cight days and nights they wore inoossantly harassed, and 
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to closely watched that not a loophole could be approached with 
safety. At one period their wator failed, and they owed their 
supply to the prompt energy of tho Sikhs, who, in one night, 
contrived with most inefiiciont tools to dig « well on the ground 
floor, twenty fect doop, whereby abundanos of good water was 
obtained. During tho last three or four days their position had 
een rendered doubly perilous by the Are of some guns of small 
calibre, which the enemy had mounted within fifty yards of the 
house, the walls of which woro porforated by their balls in all 
Airections. ‘The dofnoo of Arrah may be considerod ono of the 
most remarkable feats in Indian history.” 

Although martial law had boon proclaimed in this distriot, 
Byre left the exooution of justico in the hands of tho civil 
authorities, except in tho case of certain native officials, who 
had transferred their services to Kuar Singh, and had beon 
taken prisonors in arms against tho State, Those mon wore 
tried by © drum-hend court martial, composed of the Judge, 
the Magistrato and two captains, Byro himaolt presiding over 
the court; and being found guilty, thoy wore hanged as an 
exemple. ‘Tho inhabitants of tho city and its environs wore 
ordered fo deliver up thoir arms in camp within 48 hours, and 
Jong before that time had elapsed, a pile of 7,000 miscallaneous 
arms had beon collected and broken up. 

Copies of threo reports submitted by Herwald Wake regarding 
the loyalty of Kuar Singh, the dofencs of Armh ond the 
moasures taken after its relief will be found in the Appendix at 
the end of this chapter. 

As tho hond-quarters of tho distriot, Arrah contains all the 
offices usual to such towns, as woll as the offices of the Superin- 
tending Engineer, Son Canols, and of the Exeoutive Engineer, 
Arrah Division; the distillery is situated at Sitpabixi on the 
outskirt of the town, It contains few buildings of any great 
archaeological or historical interest, The Jama Masjid, a Saraoenio 
building with 4 minarets and a quadrangle 96 feot by 81 fect, is 
said to have been erected in the time of Aurangzeb. ‘Thore is 
another mosquo attached to the Maula Bagh Endowment, which 
was built in 1814 A.D. under the auspices of John Doan, a 
member of tho East India Company's service. ‘Tho structure is 
of the mixed Saraconio style with 3 domes ani 8 minarets; and it 

4s maintained by on endowment fund under the Sajjida-nashin 
of Sasarim (q. ¥.). ‘Tho Jains-have soveral shrines in the town, 
and their obiof tomple is endowed and governed by the Jain 
panwhayat; throo miles from Azrah at Dhanupra on the Arrab- 
‘Koelwr road is another Jain temple, built in 1815, at which tho 
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troops halted during their march to relieve Arrah in 1867, A. 
colossal statue of Vishnu, 94 fect high, which is popularly 
called the image of Binasura, but appears to be of the Gupta 
period, stands in the garden of the Maharént of Dumraon ; this 
‘was brought here in 1882 from Master, where Buchanan Hamilton 
saw it in tho begining of last century, ‘Tho Church contains 
memorial tablets of offloors who diod during tho Mutiny, and enst 
of the Troasuxy on tho Ramna rond is a monument exeoted in 
memory of tho mon of the 85th Rogiment who fell on the 23rd 
April 1858 in tho disastrous attack on Jagdispur. 

Baidyanath—A village, 6 miles south of Rimgarh in tho 
north-east of the Bhabua sub-divisign, containing a modem Saivite 
temple built on a largo mound, which was excavated in 1882 and 
found to cover tho remains of an anoient temple, ‘The ungainly 
little templo has boen constructed from the materials of this old 
shrine, and is a modley of soulptures in every imaginable position, 
used haphozard in liu of bricks or stones. On tho mound, 
which, like the tomplo over it, is literally built up ‘of soulptures, 
an insoription of Raji Madan Pal Dove of tho Pal dynasty has 
tboon found; close by aro several sculptured obelisks and pillare; 
und round the villago thoro aro a largo number of buildings 
dating back to only and modicval Brahmanism, Baidyanith. 
is bolioved to havo boon a contro of tho kingdom of the Savars, 
and has boon desoribed* nv perhaps ono of the most interesting 
sitos in India—not go much for its prosent architectural remains, 
‘but on aooount of its historioal associations, as it is guroanded 
on all sides by numerous structural relios illustrating the oarliest 
Brahmanical architeoture of which we have knowledge. 

Bhabud sub-division.—Tho south-western sub-division of the 
district, -lying botweon 24° 82/ and 26° 25° N., and 83° 19’ and 
88° 54’ BL, and" extending over 1,801 square miles. Its popula- 
tion wes 306,401 in 1901 against 344,002 in 1801, its donsity 
being 286 porsons to the square mile. ‘The Kaimur bills in the 
south afford little epnos for cultivation, and the Bhabus thina 
swith 181 porsons to the square milo has the soantiest population 
of any traot in South Bihar, It is ostimated that, out of the 
total area, 505 square miles aro oultivated ; only 20 square 
miles aro irrigated from the Son Canals. ‘The whole of the sub- 
division is vory unhealthy, and it also ‘suffered severely in tho 
fomino of 1896.97. It contains one town Bhabua, its hoad- 
quarters, and 1,427 villages. An old Hindu temple stands on 
‘Mundeswart hill, and Chainpur also contains antiquities of somo 
interost, 
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Bhabua town.—Hend-quartors town of the sub-division of the 
_ same name, situated in 26° 3’ N., ‘and 83° 37" E, Population 
(1901) 6,660. Tt is conneotod by road with Bhabua Road station 
on tho Mughelsarai-Gay& sootion of the Hast Indian Railway. 
Bhabus was constitutod o municipality in 1869, and tho axon 
within muniotpal limits is a little over ono square mile. ‘Ihe 
town contains tho usual publiv buildings ; the sub-juil has acoom- 
modation for 14 prisoners, 

Bhojpar.—A. pergana lying in tho north-west of the district 
in the Busar sub-division, which derives its name from Raja 
Bhoj of Ujjain in Malwa, who invaded tho district with o 
band of Rajput followors and subdued the aboriginal tribe of 
heros which thon hold the country under its own ohieftains. 
‘The Rajais of Bhojpur long held the position of semi-independent 
rulers ; ond the pargana gave its name to ono of the two revenue 
sarkérs, Robtas and Shihabsd-Bhojpur, into which the district 
was divided under the Mughal Emperors, Tho Muhammadan 
chronicles indigoriminntely refor to the distriot os Shahabad and 
Bhojpur, and the suthor of the Sair-ul-Mntakhoiin states that in 
his timo tho zamindars of the sarkar or provinos of Shahabad all 
went by the name of Bhojpuris, Politioally Bhojpur belongs 
to the Unitod Provinces rather than to Bihér ; it was from this 
noighbourhood that the Bundelkhand heroes, Alhré and Uden, 
traood their origin; and all its associations and traditions point 
to the west and not to tho east 

‘Tho looglity has givon its name to a language, Bhojpuri, which 
has spread far beyond its limits end is spoken by some 20,000,000 
people. On the north it reaches across tho Ganges, and oven 
Yoyond the Nepil frontier, up to the lowar ranges of the Hima- 
Jayas from Champfran to Basti. On the south, it has crossed the 
Son and covers the great plaican of Chota Nagpur, where it 
ultimately finds itself in contact with the Bongali of Minbhiim 
and the Oriya of Singhbhiim, 

Bibid.—A village in tho hoad-quortors sub-division, situated 
on the East Indian Railway, 882 miles from Galoutta. Population 
(1901) 764, Bihis isan important trade contvo, but is best known 
for the iron roller sugar mills worked by bullock power which 
“wero invented in 1874 by Messrs. Thomson and Mylne, grantees 
of the large confiscated estato at Bihia which formerly belonged to 
Kuar Singh (v. Jagdispur). *Some yonrs elapsed before their 
grect superiority over the rude machines then in uso was re00g- 
nizod, and the inventors had to contend against wholesale piraoy, 
but the popularity of the Bibia mills is now firmly established. 
‘Tho uso of these machines as well as of countless native-made 
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imitations has become general throughout Bengal; and their 
introduction has given a powerful stimulus to tho production of | 
sugarcane and has led to a great extansion of the aroa under that 
cxop both in this and othor distriots, Bihia was formerly the home 
of a branch of Harihobans Rajputs, Acconling to their own 
traditions, they wore «aiginally sottled at Ratanpur in te Central 
Provinoos, but. in 850 A.D. thoy migrated northwards to Ménjhs 
on the Gogra in tho Saran district, whoro they waged successful 
war with the aboriginal Cheros. About 200 yonrs attorwards, they 
loft Minjha ond settled south of the Ganges at Bihis, and after 
struggle lasting several hundred years subdued the Cheros who 
thon held the country. In or shout the your 1628 A.D., the 
Raja, Bhoput Doo, violated Mabini, » Brikman women, who 

. thereupon burnt horsslé to death and in dying improcated the 
most foarful cursos on the Harihobans Teajputs, After this 
tragedy the clan left Bihia and moved across tho Ganges to 
Ballin. ‘The tomb of Mahint lies under a pipal troe close to the 
railway nt Bihia and is visiled by largo numbers of women who 
come either to invoke hor asa deified being or to offer oblations 
in commemoration of her, It is said that nothing will induoo 
members of tho Harihobans sept to ontor Bihid, though it 
was ono the chief seat of their olan and the remains of their 
ancestors’ fort may still be soon thero. 

Buxar sub:division—North-westem sub-division of the dis- 
tiot, lying botwoon 25° 16' and 26° 43’ N,, and 83° 46" ond 
81° 29' ., and extonding over G6 square miles. Its population 
was 416,704 in 1901 8 against 438,739 in 1891, its donsity being 
623 persons to tho square mile. It oontains 987 villages and 2 
towns, Buxsr, its head-querters, and Dumraon. Out of the total 
area, 408 equaro miles are under cultivation, 167 equare miles 
being irrigated by the Son Onnals. 

Buxar town.—Hond-quarters town of tho sub-division of the 
same name, situated on the north bank of the Ganges in 25° 34” 
N,, and 83° 58° E. Population (1901) 18,945. It isa station on 
the Hast Indian Railway, 411 miles from Caloutta, and is a con 
siderable oontre of trado, 

Busar is said to have beon the home of many of the authors Legendary 
of the Vedic hymns and o have been called originally Vedagarbho, bst"y- 
ée,, the womb or origin of the Vedas. Another account, preserved 
by local tradition, derives the name from a tank near the temple 
of Gourisanker which was originally called aghsar or effacer of 
sin, but in oourse of time came to bo called Jaghsar. ‘Tho story 
runs that a rishi or ago, called Bedsira, ‘having transformed 
himself into o tiger to frighten the rishi Durvésa of whom he 
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was jealous, was doomed by the latter to retain that form for ever. 

_ Ho was restored to his originel chape by bathing in the holy tank 
of agisar and then worshipping Gaurisonkar, ond in commemora- 
tion of this event tho spot was called Vyaghrasar ox Baghear, ive, 
the tigor tank, Buxar is an old Brahmanioal sito and vorious 
paris of ‘it havo anoint memes such os Romeswax, Viswi- 
mitra-ki-israma and Perasw Tama; but it has fow xomains of 
archeological interest. ‘Tho most notable templo in tho town is 
that of Ramoswar Nath Mahidoo, to whioh pilgrims rosort from 
distant places. 





The battle — Buxar ia famous as tho soono of the dofoat in 1764 of Shuja- 
of Boxar uddaula, Nawab Visior of Oudh, and Mir Kasim, tho last inde- 








pendent Nawab of Bengal, in tho battlo which finally won the 
Lower Provinoos of Bengal for the British, Aftor thoir repuleo 
at Patna tho allied forces fell back on Buxar where they strongly 
entronohed thomselvos and while tho Nawab-Visior was indulging 
in luxury in his oamp, Six Hootor Munro rapid i 

him, By o skilful manouvro, ho crossed hie 
on on the' 11th of Ootober, aud after a shaxp skirmish of cavalry 
on tho 18¢h, tho main body of tho onemy wore enoountored 
on the 28rd, on tho plains of Buxar. Shuji-nd-daule plaood his 
troops in front of the fort, having tho Ganges on his lett, zom 
this position ho moved unexpootedly towards tho British lino, 
posted towards tho ast, and having the Gnogos onvite right. ‘Tho 
dattle bogan at eight in the morning and lastod till midday, whon 
Shuja-ud-daula retreated towards and crossed a small nullah 
about 2 miles to tho wost of Buxnr. ‘ho native army had 
suffered very poveroly both during the engagement and tho 
rotrouts but its principal loss is said to have boon at this spot, 
owing to a temporary bridge breaking down boforeall tho troops 
had passed, Great numbers of men, whoso retreat was thus out 
off, perished by tho sword’of their pursuers, but more in tho water 
‘tnd mud of tho nullah. According to the Sair-ul-Mutékharin, 
five or six thousand men were slain in the action, but ten 
thousand moro stuck in the mize or perished in tho rotroat 
and two yours afterwards the town of Buxar, tho fidds and the 
ay banks of the nullah, for miles together, were littered with 

mes, 

In this action wo had 867 Europeans, 6,207 sepoys and 918 
‘Mughal horse engaged, making a total force of 7,072; of this foroo 
only 71 wore arlillerymen, although the number of guns on tho 
fo was twenty-eight: ‘The combined fore of tho enamy ton 
rumberod’ that of the Bnglish, amongst them being 
ined battalions of Semra and Madoo; with fleld-piooes 
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worked by Europesns, the Perel el batteries of the Nawab 
‘Vizier's artillery and the splendid Duréni horse, Our loss was 
101 Europeans and 847 natives, killed and wounded; and when . 
‘we compare this loss with that in the ection at Plassay, where we 
had 1,100 European infantry and artillery inthe feld, and hed 
only soven killed and thirtoon wounded, it will at once be evident 
which was the harder and more important aotion, For the 
Vatilo of Plassoy, though it did much, left much to bo done, 
‘hut baitle, though fatal to Sirdj-nd-daula and dosisive of the 
fate of Bengal, was, perhaps, more caloulated to excite alarm 
and resistance among the native States than to produce their 
discouragement and submission, ‘Treachery was known to have 
had considerable share in tho decision of that action ; the smell 

"number of British troops engaged in it had not been niaterially 
inoreasod sinoo ; and victory hore was scarcely loss import 
ant to the British tim at Plamey, for defeat, at so great a 
Aistanos from Onloutta, would probably have been fatal both to 
the army and to our power in India, 





‘The fort of Buxar, standing os it dos on a high bluff The fort. 


above the Ganges and effectually commending the reaches of that 
river, was long @ position of considerable stzategio importanco, 
‘After this viotory it passed into tho hands of tho British, and 
the land round it which now forms tho fort bazar ostato was 
soquired for militery purposes in 1770, Both remeined under the 
Commandant of the fort until 1804, when the bazar stato was 
handed over to the civil authorities ; but the fort land remained 
under the military authorities as ‘8 cantonment until 1849, when 
" it was handed over to the Stud Department, In 1878 tho Stud 
Department was direoted to give up farming snd purchase 
‘nd forage in the open market, and by 1876 all the land held by 
it had been handed over to tho civil authorities; sinoo that year 
i has been managed as a Government estate. A 
of soldiers wos stationed at Buxar for a long time; and at tho 
time of Bishop Hober’s visit (1824) the garrison emounted 
to 600 men, of whom no less than 150 were Europeans. He 
dientbed tho foctan emsising of a muall ajeam ‘witha high 
.Fampart cased with turf, four ciroular bastions, a deep and wide 
ditch, a good glacis and a sort of lower fort extending to and 
commanding the river, It is now used as the residence of tho 
Exeoutive Engineer, Son Canals, Buxar Division. 
Chainpur.—At Ohainpur, a village 7 miles west of Bhabui in 
the Bhabua sub-division, stands the great mausoleum of Bakh- 
tiyar Khan, noble monument of Sher Shah’s time, Loosl tradi- 
tion asserts that his con married a deughter of Sher Shah, but 
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there is no record of what part Bakhtiyér Khan played in the 
history of the Siri kings; he must clearly have beon a personago 
of rank, and Chainpur was probably his jagir. ‘There con bo 
no question, however, that the tomb bslougs to the Siri time, 
1s it is tho oxact counterpart of tho tomb of Hason Khan Stir 
at Sasnrim, but of larger dimensions and with @ small oapola 
instead of @ pinnacle on its, dome, Government has rooontly 

‘undertakon the consorvation of the structure and has exooutod the 
ropairs nocossary to prosorvo it from decay, Similar tombs 
of a smaller sizo are found i the neiglibourhood, but call for no 
apeoial notico, ‘Tho Jama Masjid (1608-69 A.D.) is a building of 
no special interest, but is regarded with groat veneration by tho 


Mubimmadan of th plas, Tho fortatChainpur smurounded by 


‘a moat and defended by a stone rampart flanked with bastions ; 
from the atyle of the prinoipal gato, whioh is the only portion now 
intact, it is evident that it is a building of tho timo of Sher Shih or 
Akbar, Insido the ramparts there is a small Hindu shrine, whero 
# piooe of stono is worshipped under the title of Harahu Brahm, 
In his Introdustion to the Popular Religion and Folklore of 
‘Northomn India, Mr. Crooke says oy that Hanks Vanro’of Irae 
Babs was o Kanaujiya Brahmon, tho family priogt of Loja Sali- 
yahana of Ohainpar, Tho Raja had two queens, ono of whom 
was jonlous of the priest's influence. About this timo (1427 
A.D), the priest built a fine house close to the palace; and one 
night tho Raja and Rani saw a light from its upper storey 
sisaming slo ip the aky. ‘The Tat ald fo the Tajh thu the 
priest had designs of ousting the monarch from his kingdom, 20 
the RAjt hed his hous demolished and recumed the lands which 
had beon conferred on him. ‘The enraged Brihman did dharnd, 
in other words, fasted till he diod at the palace gate. When thoy 
took his body for cremation to Benlires, they found Harshu 
standing in his wooden sandals on the stops of the burning ghat, 
‘Ho informed them that he had become » Brahm or Bréhman 
ghost. ‘The Reja’s family was destroyed except one daughter who 
had been kind to the Brahman in his misfortunes, and through 
hor the family continues to this day. Harsha is now worshipped 
with the fire sacrifice and offerings of Brahmanioal cords and swoet- + 
meats. If any one obtains his desire through his interoession, he 
offers a golden Brahmanical cord and o silken waist-string, and 
feeds Brilmons in hie name. It is said that this worship is 
spreading rapidly over Northern India and promises to beoome* 
widely diffused (see Report, A. 8. I, for 1902-08}. 
Chausi.—Village in the Buxar sub-division, situated on th 
East Indian Railway close to the cast bank’ of the Karammisi 
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river; 4 miles weet of Buxar town in 25° 31/ N., and 83° 54’ B, 
Population (1901) 1,108. Chaus is famous in Indian history as 
the soone of the defeat of Humayin by Sher Shah in Juno 1689, 
On learning that Humayiin was loading his army beck from Gaur, 
Sher Shah collected his Afghin troops, and having thrown up 
‘ontronchmonts on the banks of tho Karamndes river, opfposed tho 
forthor progress of the Emperor. or noarly three months, tho 
‘Mughol army romainod in this situation, in a state of innotivity, 
neithor daring to storm tho Afghén entrenchments nor possessing 
the mogns of orossing the Ganges. Thus out off from Delhi, tho 
Emporor rendily aocopted the overtures of peace made by Sher 
Shah, A troaty was drawn out, by which Humiyin resigned to 
Shor Shih tho sovereignty of Bihar and Bengal, on condition 
that he would no longer oppose his march nor assist his enemies, 
‘This treaty having beon duly ratified, muoh rejoicing tock plaoe 
in both camps, but especially among tho Mughals, who exhausted 
by continual alarms, and exposed to constant rain and excessive 
fatigue, were anxious to retumn to their, homes. But the very 
night on which the treacherous Afghn had sworn by tho Korin 
not to injure the Mughals, he suddenly attacked their camp, 
and took them cqmpletely by surprise. Resistanco was hopeless, 
and the whole army fled in confusion. Humayiin himself escaped 
by swimming across the Ganges on an inflated masak or water- 
bog, which a friondly water-carrier provided; but 8,000 of his 
soldiers perished in attempting to follow him. The water-ourvier, 
it is said, was afterwards rewarded for his loyalty by: being 
permitted to sit for half e day on the Emperor’s throne with 
absolute power. 

Daranli,—A village 5 milos north-east from the village of 

Ramgorh, in the north-eastern oorner of the Bhabud sub-division, 
containing some remains popularly assigned to the Savars, the 
principal of which are two old tomples with carved stone obelisks 
‘and a large tank, a little moro than three-quarters, of a mile long. 
“From the character of the remains, Dr, Buchanan Hamilton 
condluded that tho Oheros had a temple bere, which the Savars 
destroyed, and that the obelisks found were probably erested to 
commemorate its destruction. Later investigation has shown that 
the temples and soulptures are clearly Brahmanical in atyle and 
conception [see Vol. XIX Rororts, A. 8. I, 1885]. 

Debri.--Village in the Sasardm sub-division, situated on the 
west bank of the Son, in 24° 65’ N.and 84° 11’ E, Population 
(1901) 4,296, Tt has @ station on the Mughslsarai-Gay& section 
‘of tho Hast Indian Railway and is a trade contre of some local 
importance, The Grand Trunk Road here crosses the broad 
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sandy bed of tho Son on stone causeway 2} miles long; and 
just below this tho river is spanned by o vast railway bridge, 
Tt is mado of iron girders Inid on stone-built pillars and oom. 
prises 93 spans of 100 foot ouch, its total longth over abutments 
boing 10,062 fect. ‘This bridge is not only tho longost in India, 
but noxt to the Tay Bridgo (10,527 foot) is believed to be 
tho longest in tho world. It was oponed in February 1900, 
exactly 3 years from tho dato on which tho work was commenced. 
‘The chief importanco of Debt is duo to tho fact that it is 
tho sito of the hoad-works of the Son Canals, where tho Main 
‘Westorn caval branches off from tho aniout thrown across the 
main channel of the river, Dehrt also contains workshops designed 
to construct and maintain the various works in stone, wood and 
iron which ‘are souttored over tho canal aystom. They aro 
substantial stone, buildings with ixon roofs, amd ombraco a 
foundry, sow-millf blacksmith’s shop, fitting shop and a boatyard, 
At Admopux, 8 miles to tho west, is m small comotory on the 
rido of the Grand ‘Trank Road containing tho graves of « number 
of mon of tho 77th Rogimont who diod hore in 1869, 

Deo Barunixak.—A villago in tho hoad-quartors sub-division, 
6 miles north-oust of Mahadeopur and 27 mjlos south-west of 
Arrab, containing two temples of considerable age, In front of 
tho larger ono stand 4 pillars of the Gupta style, on one of 
which is on inscription of Jivita Gupte (740 A.D.) of tho 
lator Gupta dynasty, which reoords the dedication of tho tomplo 
to Barunirak, "Tho. shrine, although originally dodioated to 
tho sun, now contains an image of Vishnu flanked by two 
‘mall statnos of tho sun-god. ‘Tho socond templo also has an 
old pedestal of a statuo of Sixya, and evidently bolongs to tho 
samo timo; both aro built of brick with very little ornamenta- 
tion and aro in fair preservation, though tho spires are broken, 
Ancthor intoresting pillar of the Gupta period stands close to 
the tomplos. Its capital is square, ond has on its four sides 
figures of Indra, Yome, Baruna ond Kubora, tho presiding’ 
Avities of the east, south, west and north. Around the circular 
shaft are eight rather indistinct figures, which aro evidently 
ropresentations of the planets, as Ral can bo recognized among 
them [see Report; A. 8. B. 0,, for 1908-04), 

Deo Markandeya.—At Doo Markandeya, a village in the 
Sasarim sub-division, 6 miles north of Nasriganj, 87 miles to the 
south of Axrah and a few milos west of the Son near the Sasuram- 
Axrah road, there are 3 temples and 8 isolated lingas standing 
on a large mound covered with bricks, ‘The prinoipal one 
enshrines statues of Vishnu ond Sirya, of very arude fabric 
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and probably of a lato period. ‘Phe soood tomple morely hes 
an image of Bixya, and the third, which is still a place of 
religious worship, has a linga with 4 heads (Chawmutht AMahadeo). 
‘Tho inhabitants quoto x Sanskrit verso which says that tho 
main tomplo was built, in Bikrama Sambat 120 (A.D, 68) by 
Gobhivini, tho quom of Réjé Phulchand Choro; and General 
Cunningham assigns tho temples to tho rilo of tho Cheros over 
Shibtbid in the Gth or 7th oentusy, ‘Lator investigat ion shows, 
howover, that thoy aro nob vory old and aro of little intorost 
[seo Roports, A. 8. 1,, Vol. XIX, 1885, anil Report, A, 8, B, 0, 
for 1908-04], 

ymraon,—Town and municipality in the Buxar mb-division, 
situatod on tho Bast Indian Railway, 400 milos from Caloutta, in 
25° 98° N,, and 84°9° E, Population (1001) 17,286, ‘Tho town, 
which contains a charitable dispensary, votorinayy dispensary and 
High English school, is bost known in coffuootion with the 
Dumraon Raj, to which family it hos givon its namo, ‘Tho 
prinoipal buildings aro the palace and pavilion of the Raj, and a 
garden houso which is sot apart for the roooption and aocommédae 
tion of ofloora visiting Dampnon ; the formar ato both exoellent 
oxamplos of modpm Hindu architecture, ‘Tho former residence 
of tho family is said to havo boon dostroyed by Mir Kasim Ali. 
‘Within tho palaco grounds stands a temple dodioated to Sri 
Bihiasj}, where great religious festivals aro cclebratod on tho 
birthdays of Ram and Krishna, to which pandite axe invited from 
all parts of India, Who Raj maintains an agrioultural farm, 
whore experimental farming is carmiod on and agrioultural students 
reocive training, and also an coonomio museum containing selooted 
specimons of grain grown in India, of agricultural implementa 
and tools, and of numerous economic products, such as fibres, dyes 
and spices. 

Dumraon Raj.—An estato covering anarea of about 485,000 
ores, owned by an old Rajput family, the head-quarters of which 
have boon suoodssively Kartr in parganaDanwar, Dawa in. pargana 
Bihis, Bihta, Jagdiepor, Bhojpur, Buxar, Mathila and Dumraon, 
‘They trace their podigroo back to Raja Bikramijit, from whom 
the Sambat era of tho Hindus is reckoned; and 69 of thoir 
ancestors were rulers of Ujjain in Malwa, ‘The founder of the 
family in this district was one Santana Shthi, who is enid to havo 
settled in the village of Kavfir when roturning from Gaya whero 
hho had gone to offor pindos in 1820.A.D. During the war betwveon 
Shor Shh end Huméyiin (1684—1640), Gajpati, or Gajon, Shahi 
nd Dalpat Shahi, two xival prinoos of the family, joined opposing 
sides, and onch succeeded in obtaining rewards for their services; 
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Gojan’ Shahi receiving extensive jagirs and the title of Raja from 
Sher Shah, while Dalpat Shahi was made a mansabdar or come 
mander of horse when Humiyiin ro‘established his supromaoy. 
During the wign of Akbar, Gojpati ond his brother Baixi Sal 
dofied tho Mughol armies for soveral yoars; the rising of Dalpat 
Shahi ondod in his dofeat and imprisonment, but having obtained 
his liberty on the paymont of a lurgo ransom, he continued in 
rebellion under Johingir until his capital was sucked by the 
Mughals. Raja Naxiyan Mal, who suocooded in 1607, was the 
sole proprietor of Bhojpur and  Jogaispur till 1621, was granied 
the title of “Raja Mal Mansbdar” and was allowed to kogp a 
body of 7,000 troops. On his doath tho estate passed. to his 
brother, Raji Rudra Pratah Nargyan Singh, who removed tho 
seat of the family to Nay& Bhojpuc, where some remains of 
his: palace still exist, ‘This village remainod the hoad-quartors 
of the house fill 1745, when Raja Horil Singh removed his 
residenco to Dummon ; while his nephews, Babu Buddha Singh 
and Babu Udwont Singb, settled in Jngdispar and Buxap, res- + 
pootively, and thore founded two rival families. LHoril Singh 
was suoveeded in 1746 by Raja Obhattardhari Singh, and tho 
next great chief of tho Dumfaon family was.Raja Bikramajit 
Singh, who played an important part in tho troubled times which 
marked the xiso of British power and followed their ocoupation of 
tho district. He joined the British bofore the battlo of Buxar 
and raised a body of troops to help them against Chait Singh; 
was granted on allowance of Rs. 4,000 a year by Warren 
Hastings on account of some villages near Zamania from which 
he had beon expelled by Raja Balwant Singh of Benares; and 
was one of the great farmers of the revenue in the carly days of 
British administration. 

‘The heads of the houso have enjoyed tho title of Raja from 
the time of the Muhammadan Government, Nardyan Mal for- 
mally obtained the title of Raja from the *Emperor Jahangir ; his 
svooessors in furn were confrnied in the title; and when the 
British occupied Bihar, they confirmed the prerogatives of the 
family and the title of Raja which had ben gronted to Raja 
Bikramajit Singh by the Emperor Shah Alam in 1771, On his 
Asati in 1816, his son Jai Prakish Singh roceived the title of 
Maharaja BahSdur from the Marquis of Hastinge. Ho was twice 
presented by tho Governor-General with a Khilat or robe of 
honour, together with a commendatory parwdnd, during and after 
the war with the Nepalese; and ho also reosived Ailats from the 
Governors-General, Lord William Bentinck end Lord Auckland, 
when on their way to the North-Westem Provinoes. On his 
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death in 1888, the property passod to his grandson, Jinki Prakash 
Singh, on whom the Governor-General also conferred a kliZat; 
and when ho died in 1843, apparently before he oame of ago, ho 
‘was suooveded by his unolo ond guardian, Mahesvar Baksh 
Singh, Ho was rooogmizod as Raja by tho Governmout of India, 
and a Khilat wus forwarded for prosontation to him, on condition 
of his presenting 0 nasavana of 78 gol mols and: Rs. 2,000 
in ough, as lad boon done by his ywedooossor, In subsequont 
official correspondenoe he was, howover, styled Mahivaja, und 
in Bihar ho was ‘roooguized as second in runk among tho 
Mapirijis of the Patna Division; tho first place having beon 
assigned to Raja Bhup Singh Bahidux, whoso anoostor rendoxed 
ominent sorvives to the Bast India Oompany during Lord Olive's 
time, and held the post of Naib Nazim of Bihir. In 1872 he 
was formally rooogaizod as holling the higher title of Maharaja, 
which ho haa in foot enjoyod for 28 year before it was oflicially 
conferre’ on him; and‘at the samo timo tho title was deolared 
“not tosbo hereditary. ‘To was created a K,O.8,1, shottly before 
his death in November 1881 and was sucoooded by his only 
on, Radha Presid Singh, who already had reooived the title of 
Raja for his sorvios during tho famine of 1873-74, In 1882 
tho Raja was granted a saad of tho title of Mabiraja Bohidue 
on tho recommondation of tho Bongal Government, which re- 
prosonted that, as ho was the hond. of the Rajpats in’ Shahabnd 
and took prooodonco of tho aamindars of Bettiah, Hathwa and 
Darbhangé, who possossod tho title of Maharaji Bahadur, he 
should havo a title not inferior to that of those noblome: 
Maharaja Radha Prosid Singh was subsoquontly mado K.0.1.B,, 
and died in 1894, His wilow, Boni Prasid Kuari, who was loft 
1g gole heiress and exooutsix of the ostato for his only daughter, 
thé prosont Mahfrint of Rowah, is styled Mabitrint by courtosy, 
but tho title has not boen formally conferred upon her, 
‘Tho Govornment revdnue demand of this estate is Rs. 4,80,000 

and its ront-roll stands at over 124 lakhs. 

Guro-hat.—A. Choro chief, nomod Manda, is popularly believed 
to havo had his oitadel at Giro-hit in tho valley of tho Katana 
near Ramgirh, 7 miles south-west of Bhabua in the sub-division 
of the camo namo. Various rains, tanks, reservoirs and the 
remains of brick buildings aro found oxtonding over an aren 
of about 1} miles from oast to west and half a mile from north 
to south; and other works, also ascribed to the Oheros, stretch 
to tho oast and west along the northern sido of the bills. 

Gnjrajganj.—A village closo to Arrah at which Vincont Eyre 
Analy dispersed the rebel troops which opposed his advance to the 
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relief of the Arrah garrison, ‘The following account is condensed 
from Eyro's*_ own desoription of the battle. Eyre arrived at Guj- 
rajennf on tho 18th August 1887 and bivounoked for the night 
outside the village. At daybreak the force again moved on and 
Trad just cloared the villago whon bugles wore horrd sounding tho 
nasombly ahond, and it was evident thet the enomy had ome out 
of Arah to dispute his advance. They soon showed themselves 
ooupying the wood in front, and largo bodies wore soon to extond 
themselves along the woods on cither flank with the ovident 
intention of surrounding the little foree opposed to thom. ‘Ttyro 
thereupon opened firo with his threo guns ond oausod etho 
enomy to sereen themeclvos ‘behind some broken ground in front. 
Shor this they opened a heavy fire of musketry, but galled 
by tho noourate ro of Byres skirmishing poster, they gradually 
fell buck to tho shelter of the woods. Meanwhile, Hyre directed 
tho full Bre of his ertillory on tholr contro ; thoy soattorod thom- 
solves right and loft, leaving tho rond clear; and under ,cover of 
the Enfield rifles, the guns and baggage wore promptly «moved 
forward and pushed through the wood. 

“Bmorging from this, tbo rond hocamo an clovated causeway, 
‘pounded on their either side by inundated rice-fields, across which 
the baffled enemy could only open a distont fire, Finding their 
intentions thus frustratod,. they hurried back to interoopt the 
fora at Bibiganj about 2 miles ahead, where thoy had effectually 
aostroyed a bridge, and completely commanded the approaches to 
$e from tho honsos of the village and tho broastworks they had 
dhrown up. Byro sont out soouts o search for a, ford noross the 
yiver Banks, which separated him from the enemy, ‘but no ford was 
Aiseovered ; amd as it wos plainly impossiblo to effect passage 
Gvor the bridge, Byre determined on malking a flank march to the 
rearest point of tho railway embankment, distant only one mile, 
filong which there was a dizect road to Arrah. This movement 
syns for a time masked by the guns, whicl opened a brisk fire upon 
the village; but no sooner did the enemy discover tho manaouvro, 
than they hastened in great numbers to intercept the force in a 
thick wood which abutted on the reilway. Zn rows, Eyre 
discovered a ford; but as his force hod already passed it, he pro- 
‘cooded, followed up protty closely by a large body of infantry and 
cavalry ; while tho threo mutineor regiments pursued a course 
parallel to his own on the opposite side of the stream, On reache 
Ing tho reilway, it booame novessory to dislodge the mutineors 
from the wood, from whjoh they opened a very galling musketry 








© See Gubbin’s Mutinies in Oudh, 
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fire, For a whole hour ths force was hotly engagod at a great dis- 
advantage, owing to tho abundant cover which soreoned the enemy. 
“Twice, during this period, the mutineors, seoing the gons left 
almost without support, rushed impetnously upon them, and jwere 
driven back by discharges of grape. At this junctare, Eyre loarne 
ing that tho 6th Fusiliers wore losing ground resolved on trying 
what a bayonet charge would do, Rushing forward with a choor, 
tho troops cloned the deop stream at a bound, and chaxged impe- 
tnously on an onemy tvonty timos their own numbor, Taken 
completely by surprise, tho mutinoars fell back in tho utmost 
disorder, tho gans opening fire upon thoir retroating masses, and 
in a few minutes not man of thom remained to opposo the 
passago of tho force, ‘Thenceforward an open road was available, 
which" skirted tho railway to within four miles of Arreh, where 
the foroo was compdlled to halt by an impassablo toront. ‘The 
night was employed in bridging this over, and noxt day the guns 
and baggage marched, without further opposition, into the station 
of Arab; and tho relief of the beleaguered garrison was aooom- 
plished, It may bo addod that tho soono of Hyro's action on the 
banks of tho Bands is tho identioal spot whore Major Munro 
first enoountored the troops of Shuja-udedaula, following thom up 
from thenco to Buxas, whore ho so signally defoated thom on the 
28rd of Ootober 1764, i 

Guptoswar.—The caves of Gupteswar aro situated in a narrow, 
precipitous glon in the Kaimur platean, about 8 milos from Shor- 
garh, ‘Tho ontranos lies alittle way up tho hill, and is about 18 
foot wide by 12 high; tho mouth has, however, been built up into 
an archway on which are somo rough paintings of figures. ‘The 
fire cave, a domp, slimy place with a slippery floor of rook, 
extends almost duo east from the mouth for about 120 yards, 
with stoop descents at the ond. About half-way, a branch leads 
off to the south-east, which, nftér running 90 foot or a0, rejoins 
the main gallery, A namow passage again loads from this into 
tho west ond of a second gallery similar to tho first, which is about 
870 feot long. ‘This latter, about 140 fect from sits west end, 
in orossod at right angles by a similar gallery, the south arm 
of which is tho Inrgost, boing 80 yards long, Stalectites are 
numerous, and ono of them, on which water drips incossantly, is 
worshipped as tho god Mahideo, According to popular tradition, 
subterranean passages oonneot the caves with Benares on the west 
and tho Vishnupad temple at Gayé on tho east; these passages 
are extremely small and oan only be entered by scrambling on 
one’s hands ond kniees through puddles of mud and water, A fair 
is held once a year atlthe caves, 
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Hariharganj.—Seo Nasriganj, 
Jagdispur—Pown in the hoad-quarters sub-division of the 


Shahabid district, Bongal, situated in 25° 28’ N, nnd 84°26" BH, 
Population (1901) 11,451. ‘Tho town was formerly surrounded 
by donso jangle, from whioh tho mutineors long dofied the attompts 
of tho British to dislodge thom, This was the stronghold of 
‘Kar Singh to which ho retroatod on tho, relief of Arrah; and 
tas it'was nooossary to bronk his power offectually, Vinoont Byro 
rosolved to follow up his viotory ond drive him from his jungle 
fortress, On tho 12th Angust 1867 the enemy wore found in 
strong position, having a river in thoir front, tho villago of Dalur 
in their oontro, partially protected by earthworks, and in their 
rear the formidable bolé of jungle whioh covered the approach to 
Tagalspur, ‘Tho aotion was short but decisive. ‘Tho onomy’s 
right wos concealed behind broken ground and low junglo; but as 
soon 08 Byre looatod their position, he opened upon them with 
grape; and tho mon of the 1(th Foot following this up with a 
bayonet charge drovo thom panio-strickon into tho jungle, Moan. 
while tho Sikhs, tho 6th Wsiliors and the Voluateors from Arrah 
held in chook tho mutineors’ loft, consisting of Kuar Singh’s 
irregular; and as soon as « howitzer wos brought up against them, 
thoy too gavo way, and a hot pursuit ensuod, torminating only at 
Tagdiopur itsolf, Kuor Singh had barely timo to offeot his escapo 
in the direotion of Sasarém, loaving his stronghold in our hands, 
Tn April 1858 Kunv Singh, who had been driven out of 
Asimgarh by Siv H. Imgard, again modo his way to tho junglos 
of Jagdispur ; and tho offloar commanding tho troops at Axrah 
dotormined on an attack, before tho enemy, broken and dispirited, 
should have timo to rocover his energies or make any officiont 
proparation for dofoncs, Aooordingly, with two companies of 
HL M’s bth, 140 strong, 60 Huropoan sailors ond 100 Sikbs, 
5 axlillorymen and two guns, he made a night march, arriving 
in the neighbourhood of Jagdispur before daylight. Whon 
day downed he entered tho jungles, into which ho had not 
ponetrated far, when, mocting with some slight opposition, he 
ordered a retreat. ‘Tho rotroat on tho part of tho Wuropeans 
dogenorated into a panio flight, No ontrontios of their offfcars 
could induos the men again to form and face their pursuers, whilet 
hhoat and fatigue did their work and proved fatal enemies, Man 
after man dropped from exhaustion; and out of nearly 200 
Huropean soldiors and eoamen who loft Arrah, not more than 69 
returned alive, Guns, ammunition, tent-equipage, oto,, fell 
into the enemy's hands; But it is duo to the artillerymen to say 
that they fought their guns to the Inst, and out of tho five only 
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‘one escaped. ‘The Sikhs bohaved’ with tho groatost bravery, 
forming a rearguard and covoring the retreat; and porhaps it is 
not too much to say that but for them not a Huropean would 
have returned to Arrah, 

‘The jungle, which formed part of tho confsonted property of 
Keuar Singh, was finally cleared by tho prosont propristors of tho 
Bihis estate, Mr, Buzrows, a contractor on tho Bast Indian Rail- 
‘way, had boon presented with tho leaso of tho jungle, on condition 
that ho cleared a oortain portion within two years; bub asit st 
afforded an asylum to the mutineers, more active measures beoame 
nocessary, and Government offored Rs. 6 a digha for land cleared 
Py acortain date, With 4,000 mon at work, a broad path a 
hatfanile wide was driven xight through the jangle, while minor 
gaps ware out at right angles, rondering the wholo accessible, and 
‘the farther concealment of rebels impossible. ‘Tho estate was 
rapidly developed ly Moses. Burrows, Thompson and Mylne, the 
grantees; large number of wolls wore sank; later the Bibia 
ranch caual was constructed through the entire longth of the 
jungle mahal; and the estato is now one of the most prosperous 
‘and highly cultivated areas in the district. 

Koath.—A village in tho extreme north of tho Sasarim 
sub-division, 10 miles from Bikramgenj on the Sasarém-Axrah 
rood, It oontains a disponsary and is tho head-quartors of an 
Assistant Boginoor of the Public Works Department, ‘The pri 
cipal family, kuown as thé Muriazas of Koath, eame from Bilgrém 
in Ondh with Nawab Nural Husain Khan, from whom they” ure 
descended. ‘The latter, who was the first lieutenant of Shujé-ud- 
aula, Nawab of Oudh, was given a large grant of land, with a 
ryonue amounting to 2 lakhs, on making peace with the English, 
‘Tho family havo lost noarly all their property and are now 
impoverished. 

‘Mahadeopur.—A village in the extreme south af the head- 
quarters sub-division, 10 miles south of Piro, containing the ruins 
of an old brick tomple which Gonoral Cunningham considered 
the most curious specimen of brick architecture he had ever seen, 
Tt is 42 foot high, containing on upper and a lower chamber, 
‘and the top is crowned by a pinnaslo of singular design, which 
in general appearance resembles two huge mushrooms one above 
the other, This pinnacle is similar to that which is believed to 
have crowned the fano at Bodh-Gaya, and the temple corre- 
sponds in many features with that shrine as it existed bofore 
its rostoration [see Vols. XIV ond XIX Reports, A. 8, I.]. 

‘Masar.—A village 6 milos wesb of Arrah, which has been 
identified with tho place, Mo-ho-so-lo, visited by Hinen ‘Tsiang, 
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‘Tho Chineso syllables Mo-ho-so-lo havo been transoribed as Mahi. 
sro, nnd that this was the ancient namo of the prosont Mash 
“proved by seven insoriptions neatly 500 yoars old in the Jain 
tomplo at Porasnith, From the Innguago of the Chinese pilgrim 
it a}poars that Mastx must have been closo to the Gangos and 
that it was inhabited by Brihmans who had no rospoct for the 
low of Buddha, ‘This aooonnt agroes with the moder villago, 
8 though the Gangos now flows 9 milos to the north, thoro aro 
lene traces in tho noighbouvhood of tho high bank of tho old 
Ganges, nd though there aro no Buddhist relies, thoro azo numor- 
ous images of Brabmanical gods, ‘Tho remains nt Masta ato 
confined to theo images, tho foundations ‘of somo small tomples, 
and a Jain tomplo completed in 1819 A.D, ‘Tho Inttor contains 
eight Tain statuos, on which axo sovon insoriptions going back 
whon some Rthtor Jains of Mavwar eppoar to 
tho village ; anothor figure of Parasnith con- 
ins an insoription stating that the image was dodfoated by Babu 
‘Sankar Lal of Ardmnagar “during the prosperous English 
rilo over Kérusha-desa,” his rooord, though modern (1819 
A.D,), is of interest as it idontifios tho district of Shahabad with 
tho anoiont Warusha-deea of tho Purinas, whilo tho town of Areuh 
appears as Arkmmagar, which is probably the true form of tho 
name as handed down in tho Jain books (seo Vol, IIT Reports, 
A. 














Mundeswari,—Tho oldest Hindu monument oxtont in tho 
istrict is the ancient tomplo of Mundoswaxl, which stands on 
tho summit of an isolated hill, 000 foot abovo the plain, close to 
the villago of Ramgarh, 7 miles south-wost of Bhabus. Extor- 
nelly and internally it hes tho shapo of an octagon, with doors 
or windows) on four sides and small niches for tho reception of 
statues in tho romnining four walls. ‘Tho principal entranoo 
was to tho east, yhoro a fow pillars still romain which ovidently 
onoo supported a portion, Inside the temple is a Kinga with four 
heads (Chawmukis Mahdceo) and a statuo of Durga, togethor with 
large stone vessel shaped like a kottle and a stone chest which 
was probably used for hoarding the tomplo treasure, ‘Tho 
windows were formarly fillod with lnttioed stone work, which 
is ofill proservod in tho northern one, round which aro graceful 
onrvings of tho Gupta style, ‘ill rocently tho shrine Jay buried 
in débris and was overgrown to th roof with rank vogetation ; it 
hes now, however, been cleared, and steps are being taken to 
prosorve the essential fenturos of the building, From an inser 
tion found in sifu we learn that the temple dates from 635 A. 
it refers fo Udynsona as the ruling chief and records various 
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donations made to Mandaleswara, a namo probably for an inoara 
tion of Siva which was worshipped hero. Soveral ancient statues 
have also beon unearthed ; and all along’ the oastem slope of hill 
various othor remains are mot with, such as small brick buildings, 
statues, rook-carved figures, and the names of pilgrims obiselledl in 
the stono, From tho rolios still existing it is clear that the hill 
was onoo covored with a cluster of templos, of which only the main 
temple has survived (see Reporte, A. 8, B. 0., for 1901-02 and 
1903-04, and Roport, A. 8. I., for 1902-08}. 

Nasriganj.—A largo village (formerly a municipality) in’ the 
north-east of tho Sagarim sub-division, situated in 26° 3’ 15” N., 
and 84° 22/ 26" E., about « half-mile from the Son, on tho 
‘Koolwar-Dobri road. It contains 3,707 inhabitants; but if the 
adjaoont village of Hariharganj, which practioally forms part 
of it, is included, the population amounts to 6,279, Nasriganj 
is a largo Govornmont estate, forming part of the Nasriganj 
maid? exchooted to Goverament in 1867 on the death, without 
hoivs, of Musamat Moult Baksh, With Hariharganj it is the 
sont of a largo trad ; and was formerly a considerable manu- 
faoturing oontre, It bas lost the commercial imporianoo it 
possessed 80 yours ago, whon there wore 2 manufnoturers of 
paper and 42 sugar refineries; but it still contains two sagar 
faotories, and the manufacture of paper is ourried on on a small 
sale, 

Patani.—At Patond, a fow milos south of Grixo-hat in the 
Bhabua sub-division, aro a namber of ruins attributed locally 
to tho Savars or Sui. Tho chiof of thoso is a mass of rude 
‘tones, broken bricks and earth, 780 feet long from enst to 
-wost ond 1,080 fect from north to south, reaching in some 
parts to wbeight of 40 or 60 feot above the ground. Hast of this 
again is nother mass of similar length, but of smaller height ond 
breadth ; while north of the village of Stirimpur is another 
elevation, consisting of stones, bricks and enrth, “and to the south 
iso circular mound entled Baghbin (see List of Ancient Monu- 
ments in Bengal, 1895]. 























Rohtisgarh.—Peshaps the most interesting place in the rexendary 
district, from an historical point of view, is the ancient hill fort of S!storr 


Rohtas or Rohtiegarh, eo called from the young Prince Rohitaswa, 
son of Réjé Haris Chandra of the solor dynasty, to whom the hill 
is sacred. Haris Uhandra is the hero of one of the most beauti- 
ful legends of Hindu mythology. ‘The story runs that Huis 
Chandra, a powerful monarch owning vast dominions, once went 
to ht in a forest in which a rishi, Viewimitra, lived, and that 
while engaged in the chase, ho disturbed the contemplations of the 
12 
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yedluse, ‘Tho hermit saint, offended at this intrusion om his retreat, 
resolved to punish Haris Chandra, and appearing one day when 
‘he was dispensing charity, induood him to promiso to give what- 
over he asked, He thon asked for his kingdom and all his worldly 
possossions ; and the Raja bound by his vow at onoo fulfilled his 
promise, Thoroupon, the importunate righ demanded dakshind to 
‘complete the gift, and, in order to comply with his roquost, tho 
destitute hut pious Raja was obliged to soll his wifo and son, 
Rohitéswa, to a Brihman; finally, as the purehase money was 
sill insufficient to satisfy Viawimitra, he sold himsolf to a Dom at 





. Bonares, ‘The Dom placed Haris Chandra at the Manikarnilea 


buming gat with ordora to collect feos from all who came to 
burn their dead ; and shortly afterwards Rohitiswa having died 
from snake-bita, his body was brought to the gid/, ‘True to his 
master, Haris Ohandra humbly demanded his dues, which owing 
to hor poverty his wife was unable to pay. All that sho could 
offor was the ragged loth which covered her, and Haris Ohandra 
thon insisted on her giving at least n piooo of this, At this 
moment, Viswimitra appoared, ind, ploasod at tho pioty of H 
Chandra and satistiod with his expiation, restored Rohitiswa to 
lito and gavo back his kingdom to his fathor, It is possible 
that this logond embodios in a mythical form an account of tho 
carly power of tho aboriginal Doms; in Bast Bongal it is the 
eliof of somo Doms, calling thomselvos Haxis Ohandis, that, in 
roturn for thoir forefathor’s kindnoss, Raji Haris Chandra con- 
vorted tho wholo tribe to gion ; and it is notiooable tbat 
tho onrliost traditions attached to Rohtisgarh point to its boing 
tho home and stronghold of antoothonous racos, ‘Tho tradi= 
tion that Rohtis was once the sont of their race lingers among 
the Khatwats, Oraons and Cheros; the Kharwars oall theme 
solves Siryabansi and allogo that, like Rohitaswa, they aro 
Aeeoonded from the sun; while tho Cheros* claim that they hold 
tho platoau till they sallied forth for the conguost of Palimau, 
Similarly, the Oraons assert that, Rohtéagach originally belonged 
to their chiefs and was finally wrested from thom by the Hindus 
who surprised them at night during one of their great national * 
festivals, when tho men had fallen senseless from intoxication, and 
only women wore loft to ght. : 

‘The only records of Hindu times connected with Rohtis- 
gath aro a few short rock-out insoriptions at various plnoes on the 























# The Cheror of the Vindhyon platoon claim desoont from the Nag or sarpexit, 

‘As Buchanan Hamilton quaintly pute {t, they “claim the honour of being descended 

trom aurpent, who in king of boll, that is to aay the devil, which is con. 
very ancient and honourable connection,” 
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plateau. ‘The first, at Phulwari, dates back fo 1169 A.D, and 
Tofers to tho construction of a road up the hill by Pratipadhavala, 
tho Nayaka or chief of Japila. Japila is evidently the modem 
Tapla, on the opposite side of tho Son, in the distriot of 
Palamau; and Pratipadhavala appoars to have been a looal cbief, 
who is also known to us from two other inscriptions on the 
‘Tardchandi rook near Susarim and at Tutrahi, 6 miles west of 
‘Tilothu, From another short inscription at Rohtasgarh wo leam 
that this chief belonged to tho Khayoravdlavansa; and Professor 
‘Kielhorn has pointed* out that this namo appoars to survive in 
that of the tribe of Kharwars. ‘Tho only other record of Hindu 
rule over the fort is an inscription noar tho Lal “Darwaza, dated 
3223 AD., which mentions a descendant and successor of 
Pratapadhayala, called like him Pratapa, 

Tn 1639 A.D. it passed from the hands of its Hindu rulers to stutan- 
Sher Shih, who at that time wasin revolt against Humayin, made 
‘Phe story current is that Sher Shah, having lost Chuvér, determined °°" 
to get possession of Rohtasgorh, and as the fort was improg- 
nable, ho was obliged to secure it by stratagem. Ho accorilingly 
sent to tho Hindu Raja who was in possession of the fortress, 
and begged him to allow his family and treasure to remain there 
while he was engaged in the conpuest of Bengal. On his consent 
being obtained, Shor Shah sent several hundred dotis, in tho first 
few of which wore a few old women ond in the remainder 
Afghan soldiors and a quantity of ams. On the arrival of tho 
train at the outer gate, the leading do/is were examined, and 
when they were found to contain only the women, the remainder 
were allowed to enter. ‘The Afghins then sprung out and at 
tacked the guard, while tho bearers used. their staves until they 
obtained arms from the do/is, ‘The guard were easily overpower 
ed; Sher Shah, who was in camp close by, was admitted ; and 
tho Hindu Raji fled, leaving the Afghans masters of the fort. 
+ During his campaigns against Humayin, Sher Shah left his 
women and children in this seowe retreat; and. throughout his 
xeign it was held by a strong garrison of 10,000 matchlock-men, 
‘and was made the repository of “ treasures without numbering or 
reckoning.” Henceforth, Rohtasgath is frequently mentioned by 
the Muhammadan historians, who dilate on its strength and ad 
vantages. The Ain-i-Akbari refers to its great cirouit of 14 kes 
‘and states that the enclosed Jand was cultivated and full of 
springs and lakes, while in the rains there were no less than 200 
delightful cataracts. From other chronicles wo learn that the 
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sleep ascent was guarded by 3 gates, ono above tho othor, defends 
ed by guns and rolling stonos; on tho summit wore towns, 
villages and com-fiolds, and water was seid to have boon found 
in such abundonoo that if « pog was driven into tho ground or a 
hole was dag, it welled up nt onoo; in theso ciroumatances, it is 
not altogethor surprising to loarn that the garrison had to bo 
changed every 4 months, 

‘Min Singh, on being appointed vicoroy of Bongal and Bilar, 
selected Rohtis ns his stronghold; ho had the fortifontions put in 
completo repair, dooponod and ropaired tho rosorvoirs, oreotod a 
palaoo for his own rosidenco, and Inid out a handsomo gardon in tho 
Persian style. When ho diod, tho-fortross was attachod to tho 
office of Weair of tho Emperor, by whom the governors wore 
appointed, In 1644, the governor of Rohtasgarh protected Shih 
Johdn’s family when that prince was in rebollion against his 
father. ‘Tho fort was iinmediately under an officor known as 
8 kilédér, who had a guard of 400 or 500 men ond defrayed 
all oxponsos from tho revenues of the estates which formed 
his jiagir 5 theso ostates wero managed by the diotn who was an 
officar of considerable authority in tho fort, Besides thoso, thore 
were about 4,000 matchlock-men, whose duties consisted in 
guarding different parts of the plateau ; thoy wore xeornited from 
outside and had to be constantly relieved bocause of the unheal- 
thiness of the place. ‘Tho regular garrison consisted of artillery- 
men who wero permanently settled with their families in a village 
noar the palace and wore inured to the climate; they wore under 
‘an officor known as tho /asdri or oommandor of 1,000 men. After 
the doteat of Mir Kasim-at Udhua Nullah in 1764, he despatched 
his wife with 1,700 other women and children, and much treasure, 
to Rohtis; but shortly afterwards, on Mir Kasim’s final defeat at 
Buxar, the Bogum left Rohts with the treasure and joining hor 
husband at ‘Tilothu accompanied him in bis retreat. 

Shih Mal, the duedn, then ponooably surrendered the fort to 
tho English who advanced under Colonel Goddard from Tokiri, 
Colonel Goddard remained thoro for about two months, destroying 
meanwhile all military stores ; aftor which » native guard romainod 
for ono your, whon tho plaoo was finally abandoned, Sinco that, 
timo it hins enjoyed a tranquillity broken only during the Mutiny, 
when Amar Singh and his followers infosted tho neighbourhood 
and sovern! sharp méléos took plaoo, Finally, as it oppoared 
that tho mutineors: intonded to hold the place in foro and to 
uso it as a rallying point, a levy of 250 mon was raised to 
~voeiipy tho dort, and a garrison romnined there till,the ond of the 
Mutiny. * ‘ 
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Rohtisgah is pioturesquely situated on an- outlying spur of The 
the Kaimur hills, 80 miles from Debi and 1,490 foot above sea f°" 
level, ‘To the left of the spur winds the valley of tho Son with 
Jow wooded hills on its opposite bank and a higher range in tho 
distanoo, ‘To tho xight, tho hills swoop round forming on im- 
monso and beautifully wooded amphithontre about 4 miles deep, 
bounded with a continuation of tho oscarpmont; and at the foot 
of tho crowned spur is tho villago of Akborpur nestling in. tho 
midst of undulating hills, ‘Tho remains of tho fortress ocoupy a 
port of the plateau about 4 milos, from east to west, and 6 
miles from north to south, with a ciroumforenco of neatly 
28 miles. It is separated from tho tablo-lond on tho north 
by a doop and wido rocess, called tho Kariyaxt Khoh, a branch of 
which, Galariya KXhoh, also soparates it from the tablo-land to the 
west, leaving botwoon its south end and tho rock overhanging 
tho Son a rocky peninsula or nook, about 200 yards wide, with * 
porpondioular sides, ‘hero aro abiout 80 paths wp tho rook moves 
‘sible to mon, which wore all moro or loss fortified ; while strong 
Acfensivo works woro oonstractod at the 4 great ghale from whioh 
coos to tho summit was most easily obtained. ‘The principal 
fortifications now oxisting oro at Raja Ghat and Kathoutiya, os 
tho narrow neck joining Rohtis to tho tablo-land is oallod, ‘The 
latter was tho most vulnexablo part of thofortress, and tho Hindus 
‘aro said to havo’ out a moat aoross it as a defence against 
invasion, Man Singh slill furthor strengthened tho defences in 
1607 by adding somo massive works which aro the finest romnins 
of the fortitoations still oxtant, ‘Those consist of two gatos on 
the northern side of the nook about 30+ yards apart with many 
winding passages and bulwarke attached; both they and tho 
ditch aro commanded by a double lino of ramparts and bastions, 
which, rising along a low hill, towor 60 or 70 foot above the moat ~ 
for a length of 400 yards, Burthor to tho north aoross the plateau 
ran another lino of defenoes ; but the only part now standing is 
‘fino gate, called the Lal Darwaza, from the-red stone of which 
it was buil, 

‘The ascont: from Akbaxpur, whioh is the ono most, commonly ‘The 
used, is over dry hills of limestone, covered witha sorubby Mut 
brushwood, to a orest where aro the first ruined defences; and 
this is succeeded by a sandstone cliff, cut in places into rough 
stops, which lead from ledgo to ledgo and gap to gap, wall 
guarded with walls and an archway of solid masonry. Passing 
througll this to tho summit, a walk of about 2 milos leads to tho 
palace, which was desoribed hy Sir Josoph Hooker as follows:— 
“Tho buildings ore very extonsive and bear evidence of great 
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boauty in tho architeotwro; light galleries supported by slender 
columns, Jong cool arondes, soreoned squares and terracod walks 
are the principal foatures. ‘The rooms open out; upon flat roofs 
commanding views of tho long ondless table-land to the wost and 
a shear procipico of 1,000 feot on’ tho othor sido, with the Son, 
tho amphitheatre of hills and tho village of Akbarpur below.” 
‘This estimato of tho architoctural merits of the palace is somowhat 
high, as tho buildings cmnot compare with relios of the same 
period in other parts of India; but on tho other hand they aro of 
‘unique interest as boing the ouly spooimen of Mughal civil arohi- 
teotare in Bengal, and os affording a striking example of tho 
conditions of military lifo undor that ompire, ‘The palaco is an 
jmregular medley of buildings extending from north to south, and 
is entered from tho wost through a great courtyard enclosed by 
high walls. On tho innor sido of this courtyard wore the quarters 
which sorved as barracks for tho troops; and at its north-oastorn 
corner is the chiot gato of tho‘palaco, This consists of a massive 
arch flankod on oither side by tho figuro of an elephant curved 
in stone, from which it derives the namo of Hathiya Pol or the 
Glophant gatos on inseription over tho arch records that it was 
erootd in 1897 by Min Singh, It opens on to a largo vaultod 
guard room, passing through which one comes to the Birahduiri, 
tho best prosorved struoturo.in tho palaos, which is believed to 
havo been used by tho vicoroy as his hall of audience, In 
front is an open vorindah, supported by four double columns, 
‘which loads into a laygo hull with a vaulted root overlooked 
by a corridor running along its ontiro length. Staironsos ot 
cithor side load to tho rooms on the upper floor, and to tho flat 
roof which is crowned by small cupolas. ‘Towards the contro of 
tho palace is the Aina Mahal, tho residence of the governor's 
chief wife, which stands in the middlo of what was onoo Man 
Singh’s Persian garden. Of the other buildings, tho most impos 
ing is the Takit Padslahi, or Governor's residence, which risos 
to the height of 4 stories and is crowned with a graceful cupola, 
On the second floor aro a handsome hall and gallery supported by 
solid pillars with carved comices; on tho third floor a small 
eupola lends to a covered balcony overlooking tho terraced roof 
of the ladies’ apartments; while tho topmost oupola gives a 
magnificont view of tho surrounding country and commands the 
‘whole palace aren, 

Scattered over the plateau are the remains of various buildings, 
two only of which can be attributed to the timo of Sher Shah, 
viz, the Jama Masjid or Alamgitl Masjid, a mosque with threo 
domes, and the laxge mausoleum of Habsh Khan, generally known 
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+. as the ravad of Hawas Khan ; tho latter building, which in style 
resembles tho monument of Hason Khia at Sasarim, is possibly 
the tomb mentioncd by Buchanan Hamilton as that of the 
daroga ox superintendent of. works of Sher Shih. In front 
of this stands o mosque built in 1580 by eunuch bearing 
tho samo namo, and close by there are a numbor of tombs 
‘also dating from Mughal times. ‘Tho most interesting of those 
is the tomb of Shaft Sultén (1678), who diced suddenly, when he 
‘was expocting to be promoted to tho rank of Khan. Tt has some 
fino stucco ornamentation, and, like several of the other tombs, is 
covered by a dome supported on pillars, Similar structures aro 
frequently mot with in Rajputina, whero they are called Chattris 
and evidently this style of building, which is a never found in Bengal 
Proper, was introduced by tho garrison of tho fort, who were 
largely recruited from Rajputina, A similar importation from 
tho North-West is the octagonal open pillared hall covered by o 
homispherical dome, which stands in front of somf of the Hindu 
temples found on the plateau. The most picturesquely situated 
‘of all thoso temples is the Robtisun, or temple of Rohitiswa, 
It stands at the edge of the precipice on « small peak at tho 
north-eastern oorner of tho plateau and is approached by a long 
flight of 84 steps; litle of this temple now remains, and the 
tower and mandapa which once formed part of it have long: since 
disappeared, ‘Tho image of Rohitiswa is said to have boon 
worshippod hero until it was destroyed by the iconoclastio zeal of 
Aurangzeb, who ereoted a small brick mosque just behind it: 
tho latter was « wretched building which has boon. 
omolished, Close by the temple of Rohitaswa stands the shrine 
taored to his father Haris Chandra, a graceful building consisting 
cof a small pillared hall covered with 6 domes; the image formerly 
‘worshipped here was also removed by Aurangzsb, 

Ata little distance from the palace, at the head of a groat 
ravine on. the western side of the plateau, is wcave overlooking a 
shoor precipice about 1,000 feet high. A Muhammadan saint is 
said to be buried here, and local legend relates that he was thric 
thrown down the precipice boand hand and foot, but each time 
reappeared unhurt, At the foot of the plateau there is a large 
tomb with a long Persian inscription over the gate, which throws 
some light on the management of the hill fortress, as it states that 
at the time it was erected (1638) Ikblas Khan was its Aidadar with 
the rank of » commander of 8,000, and fayjd@r of Makrai and 
the parganas of Siris ond Benares, and that his jagtr consisted of 
the parganas of Jiwand, Sokror, Tilothu, Akbarpur, Belamnjé and 
Topls, ‘Tho parganae mentioned now lie in the moder districts 
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of Shahabad, Gaya, Palimau and Benares, and most of the names 
till oxist [see also Basten India by Montgomery Martin, 
‘Vol, I, 1838; Reports, A. 8. B, O,, for 1901-02 and 1903-04, 
and Report, A. 8, 1., for 1902-03), 

Sasaram sub-division—South-castern sub-division of tho 
Aistriot, lying botwoon 24° 31/ and 25° 22’ N, and 83° 0" ond 
84° 27° E,, and oxtonding over 1,490 square miles. Its population * 
‘was 039,635 in 1901 against 638,356 in 1801, tho density of popu- 
lntion boing 362 persons to the square mile. ‘Tho Kaimur hills 
in tho south afford little spaoo for cultivation, and this part of 
the sub-division suifered severely in the famine of 1896-97. 
Altogother 480 square miles aro reported to bo undor cultivation, 
of which 224 square milos are irrigated by tho Son Canals, ‘ho 
sub-division. contains’ ono town Sasarim, its hond-quarters, and 
4,006 yillages, ono of which, Dob, is important as tho sito of 
The head-quarters of the Son canal system, ‘here aro old forts 
at Shorgarh and Rohtisgah, ond Sasurim  itsolf contains 
antiquities of groat intorest, 

Sasarém town,—Hend-quarters town of the sub-division of 
tho same name, situated on the Mughalsarai-Crayé sootion of tho 
ast Indian Railway, 406 milos from Caloutta, in 24° 67’ N. and 
84° I' 19, Population (1901) 23,644, of whom 13,647 wore Hindus 
and 9,094 Musalmins, ‘Tho full namo of Sasarim (Sobasrém) is 
said to be Sahasra Axjanpurd, boowuse the thousand-armed Hai 
haya Ohief Axjuna died hore, His thousand arms aro said to 
have beon out off by Parasu Rama, whon ho flod with all his 
followors to this place. Hore he died, and his followors gavo his 

* name to the town which thoy had built ‘Cho town lies about 60 
miles from Arrah and commands « fine view of the north 
escarpment of the Kaimur hills, 2 miles distant to tho south. 
At is about a mile in diameter and consists of a mass of old brick 
hhousos closely packed along narrow lanes, 

During the Mutiny Sasardm was a contro of disturbance. In 
August 1858 it was attacked and plundered by a body of 2,000 
rebels from Axrah; and tho part played by the people in driving 
this foroe away was recognized by Government in offically giving 
the town the title of Sasorim Nasir-ul-hukkam, é¢., Sasarkm the 
Joyal town, while Shah Kabtr-ud-din, the Sajjéda-nashim, who was 
their recognized leader and who loyally supported Government 
throughout the orisis, was rewarded with a Aitlat of Rs, 10,000 
‘nd a sanad under the seal and signature of the Governor-General, 
Amar Singh and his followers infosted the neighbourhood, and 
‘largo British force had to be stationed in tho town in ‘order to 

_ meet marauding parties, to scoure the tranquillity of the south 
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of the district, and to keep open communications along the Grand 
‘Trak Road by which the troops were marching to the north, 
It was for some time the head-quarters of an independent com- 
mand composed of 200 to 300 European soldiers with 7 ariil- 
lerymen and four 9-pounder guns, besides a levy, 260 strong, 
which had boon raised for the occupation of Rohtasgarh. Tho 
inhabitants still point to a rising knoll to the north of the town 
wher those rebel leaders who were captured wére oxeouted ; and 
the comotery close by at Korsich eontains a number of graves of 
uropenn soldiers who diod hero during the Mutiny. 

‘The most ancient monument at Sasarim is an Asoka insorip- ton. 
tion, inside a small cave near the top of Chandan Pir's hill to »™™ 
the cast of tho town. ‘The insoription, which is referred 
cithor to the year 232 or 231 B.O., the last year of tho aged 
Emporor’s life, probably contains a dato referring to the doath 
of Buddha; but no absolutely convincing interpretation® of it has 
yet béon found: other versions of the same edict exist at Rapnath 
in Control India, at Bairdt near Jaipur, and at Siddapur in tho 
Myeoro Stato. “Tho hill whero .the inscription is found was 
ovidontly an ola Buddhist site, which appears to have been appro- 
printed Inter on by*tho Muhammadans. The latter oall the 
cave the chindydén or lamp of tho saint, Ohandan Pir, whose 
dargah is on tho summit of tho hill; they know nothing, however, 
of his lifo and history, although they insist upon his being 
called Shahid, or martyrs, and worship at his tomb, General 
Cunningham, however, quotes a legond which scems to have been 
suggested hy, that of Sahesra Arjun. According to this story 
‘4 Muhammadan saint living at Benéros had his hond out off by a , 
‘Hindu.named Chandan, and fled away without his head till ho 

+ reached Sasarim, Hore ho asked a woman for some betal to ont, 
‘but sho replied “ What is the uso of giving you botel wher! your 
hend is gone ?” On this, the holy man at onéo dropped down dead, 
A small building close to the: dargah was erected by a tobacco. 
seller in 1804, and at the foot of the hill is a rained mosque of 
the time of Jahangir (1613 A.D,). On the Térachandi rock, one 
mile fo the south, is an inscription of Pratipadhavala engraved 
on the rock close by the figure of Ohandi Devi. 

‘The magnifcent mausoleum of Sher Shih inside the town tambo 
sna Gheamaller one of his father, Hasan hin Sin, cst 

are among the most important ancient monuments in the Province, 
Whe former, which is one of the noblest specimens of Pathin 
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architecture in India, is an imposing etructuro of stone, standing 
in the middle of a fino tank about 1,000 foot square and rising 
from a large stono terrace, ‘This terrace, which is 80 feot high 
and 800 fect square, rests on a large stone platform with a 
ight of steps leading to tho water's edge, and, for somie unknown 
reason, was not built squarely upon it, but placed obliquely 
to its sides, ‘Tho following desoription* of the tomb givos an 
aooount of the building as it oxisted between 1780—83:— 
“Tho plan of this mausoloum is a square base, rising from 
tho centro of the lake, having at onch angle pavilions crowned 
with domes and finished with a cullus; from this base was 
a bridgo that, from the ruins now remaining, must havo 
consisted of 6 pointed archos which communicated to the side 
of tho Inke, and on two sides are n double fight of stops to 
tho woter; on the baso is raised an octagon building, having 
8 pointed archee im each face, and on each angle are pavilions 
finished like the former, Somowhat bohind this runs an octagon 
in diamoter, and from tho oxtremes spring the dome, 
ished on the top by a small pavilion, like those alroady 
desoribed.” ‘When Buchanan Homilton saw tho tomb, the only 
means of aooess to it was a raft made of a bamboo frame-work on 
qhards; end the dome was crowned by a small cupola supported 
‘on four pillars, ‘When the building was restored by Goveroment 
jn 1882, this oxpela was pulled down and replaced by o pinnacle 
similar to that on asin Khin Sir’s tomb; and a causeway, 
360 foot long, was built to connect the tomb with tho northern 
side of the tank. 

“Mounting from the causeway to tho torraoe, the building is 
ontered through « wide verandah, running all round tho build. 
ing with threo archos on onch sido, ‘The interior of the tomb ” 
consists of a largo octagonal hall surrounded by an aroade of 
Gothio arches, from which springs a eocond octagonal storey, and 
abovo this rises the dome with o span of 72 fect. ‘The gravo of 
Bher Shih lies in the contr with tho right side turned towards 
‘Meoca, and is distinguished from the other graves near it by a 
small column placed at its hend; the latter are ranged in two 
rows atits foot, and are said to belong to the Bmperor’s favourite 

+ officers. ‘The hall is lighted by a sories cf windows abovo the 
‘verandah filled with stone tracory, and the Mecca niche is richly 
ornamented with passages from the Korin carved in stone, ‘Two 
Trond terraces, at each corner of which are cupolas supported on 
stone columns, lead round the-building, the first being over the 
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verandah and the second at the base of the dome, Traces of % 
coloured enamelled tiles still exist on tho domes of the different 
‘kiosquos and the walls of the tomb, Its height from the floor 

to the apex of tho domo is 101 foot and its total height above the 
water is over 150 foot; the ootagon forming the tomb has an 
intorior diameter of 75 foot and an oxterior diameter of 104 foot, 

Tn the dosign of this great structure two foaturos have boon 
introduoed whioh appoar to point to a Tind architoot, Both 
‘tho lofty basoment and the surrounding lake are common fontures + 
of the Hindu temple; and when we find them combined with 
Hindu corbelling and flat architraves in tho inner doorways, it is 
AiMoult to resist the conclusion that the architect must have boon 
a Hindu, Not only is the tomb remarkable for the great span 
of its domo, which is some 13 feot wider than tho dome of the 
‘Daj Mahal, but for grandour and dignity it is said to bo quito 
‘unequalled in Northern India, 

In tho contre of the town is tho mausoleum of Hasan Khin tomb of 

Sir, tho father of the mporor (1538 A.D.). It stands in a Fe ey 
largo courtyard, enclosed by a high wall of out atone with towers 
at tho four corners and o gateway to tho east. ‘Tho tomb 
consists of an ootagonal hall surmounted by a large dome and is 
surrounded by an aroade with three Gothio arches on each side, 
This aroado is crowned on each sido by threo small domes aud is 
richly ornamented with plaster engraved with sentenoos from the 
Kotin; above it is o terraoo running round tho basomont of the 
dome with a pillared kiosque at’ each angle, The tomb was once 
adorned with glozed pottery and profuse stucco ornamentation, 
but few traces of these are left, 

In the middle of large tank, about half « mile to tho north- usb of 
~~ of Sher Shah’s tomb, is situated the tomb of his son, the Pa 

iperor Salim Shih, whore his ‘ody was brought from Gwalior * 
(1608 A, A.D,). Tho building was never completed, and all that 
can be seen is an ootagonal-shaped building, about 10 or 16 foot 
high, with somo of tho arches turned. In the contro of the duild~ 
ing is the grave of Salim Shih ; on its left is a sooond grave, and 
at its foot five others of smaller size, tho whole being surounded 
by a wall about 7 feot high, rudely built of rough stones and 
clay. Probably the body of Salim Shih was deposited here in 
state to wait for the completion of the tomb; but the downfall of, 
his family shortly afterwards provented the building over being 
finished, Enough remains, however, to show that it was intended 
to construct 1 large ootagonal hall, 140 feot in diameter, covered 
with adome and surrounded by an arcade, while at each comet 
‘was an ootagonal projection on which kiosques or minarets would 

















Tomb of 
Aswad 
Kian, 


Other 


buildings. 


The 
hahaa, 


168 SUATLABAD, 


have heen erected. Perhaps tho most striking part of the 
romaing is a stone bridge, of pure Hindu construction, connecting 
the island with tho southorn sido of the tank; it’ consists of 
slovon arches formed by largo stone slabs laid from abutment 
to abutment and has ton small balconies projecting from each 
side, which would have boon crowned with oupolas, had the 
dosign been carried out. 

atside the town to the south is tho ruined tomb of Alawal 
Khin who, according to local tradition, was the officer in charge 
of tho building cf Sher Shih’s mausoloum and took advantage 
of his position to appropriate tho finest stone for his own tomb. 
‘he enstom and westora walls, which aro surmounted by cupolas 
aro in fair preservation, and the principal door has some fine 
carving round it, 

Of the other buildings in Sasaram tho only ones worthy of 
mention are the building known as the Iil4, the Tdgah and the 
Turkish bath. ‘Tho former is popularly supposed to be the old 
‘house of Hasan Khin Stir, and though in a ruinous stato is a fine 
building. The Tdgah near Shor Shil’s tomb was built by 
Mujahid Khan in- the time of Shih Jahin (16331636 A.D.). 
‘The Turkish bath, which, like the tombs of Sher Shih ond Hason 
TKhin Sir, is maintained by Government, is asoribed by looal 
tradition to the time of Shor Shab, Mr. Twining, who was Col- 
Jeotor of Shihabid at tho beginning of the 19th omtuy, alludes 
to tho bath as the old imperial bath and states that it was dooorated 
with mosaie, similar to that of Delhi ond Agra, composed of 
cornelians from the Son; no traces of this mosaic are left, ‘Tho 
Dath was constantly used by travellers along the Grand ‘Trunk 
Road before the construotion of the railway; ond an old visitors’ 
book contains records of thir appreciation of it [sce also Reports, 
ALS. L, Vol, XI; List of Ancient Monuments in Bengal, 1895 
and Report, A. 8. B. (., for 1901-02]. 

Sasaram contains a Mubommadan religious endowment, which 
is, after the Mohsin endowment, the most important institution of 
tho kind in Bengal, ‘Tho Sasaram khankak* was founded at the 
commencement of the 18th century by a devout Muhammadan, 
named Sheikh Kabir Darweeh, the anoestor of the presont Sajjada- 
nashin, or superior of the institntion, It was endowed in the year 











«1717 A.D. by the Emperor Varrukhsiyar with 18 villages, given 


rent-free and producing the computed income of a lakh of dans, 
or about Rs, 940 your, “on account of the exponses of tho 
Hharkah” without further specification. In the yonr 1762 A.D., 





+ see Report of the Mahssumaian Biueatioual Endowments Committee, 1888, 
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tho Emperor Shih Alam added 41 villages, producing Rs, 3,000 
fa year, also assigned freo of revenue “to the holy saint Sheikh 

Diteud-din for the expenses of travellers and comers.” ‘Thero 
were also some gifts of smaller value made to the superior of the 
iankah for tho time being by authorities inferior to the Emperor, 
hut claiming tho right to exempt land from the publio revenue’ 
"Pho validity of the proceedings purporting to make the assigned 
villages rovenue-free was examined by the resumption authoritios 
in 1886, with the result that the order of Farrukhsiyar was 
Aoolared to be good, while that of Shih Alam was found to be of 
no forgo, inasmuch as possession of the land assigned by it was 
not obtained until after the establishment of the Company's 
administration, when Shih Alam’s right to make such gifts had 
pasted away. No rovonuo was, however, assessed, on the grouid 
‘that the lands were attached to a useful institution, which wos 
declared by Government to be of a charitable, not of a religious, 
character, ‘Tho grants of the subordinate rulers were likewise 
approved, exoopt in two instanoes in which the exemption from 
roventio boing declared invalid, tho land tax was assessed at 
half the usual rate. 

‘As to tho nature of the institution for the support of which 
this provision was primarily mado, it has boon ruled by the High 
Court that the Kidnkah is a religious foundation, being a place 
in which persons exclusively devoted to a spiritual lifo reside and 
carry on their pious exercises. Tt includes a mosque, where custom 
ary ocremonies are performed at certain festivals, and the tombs 
of devout persons at which presoribed observances are followed; 
and amangements aro mado for teaching religious books and for 
distzibuting alms to the poor. This description would apply with 
little modification to most medisval monasteries, with which 
institutions Muhammedan A/dnkahs seem to correspond in many 
respects, 

Toca agents fee the control of the endowment under Boge 
iia ‘XIX of 1810 are mentioned at an early period, but it 

yppears that if any were appointed in addition to the Collector, 
Siebel the potin asofte, hy. aver exjoyed re Down, 
as in 1842 we find tho Sajjide-nashin altogether denying their 
authority, on the ground that the institution was of a private 
character, In that year Government insisted on the existence of 
the xight to supervise, but directed that its exercise should be oon- 
fined fo the land granted by Shah Alam, about half the whole, 
tho rest being left to the Sajjida-nashin, without control or inter- 
ference, as his personal remuneration for the duties performed by 
him, ‘This arrangement did not work well, owing to friction 
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between the looal agents and the Superior, and in 1849 Govern. 
ment definitely withdrew from all oonnection with the endowment, 
reserving oly tho xight to intervene in the event of any ‘futuro 
‘abuse or misappropriation, Attontion was again drawn to tho 
matter in 1865, when there was a dispute as to the suooossion, 
‘and the Board of Rovonne, to whom tho Colleotor referred the 
question whether the scoular portion of the endowment should 
not bo soparated from the'religious under Aot XX of 1863, decided 
that tho endowment was oxolusively soonlar, and ro-nppointed 
ooal agents to exorciso suporvision under Regulation XIX 
‘of 1840, Those loonl agents assumod n hostile attitude towards 
the Superior, Shih Mohi-ud-din Ahmed, who oponly challenged 
their assumption of euthority us illegal, and also offered an 
irritating opposition in dotail to ovary attempt at interforenoe. 
‘ho Board in 1868 passed rules for his _guidenoo, rogulating how 
snuch he should spend on each brangh of the endowment, such as 
‘alms and religious coreménios ; but in 1870 they greatly 
oso vules, on tho ground that in thoir original form 
they deprived. him of all initiative, On the rulos being changed, 
the mombers of tho Committeo resigned, but, not boforo thoy ‘nd 
font in aroport acousing the Superior of mismanagement, “Now 
genta wore appointed, who in 1876, after a protracted confit 
With the Superior and after an invostigation at which he declined 
to bo prosont, reported that he was guilty of misfossanoo, ‘in 
nogleoting the ules Inid down by the Board. Qn this finding, 
Government dismissed Shh Mohi-ud-din from his office, 

‘From 1876 to 1884 the ondowmont was practically managed 
by Government through the Collootor as local agent. Under 
tis aystom very satisfnotory xesults wero obtained, A ondastral 
survey was made of the estato, ‘a record of rights was prepared 
for tho protection of the ryots, the aystom of management by 
middlemen wos abolished, and the income was thus greatly 
Jnoronsod without raising the cultivators’ rents, Afine stone 
Yuilding wns erooted for tho Madrasa, which was raised to the 
fot position in its lass end affliated to the Caloutte Macdrasn; 0 
now dispensary was also erected, and. chavitable works gonorally 
‘wore prosoouted with vigour, ‘The religious cheervanoos were not 
nglooted, Shth Mohi-ud-din being restored to the position of 
Superior ‘expressly to diroot thom, and roosiving «handsome 
allowanoe for so doing. 

‘For some years Shih Mohi-ud-din aoquiosoed under protost in 
this arrangement, but just before the expiry of the porio’l of limit 
ation he brought a suit for tho restoration to him of the proporty 
f. tho endowment, on the ground that he was not fo blame in 
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any way and that the institotion boing of a religious and family 
charactor, Government had no jutisdiotion to eject him from his 
position. ‘Tho Subordinate Judge found that not only had there 
eon no misnianagomont, but also that tho dismissal was invalid, 
1s tho exooutive Government was not authorizod to remove a 
manager of an ondowmont for misconduct, and that in tho absenoo 
of any express enactmont tho powor of dismissal vests jn the Civil 
Courts, Shih Mohi-nd-din was thorofore restored and the Court, 
making the division betwoon socular and xoligious objoots which 
tho Board of Revenue is. empowered to offect under Act XX of 
1863, declared that tho villagos granted by Shih Alam, about half 
tho ontiro property, should bo held for. tomporal purposes, subjoot 
to tho suporintondonoo of tho foal agents, and that tho profit of 
tho rest “of the lands should be devoted, fro from all external 
control, to religious aots and uses, indluding the maintonaneo of tho 
Superior and of his family, ‘Tho distinotion thus drawn ‘was 
founded partly on the words of Shih Alam’s grant, and partly on 
tho foot that Governmont in freeing thoso lands from revenue 
hhnd declared them to bo atfached to a sooular charity, and again 
in 1842 had plaood thom under special suporvision, to which the 
Suporior of tho day yielded for a time, ‘This deoreo was attorwards 
confirmed on appeal by the High Court, 

‘Much of the property of the endowmont has boon lost, as one 
of tho Superiors of tho kidnkah dying without malo issue alienated 
most of theland of tho endoyment to his dosoondants in. tho female 
line,’ Tho property was rooovared for the foundation after pro- 
longed litigation, which ended only when on appoal was mado 
to the Privy Council, ivo of tho 17,villagos granted by Furrukh- 
siyar and eight of the 41 villages given by Shih Alam remain 
in tho possossion of desoondants of former Superiors and are still 
held by thom as their private property, as tho legal advisors of 
Government, to whom reference was made, were not in favour” 
of on attempt being mado to recover them so long after the 
original malvereation, ‘The total inoome of the endowment is noi 
about Re, 30,000, of which Rs, 7,000 is available for educational 
purposes. 
‘Shergarh—Situated 20 miles south-west of Sasarim, is a 
ruined hill fort, which, nocording to Buchanan Hamilton, was 
built by Shor -Shth, aftor he had already begun fortifying 
Robtiagarh, as he was struck with its superior advantages as a 
site for a fortress, In the absence, however, of aay authority 
for tho stitement, and in view of the fact that Sher Shah carefully 
maintained a largo garrison in Rohtasgarh, it eooms equally pro. 
‘bable that in building this fort ho was observing his vow that, 
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if his life lasted long enough, he would build » fort in ovary 
tarkar which would in times vf trouble become a refuge for tho 
oppressed and a chesk to the contumacious, 

‘Tho plateau of Shorgarh, which is much, lowor than that of 
Rohtisgaxh, is about 4 milesin cfroumforenoo, and is surrounded 
by a stono wall with several bastions pnd fortifiod gifs, Tho 
chiof ascont is to tho north, whorw a flight of brond stone steps 
winds up t6 a grout gato on the lowor putt of the platoon; passing 
through this, tho road passes ovor a depression, whore thore is a - 
nige tank, and leads through two moe strongly fortified gatos to 
the summit of a higher slopo on which tho palaco stands. Tt is 
situated on the ogo of a prociysioo and commands a beautiful view , 
over the valley of the Daxgauti and tho hills beyond ; tho buildings 
consist of two square open courtynnls, surrounded by 4 open 
galleries, which are supported’ by pillars in front and open into 
few closed rooms behind, Owing to the slope of the ground, 
the southor courtyard is much highor than the northern one, and. 
again the northern gallory in tho Intter is lower than tho other 
threo, Local tradition assorés thot this arrangomont was adopted 
Decause the northern court was oooupicd by tho Indies of tho 
aanina who could thus oasily bo watched by tho men, while thoy 
‘were prevented from looking into the male apartments, Some of 
the carvings on the pillaxs supporting the galleries aro of good do- 
sign ond much better than anything of the samo kind at Robtis, 

‘The taikvdnas or underground rgoms inside tho palace oon- 
stitate tho most remarkable feutnre of tho building, Most of them 
received no light from ebovo, and may have boon used as store- 
rooms; one at least was used as a water-reservoir. Ono room in 
the northern courtyard, which, as already stated, is supposed to 
have been the zanna, was well lighted by monns of a skylight, 
and may have been intonded as a plaos of retreat for the Indies in 
time of siogo or during the heat of the day. Just outside the 
palace are two open yillared hells, which are said to have been 
used as a dhocinifana, of offices; while close to one of the gutes 
leading into the palaco there is a mosque. 

‘Tilotha—At Tilotha, a village half way between Sasarém and 
RohtRegarh, is & mosque of the time of Aurangzeb, tho date of 
which oorresponds to 1677 A.D. ‘Tho plaoo is, however, mentioned 
in older rooords, and from tho inscription on a tomb at the foot 
of Rohtasgarh (1638 A.D,), wo learn that it was a part of the jagir 
of Ichlis Ihin, who was thon the Ailadar or commandant of the 
Rohtas fort, 

‘Tutrahi—About 5 miles west of Tilothu, where the Tatrahi, 
9 branch of the Kudra river, leaves the hills, is a plaoo of the samo 
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name saored to the goddess Sitala, It lies at tho head of a gorge 
half a mile long, whero the strowi falls over a sheer precipice 180 
to 260 fect high, and collects in a pool at the bottom, High upon 
the rocks, ons spall natural terrace, stands a small statue of 
Mahishomardini, or Jagaddhétri, as tho goddess is called in an 
insmiption close by. ‘From this insoription (1168 A.D.) wo learn 
that the Nayakn Pratapadhavala, a looal chief of whom there aro 
other records ateRohtasgakh and on the ‘Mirichandi rock near 
Sasarim, mado a pilgrimage to the Tutruhi falls accompanied by 
his whole househbla, fvo fomalo slaves, his treasurer, his door- 
Kooper and his Court pandit. Other inscriptions several centuries 

+ later aro found at the some place round the figure of a female 
deity radely carved in the rock. 
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Lrtave the honour to report, for the information of His Honour 
tho Lisiitenant-Governor, that the quiot of this district remains 
undisturbed, On the other hand, I am sorry to say that I have 
not boon moro successful in the apprehonsion of doserters or muti~ 
noors, ‘Che influential somindars, unlike thoso of noighbowing 
Aistriots, have not given mo tho slightost assistance; but while thoy 
endeavour to Koop up appearances by sonding in numbers of 
sopoys on leave, not ono doserter has beon approhonded by thom, 
nor has any information of tho arrival or presouoo of such boon 
givon by thom, I havo hithorto refrained from noticing in my 
roporta tho conduct of the Rajah of Dumraon and the Babo Koor 
Sing in this rospodt, beonuso I was in hopes they would yet by 
zoalous co-operation and nasistanoe rodoom their good ‘names, 
‘Thoir induenco throughout their vory luxge estates is 60 grout that 
if thoy choso they could bo of the groatost assistanco, while, on 
tho othor hand, without that assistanoo I oan got no information at 
all, and theroforo oanot hold them liable for negleot. With 
rogard to the Babo thore have boon, ever sinoo tho commonoement 
of tho prosont disturbanoss, reports, some of them tending to 
implioato him seriously. ‘Hitherto, however, no one has come 
forward to couse him, and I have had no reason to beliove them, 
"Tho Commissioner has'the highest opinion of his loyalty, and Tsee 
no reason to doubt it, but I'am of opinion, and I have urged it, 
strongly on tho Commissionor, that his position is such as natur 
ally to make him rostloss and eager for change. He is nomipally 
tho owner of vast ostatos,, while in reality ho is a ruined matt and 
. oan hardly,find money 40 pay the interest of his dobta, As long 
therefore ab law and order exist, his position cannot improve: take 
‘thom away and he well knows that ho would become supreme in 
this district. I do, not think ho will ever openly oppose tho 
Government os ldng as he thinks that Governmont will stand, 
‘but T do think that, should these districts: ever be the scene of a 
serious outbreak, he may take it into his ‘head that it is time to 
striko a blow for his own intorests, and his feudal influenoo is such 
as to render him exceedingly, dangerous in such an event, Iam 
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narrowly watching his conduct, and the Commissioner has sont for 
hhim to Patna to speak to him.on the subjoot of tho reports about 
him, Ho is said to bo ill, and I daro soy will object on that 
ples, but I have hoard that he has stated thnt he will not go to 
Patna and will resist if he is sent for, I hope soon to be able to 
sponk with moro certainty on tho subjéot, 


Tuly 19th, 1857, ‘Hgrwatp 0, Waxe, 


“T ave the honour io forward, for tho information of His 
Honour tho Lioutonant-Governor, tho following narrative of our 
extraordinary dofenoo and providential esoape, On the, evoning 
of Saturday, July the 25th, I reosived an express from Dinaporo 
warming us that o disturbance was approhonded on that day, but 
giving us no other information, On the moming of July tho 
26th, a sowar whom I posted at Koelwar Ghat on the Soane camo 
in and reported that numbers of sepoys had crossed and that more 
wero crossing. I found that Mr. Palin, tho Railway Engineer 
stationed at Koobwar, had contented himself with sending over for 
the boats to the Arrah side tho night before, but whon leaving 
hand failed to destroy them, as he hod promised to do.. ‘Tho police, 
Timagine, bolted af the firet alarm, All efforts to ascertain the 
amount of the fores of the rebels wore unavailing, and the police 
loft the city on Sunday, the 26th, 

‘Thinking it highly inadvisublo to abandon the station when 
the rebels might be few, and having 50 Seikhs on tho spot and 
finding the rest of tho officers of the station of the sume opinion 
and the few residents in the distriot who had como:in to us wil- 
ling to romain, we, on tho night of Sunday, the 26th, went into a 
small bungalow proviously fortified as much as possible by Mx, 
Boyle, the District Engineor of tho Railway Company. Our 
foros consisted of 1 Jemadar, 2 Havildars, 2 Naiks, 45 privates, 
a Dhistes and. cook of Onptain Rattray’s Seikh Police Battakion, 
Mr, Tittledale, Judge, Mr. Coombe, Officiating Collector, Mr. Wake, 
Magistrate, Mr. Colvin, Assistant, Dx. Halls, Civil Assistant 

. Surgeon, Mr, Field, Sub-Deputy Opium Agent, Mr. Anderson, his 
Assistant, Mr. Boyle, District Engineer to the Reilway Company, 
Syed Amumoodeen Hosson, Deputy Collector, Mr, Dacosta, 
Moonsift, Mr. Godirey, School Master, Mr. Cook, Officiating Hoad 
Cloxk of the Oollectorate, Mr, Tait, Scorotary to Mr. Boyle, Messrs. 
Dalpeixo and Hoyle, Railwgy Inspectors, and Mr. D'Souza, - We 
had enough otta ond grain for some days of short allowanos and a 
good deal of water for ourselves, but, owing to the shortness of , 
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our notice, nothing but the barest neoossaries could. be brought in, 
and tho Scikhs had only a fow days? water ; but, a8 wo oxpoctod 
tho robols to bo followed ‘up immediately, wo had not much 
anxioty on that soor0, & 
On Monday, tho 27th July, about 8 .a, the insurgent sopoys— 

tho wholo of tho 7th, Sth’ and 40th Native Infantry—orrived. 
in tho station, and, having fiat relonsod tho prisonors, uahed to the 
Collootorato, whoro thoy yoro at once joinod’ by the Nujoobs and 
Jootpd tho treasure amounting to Rs. 85,000, ‘his did not take 
long, and thoy thon charged our busigelow from ovary side, but, 
Doing mot with « stoady and well-direoted fire, they changed 
thelr taotios, ond hiding behind tho trvos with which the oom. 
pound is filled ond cocupying tho outhouses ond Mr, Doyle's 
Tesidene, which was unfortunately within 60 yards of our forti- 
fication, they kept up an incessant and, galling fire on us during 
the whole day. ‘hoy wore joined by numbors of Koor Sing’s 
mon, andthe sopoys repeatedly declared that they were aoting 
‘under his express orders, and after a short time he ‘was som on* 
tho parado and remained during the siege, Tivery endeavour 

+ was made by the rebols to indnoo the Seikhs to sbandon us; hoavy 
bribes wore offored to them, and their own countrymen were em~ 
ployed ns mediators, ‘Choy trouted overy, offer with dorision, 
showing perfect chedience and discipline, On tho 28th two small 
oannons were brought to play upon our bungaloy,’ one throwing 
4.1, shot, and thoso were daily shifted to what the rebels ‘ought 
to bo our woakest spots, Finally, the largest: was placed on the 
roof of Mr. Boyle’s dwelling-house, completely commanding the 
inside of onr bungalow ind the smaller ono behind it, at o 
distance of 20 yards, Nothing but cowardice, want of unanimity, 
and the ignoranoo of our enemiog provented our fortifleation 
Deing brought down about our ears, 

During tho enti siege, which lasted seven days, every posiblo 
stratagem was practised against us, ‘Pho cannons wore fred as 
froquontly as they could propare shot, with which thoy ware at 
first unprovided, and inoossant nssuults were made upon the 
bungalow. Not only did our Seikhs behave with pexfoct coolness 
and patienoo, but thoir untiring labour mot and proventod every « 
threatened disastor. Water bogant to ran short ; a well 18 foot by 
4 wos dug in loss than 12 hows. ‘Phe rebels raised a burrionde 
on the top of tho opposite houso ; ows own grew in tho some pro- 
portion, A shot shook a wonk plaoo in our defence ; the placo 
‘was made twice as strong as befor, ‘We began to fool tho want 
of onimal food and short allowance of grain; a sally was 

© mnde at njght and 4 sheop brought in ; and finally, when wo 
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ascertained beyond a doubt thet the onemy were undeimining 
us, a countermins was quickly dag. 

On the 30th troops sont to our yelicf from Dinnpore were 
attacked and beaton back close to tho entrance of the town, On 
the next day the rebels returned, and, tolling us that thoy had 
annihilated our relicf, offered the Stikhs and the women and 
children (of which thore woro none with us) their lives and liberty 
if they would give ‘ip tho Government offtocrs, On August tho 
Ist wo were all offored our lives and leave to go to Calcutta if, wo 
would give up our arms, On the 2nd tho greater part of ‘tho 
sopoys weit out to moot Major Lyro’s field force, and on thoir 
being soundly thrashed, tho rost of thom desorted tho station, and 
thot night we wont out and found their mino had reached our 
foundations, end a canvas tubo filled with gunpowder was lying 
handy to blow us up, in which; however, I do not think thay 
‘would have succeeded, as their powder was bad and another stroke 
of the, pick would have broken into our countermine. - We also 

+, brought in the one gun which they had left on tho top of the 
opposite house. During the whole siege only ono man, a Scikh, 
was soverely wounded, though two or threo got scratchos and . 
blows from splinters and bricks. [Everybody in our garrison 
behaved well, but I should be noglecting a duty did I omit to 
mention specially Mr. Boyle, to whose onginocering skill and 
untiring exertions we, ina great measure, owe our preservation, 
and Mr. Colvin, who rendered tho most valuable assistanoo and 
who zested neither night nor day and took on himself far moro 
than his share of every disagreeable dnty. In conclusion, I must 
camnestly bog that His Honour the Lieitenant Governor will. sig- 
nally reward the whole of our gallant little detachment of Scikhs, 
whose service and fidelity cannot be overrated. The Jemadar 
should at once be made a Subadar, and many of the rest are fit for 
promotion, and when required I will submit a list with details, 





HO. Waxz, 


I wavs the-honour to inform you that the latest intelligence 
informs us that the Babo Koor Sing has determined to hold out 
in tho jongles of Jugdespore, where he has still a largo force, 
They appear, however, to be short of ammunition, especially caps, 
but it is rumoured that he has good hopes of the 65th joining him 
and the Irregulars from Segowlee are now in the district of Sirun 
‘end may also repair to his assistance, I havo sent out to sink all 
the boats between this and © upmah and have scouts along the # 











Arpéxbre, 169 


boundary. A reinforooment of 200 of the 10th Queen's are 
‘expected to-morrow, and Major Eyre’s present plan is to move on 
to Jugdospore. If this is carried out, we of course must adoom- 
pany him, and I can act both mogisterially and in command of 
my 50 Scikhs. Mr. McDonell and the detachment of Seikhs with 
‘him have been recalled by you. I would strongly urge upon you 
tho importance of protecting the stud both at Buxar and Karunta- 
deo, and this could bo offected by moving tho Sudder station to 
Buxar, putting the fort itito thorough repair and leaving mo 0 
small fore of Europeans and Soikhs with’six garrison guns or 
more, if they can be spared, which might easily be brought up by 
stepmer. “It is uséless keeping up the forvs of the Zillah Police; 
thay bolt on the first alarm and are of no possible use. I have 
re-established tho usual thana amlah and police here with the 
additional foros appointed at the commencement of tho disturb- 
nce, bub I am oortain that they will again bolt the dey the 
foroo leavgs the statfon. 

‘Wo havo formed a Court composed of Civil and Military . 
officers, and have tried and hung nine of tho mutineers, a Maho- 
susden alsa who was appetnod Magis by Kos Blog fusing 
my temporary tetirement, also a young Mchomedan who 
acted as Jomadar and in that capacity pointed ont, ton aed in 
the murdor of Ahmed Ally, lote a jail Darogah and a faithful 
servant of Government, also a Government chuprasco who took 
service under the Babo ; and we soverely flogged and released a 
umber of peiy mardi, “We barat tho village of Enyoil clone 
to the town, from which quantities of European 
taken, and’ the iahabitavt of which amietd tho mela ia, the 
attack of our bungalow. ‘The Sessions Judge records all our pro- 
ceedings. The ontcherries ato in ruins, the récords destroyed, 
and, except a few of the Collectorate books,there is not a vestige 
of Government property left, and there is nothing to make it 
desirable that Arrah should be maintained as the Sudder station. 

T hope I néod not urge any more the claims of my gallant 
little band cf Scikhs, who have set an example to the whole of 
the county, 


+ August Tth, 1857. ‘H.C. Waxz. 
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Aboriginal races, 17 ; education of, 126, 

9, General, 141-117; Judie 
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Ards (artiteial reservoirs), 60, 65, 81. 

Ale cast, 99, 

‘Akbar, bstory of district under, 30.22. 

Akbarpor village, 24 7, 72,100, 125, 
151, 168 ; disponeary, 47-48, 

Alival Kia, tomb of, 158, 

‘Ali Vardi Khia, eubjogation of district 
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Aingenaary at, 47-48 j fll at 118, 
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Aurangzeb, destruction of temples by, 158, 
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Bithan caste, 1. 
Batdyandth vege, 181. 
Bais Rajputs, 40. 
Bajra (epiked millet), exltvation of, 68, 
Bakbtiyir Khintomb of, 185, 
Balai village, 128, 
Bal or beaga (ei) $0. 
Balmat or baleundar (scl) 60, 
Balwant Stigh, power of, 23. 
Basaboos, export of, 7, 59. 
Banta river, 142, 
Banssi-khoh valley, 69. 
Binskati Mahi, 108-110, 125. 
Barakpar fair, 7. 
Barap gat, 4 
Barley, cltivation of, 4,54, 
‘Basoun, Irrigation Dispensary at 47-48, 
| Batai syste, 82. 
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Bawag rice, exitivation of, 52. 

Belauti thins, 211, 

Boll-melal aticln, menufuctare of, 4, 

Boanin Raps, 40, 

Bhabet aban, 333,11; iigetion 
fn, 60, 

Bhabuk thins, 16, 

Bhabuk town, 118,221, 192; dispenaaty 
at, 47,48 fil at 117, 

Bhadok crops, 81, 62, 63, 

Bhagwingnr, RA of, 40. 

‘Bhaint fair, 07. . 

BRang, consmption of, 118, 

“Phaot systom, 61, 63, 

Bhary, 17. 

Who} Raj, 19, 40, 182 

‘Bhojpar, 21, 28; Rajia of, 21, 24, 





Bibigun, battle at, 26, 149, 
Bichia, syphon wh 10. 

Bihir, Mohammdan conqueet of, 19, 
Biiel Hind, 84, 

BN canal, OF, 

‘BIbi& ostuto, 108, 144 ; village? 06, 132° 





98,181. 
Bibi, village, 72. 

Bijnigarh shales, 11. 

Bikranjit Singh, Raji, 24 40,108,109, 
Bikramganj thina, 118." 
Bikramganj village, 100,.118,"  * 
Birds, 1 Fauna.” 

Binth-mto, ae Vital statistics, 

‘anket making, 98, * 

Blindness, prevalence of, 45. 

‘Bore tee, 62, 

Botany, 12, 

Boundaries of district, 1. 

Boglo, Viears, 128, 

Brithman cast, 89, 

Bralo Sami, 36, 

Brass manataciore, 94. 





+ British power, rao of the, 22-28, 


‘Buddhism in Shihibid, 18, 





Barglery, proalenco of, 126. 

Bonar cana, 86, 101. 

‘Bozarwab-divilon, 112, 188, 

Boxar thing, 118. 

Bazar town, 96, 118, 121, 188-187) jul, 
HAY; fort, 28, 106, dlnponeary, 47-48; 
Central jul, 06 ; battle of, 28 








4; eects of rgstem, 64. 
Carpet making, 98. 3 
ash rents, 81,84, 

Caster, principal, 00-49, 
Cataract operations, 47. 
Cattle, 68; Cattle theft, 115, 
Cattle fnirs, see Pairs, 
Centres, of trade, 96. 

Conses, 112. 

CChainpur village, 40, 185, 
‘Chait Singh’s rebellion, 28.24, 
Chakrapur, 126, 

Chamie crate 42. ° 
‘Chandan Pir's hill, 18, 165,. 
Chandan par villago, 98, 
Charneter of the people, 80, 





Diapgnearica, » 


‘Chass cana, 64. 
Chanel pargana, 102, 107, " 
‘hans village, 100,186; battle at 20,187. 
Cheros, 17, 19, 182, 188, 197, 148, 
Obbanpather ght, 4 

‘China (wile), eativatin of, 64, 

Cholera epidemies, 46. 

Chistian mivions, 86, 

Christians, numbor of, 36, 


“Civil justice, 114, 


Climate, 15. 
tive, Lord, 22. 

Coat, import of, 96. t 
Commerce, see Trade, 
‘Communications, 98-101, 

Condition of people, mnteral, 86-01. 








‘Contented eitatos, 108, 
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Contervancy, muniotpal, 119,, 120, 121, 


2, 
“Copper, manufnotore of, Of, 
‘Cotton cultivation, 65 ; weaving, 
Country spirit, manutacture of, 112, 
Grimo, provalonce of, 116, 
riminal justico, 114-116, 
rope, pi 
Pawoine, 
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Cultivation, extension of, 66 improved 


methods of, 67, ae 
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Dect, prone of, 16+ 
Defadars, 116," 

Dake vilage, 126, 

Di ungelows 119+ 
Dandbants syne, 62 
Daraal ilage, 197. 

Darga ior, 105 92, 100 
‘Donth-nato, #¢¢ Vital statistics, 
Dab thin, 136, 


 Agrloulture, 


Debit village, 63, 94, 06, 99, 100, 107; 


Aisponmry, 47-48, 
Doo Baruntenk vilago, 
Doo Mirkandeye vila, 1 
Dovandgan charaoter 86, 
Dhainnpe, tample at, 

+ Dinudbine quarries, 12, 94, 
Dhobi iver, eee Kao iver, 

Dhie (lt), 60, 

Disloc, see Language, 
Dida ands, 86, 105. . 
Digestivo organs, dseanes of, 48 
Disease, 44-40, 
Dispenasin, 47 
Distitsos, 112-118, 

Distlot Boned, 118-119 ; roads, 

tained by, 98, 9, 100, 

Distrib staf, 11. 

Division of rope, 82-88, 

Doms, 147, 

Don (water-litt), 62. 
* Doras (il), 60. 
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Drainage, lines of, 60. 
Droughts, see Famines, 
Dubauli village, 98, 
Damenon cunt], 64. 
Dameacn, Mahitsijie of, 40, 
Damraon Rij, 80, 199, 
Damron thin, 110. 





Dymmnon town, 98, 100, 121, 199; dispon- 


ay, 47-48, 
Daynentery, prevalence of, 45, 
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Bar, diensen of, 48, + 


Barly Hngligh admintsteation of dive 


talet, 102, 
Bast Indian allway, 100. 
‘bony, 69, 
Raueation, 9%, 1 
by Distrlet Bou 
Bkachakra, 126, 
Bunbankments, OL, 
‘migration, 98, 








Hindowmonts, rligious, 190, 168, 


Bubaucomont of rents, 80, 
‘pidomios, ae Disousos 
‘runnobolt, anetent nam 
Bxelao raven, 112, 
‘Bxhlbitions, agricltural, 97. 
xperimontal farm, 67, 199, 
Bxports, 95, 

ye, diss 











of, 48, 


124; supervision of, 


f the Son, 7, 


Byro, Vincont, 26,129, 190, 108, 169, 





Factorioy, 98, 05. 
Paine, 97. 
Pamines, 78-7 





focts of, 89; expone 


dituxo during, 76, 78.79; tamino of 
1860, 72; famine of 1874, 74-765 


fami 
works, 99, 

‘Farmers of rovenus, 108-104, 

Fans, 14, - 

Fenale population, 

Forties, 101, 119. 











ot 1896.07, 76-70; 
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Fover, provalonce of, 82, 44, 

Floods, 6, 71-72 

ores 18, 68-69, 

Brulin, 60, 

Porruktalyas, Baporor, endowment of 
Sari Khankah by, 167, 
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Galariyi Khob, 162, 

Ganges siver, 4, 99. 

Gang siver, 6,05, * 

Gnjo, consumption of, 118, 

Grob vatloy, 141, 

Gaootogy, 21. 

Gitandat, 68, 81. 

‘Goi caste, see Abte cate, 

Gonk ver, 1s 

Gorakabint Sabhis, influence of, 87. 

Govarnmont estates, 108-110, 

Gram cultivation of, 645 trade J, 00+ 

Grand Trank Rond, 98-09, 

(Gjeijgans,buttlo of, 26, 43, 141, 

‘Gupte dynasty, 18, 

Guptoewar, caran of, 10,12, 148, 

@urmat (so), 60. 

Gueasbtadar, economte condition of, 81, 
86, 91. 

G@urathia tonures, 100-108. 
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+ Handiovatts, 200 Manufactures, 
Hiatharganj village, 8, 244, 
Harihobans Rajputs, 40. 

+ Haris Chandra, Raji, 147, 168. 
Hasan Khin Six, 19 ; tomb of, 166, 
Hathiys navihatira, 62, 69664; rains, 

61, 00. 
Health, public, 9, 48-48, 
Heber, Bishop, description of Buxar fort 
by 284 
Hemp drvg 
‘HN aystom, eee Kalmur Hills. 
Hindu population, 86, 











INDEX. 


History of Shababid, 17-80, 





Shihabid, 6, 18, 120, 145, 
Honorary Magistrate 116, 
House, 90, 

Humiyn, Emperor, 20, 197, 140. 
Hunldlty, 18, 
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Tigran, 98 
Imports, 90, 
Theanostnx, 11 
Inshteduoe of ageoultort lai, 81," 
Train-cor,extiation of, 88, 
Indigo, cultivation of, 
Trust clases, 92 
‘Industrion, see Manufactures, 
fi Lino 4, 208, 
Tnpestion house, 339, 
tations, eentions, 464 Sehoote 
religions, soe Kanha. 
natruction, 400 Rducation, 
Tnundation, aee Floods. ” 
Tig aoa, rent fo, 80. 
Irrigation, indigononswothods of, 60-02, 
i ' 
Tiriation, sytem of 60-10. 




















Tagaiepur, 17, 2%, 98, 119, 192,180, 
144146 5 battle of, 22; diapensnry at, 
47-48'; Raji of, 

Talla, 17. 

Talus, 86; tOMuples of, 190, 140, 

Tnoakpur shrin 

Taner], cultivation of, §8. 

Tapli, 148, 

Saxdeandbe, king of Magadha, 41, 

Thor Hips, 6. 

ivite Gupta, inscription of, 198, 

ola onste, 42. 

TopAr, cultivation of, 68, 

Suet fa, 114 ; stamps, 112, 

‘Tustte, advoinitrati of, 114-116. 
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Kachvar estate, 109, Labourers, 88-89; material condition of, 

Kadai (sil), 61. 90; wage of, 84-86. 

Kadhar Khok valloy, 1. Lal Kakind, 11. 


‘Keaimue Hil, 2, 68, £65 caltivatin ta, 
49. 

Keimor mndetano, 0 * 

Keith writing, 86. 

ath datsibutrg, 7. 

Kalyin Singh, Mati, 208, 

Kaniytr, 80. 

Kemlahar, 03. 

Kankar, Me 

ag river, 8, 64,100, 

Karait (soil), 60. 

Kerenisi eer 
schomo, 69, 7. 

* Karoundia quarries, 11, 94, 

Kangebas thine, 116. 

avgisi Khob valley, 251 

rie igs, 189. 

Karurhedess, UB. 

asx ente, 04 

Keo (i), 605 

Khandest Meh, 100 

ianth, Susan, 124, 16, 

Kbarif expe 8. 

herigas a, 4 

Rharwiry 17, 148; language spoken by; 
85. ¥ 

hae Mable, see Government extaten 

‘Khasinas, see Aharés. ia 

edt Rim, Rae, 109, 

Khesir,exltivtion of, 64. 

Kil gat, 4. 

Kind rn i, 61-84. 

oath village, 87, 144; dispensary, 47- 
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odo, cultivation of, 68. 

Koelwir village, 6, 71, 100, 118, 

Kolel canto, 42. 

Kori river, 11, 

Kuar Singh, 2425, 127, 144, 108, 167, 
168, 

‘Kudra river, 10, 


gtr cativation of, 64 





Land Improvemont Loans Aa, 68. 

Landlords, 80, 88; sare of crepe 81-88. 

Land Revenue, 102-208, 112; Tolar 
“Ma's aissement of, 102, 

and fenure5~105-108, 

Language, 04-85, 

Leases of lands, 105-106, 

“Logond of Karemnisi. river, 8; of 3adra 
ver, 105 of Rehitiama, 147-148, * 

Lentil, cultivation of, 64 

Limestone, 4, 

Lingod, cultivation of, 

Literate population, 123, 

Litorature, ceo Language, 

Loeal Boasis, 139, 

Loe Sol Goverment, 118-123, 











‘trade in, 90, 


M, 
Modan Pal Dovo, inscription of, 181, 
‘Madsasas, 1245 at Sasnsio, 160, 
Mogeao, 2, 18. 
Magistrate, 124316, 
Mubideo pia, 97.° 
Mahidoopur village, 145, , 
‘Mahéjans, 87, 88, 96. 
‘Madusid Loi, revolt of 227, 
Mahar village, £8, 
‘Main Western ennal, 68, 
Maizo, cultivation of, 65, 
Makai, eaktivation of, 68. 
‘Malaria afoction,e4e Feror. 
Male population, ve Sex, 
Min Singh, 20, 149, 160. 
Maunatuctares, 98.9% 
Mares, caltivatin of, 61, 68. 
Mais village, 5, 180, 146, 
Maru, cltivation of, 6h. 
‘Material condition of poole, 88, 
Matiyar (ui), 60. 
‘fault Bigh Endowment, 180, 
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Motical tuatitations, 47-485" rllet, 118, 
119, 190, 121, 122, 

Migeution, 88, 88, 91. 

Mills, calivation of, 63. 

‘Minors, 11-12, 04 

Mines, Oe 

fir Kasim AV, 2 29, 194, 150, 

‘Mobanis thina, 126 ; village, 200, 

Mocho-o-lo (modern Maxie village), 18, 
ub, : 

Money orders, popularity of, 2, 

Mortality, tee Vita statistcn, 

Mortgages, 14, 

Mortuary rotuene, se Vital statitles, 

Mot (ator), 62, 

Mountains, ve Hills 

‘Mughntesral-Gayl Railway, 100. 

‘Miighal Siatidlr, 20-225 
Mhammadans aaanient of rovenuo bys 
108} invasion of, 19-20; Mufaanmad 

population, 86 ; etucntion of, 124) 
fanlgration of, 92, + 
Mohammad Bakbtigte Kbii, 10, 
Muhammad Taxa Khin, wsgossment of 
evan by, 102: 
Mondeawait tomplo, 38, 80, 182, 146-247, 
Munioplitios, 110-128, 
‘Mosll it, 126, 
‘Museum at Domrson,189 
Matatd Khin, revolt o! 
Mustard, cnlivation of, 6 
Mutiny of 1867, 24-80, 126, 127-180, 160, 
164, 108-169. 
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Nackdatiras, observance of, 62. 

‘Nagat aytom, 81, 88, 6h, 

‘isriganj village, 98, 100/247 y diapen- 
sary, A148. 

‘Nataralextamttio, 72-79, : 

Nevignble cons, 64, 

Navigation, 64, 05.98, 00-201, 

‘Nay Bann vilage, 98+ 

Nay Bhojpue village, 140. 

gar, 8. 

Non judicial stamps, 112, : 
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(0), manutactare of, D4 
Otlncods, cultivation of, 65. ‘ 
‘Opium, cultivation of, 65, OL; axle of, 
us. 
Oraone, 17, 148, 
Onlyoats, police, 16, 
Outatitlg, 112-118, 
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Paint (wator-channels), 60. 
Pablwin Singh, 22 4 
Panfraon branch enna, 4. { 
aper, manufacture of, 08, 147, 
Pantarnge, 68, > 
Patani village, 147% 
Patonwar, 12, 
Pathine of Snaarim, 86. 
Peas, cultivation of, 64, " 
People, tho, 81-42. 
‘Pormnuont Settlement, 208, 
Phulwist 149, 
Piru thine, 116, 
Plague, 1, 46. f 
Paton, Kalmar, e¢ Kalinur Jl, 
-Plooghiven'a bogging movewont, 87-88, 
Polteo administration, 110-237. 
Poppy, cultivation of, 66, 67, 
Population, 81-84; fluotuntions of, 
81-89 ; doonity of, 82 ently ostimatos 
fof, 1; rural, 83 ; urban, 88, 
Pottory, manufacture of, 04 
Pounds, numbor of, 119, 
Pratipadbavata, 149, 169, 
Probistorio peoples, 17. 
‘Prices, 85-88 ; In famines, 78, 6, 76, 77, 
78. 
Proferional clases, 92. 
Poblie health, see Heslth, public, 
Paleo, cultivation of, 64; trade in, 00, 




















- @ 
Quarren 12,12, 0698.5 








INDEX. 





adi crops, 51 64, 06. 
Raghuji Bhonsle in Shahibid 22. 
Rahar, cultivation of, G4 
Reil-boino trade, 96. 

Aalloaye, 100. 

Rein, falloro of, 

Rainfall, 16. 

Malnogutgo atations, 10. 

ig Kwor RAs, 40, 

Rafput, custo, 40h i 

Rajputs, conquest by, 19, 

Rimgnrh vitlago, 146. 

Tato-ynyers, municipnl, 119-122, 

Roglatration, 218. 

Teh, 69, 124 

Rollof-works in famines, 7, 75, 78, 7. 

Religluws, 3-80, 

Heligioun movements, 80-39. 

Tonta, ae Rents. 

Tout-payors, 92. 

out payrnont, aynteina of, 81—84, 

Manteroesivors, 92. 

Rents, 80:81 

‘Rosorvars,urtileln}, GO.61s 

* Rovaluation of cesor, 12. 

Rovenuo Chiets, 102—105, 

ayenvo Coonll of Control, otal 
ment of, 202, 

Rovenvo history, 102-106. 

Rovonvo of district, 111—114, 

ico, cultivation of, 49, 61; trade in, 06; 
-yarlties of, 62. 

Rioting, provalence of, 110. 

River-borne tinde, 95:90, 

Rivers of disrlety 4—11 communication 
‘by, 100 floods in, 7172. 

Road anil Public Works cesses, 112, 

Roads, 08, 118. 

* Toads, village, ete Village vous. 
‘Robitinwn, 147, 1625 
Robtisgarh, 2,17, 20, 22, 147—154, 
Tobtis Nmestone, 11; pargdia, 100; 

‘platen, 69; sara, 20, 102, 104, 192; 


tee Punluo. 


mnigetion of, 182, 
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Rral Sub-Rogistrars, 124 
Ryots, ee Agricoltunists, ¥ 
Ryott holdings, 114, 


8. 
Sain (wntorsitd, 68 
Sajfid-nnghin of Sassi, 88, 180, 264, 
164101. i 
Sulake gil, : 
fovets, 69, 
Salim Shit, ton of, 187. 
Suttpetre, manusiacure of OA. 
Sat, trade tn 00, 
Buaudstone, 4 
Sanitstim, 84, 40, 118-130, 
Sanskrit ole, 224, 
Sark ghd, 4, 
Sesarin pagan 19, 
Sounrimn subvision, 11, 164 
Sanarion thin, 110, 
Saanvin_ tom, 29, 94, 100, 125 122, 124, 
Y6d~2014 dopennry, 7-485 jal, 17 i 
Sityabini, 190, 
Savars, 17, 0, 181,187,147. 
Searelty, ate Fuinos. 
Sehwols, 120, 120-24, 
Sopays of Shiba, 80, 4, 
Soringals fort, 24 
Soltement, Permayont, ste Permanent 
“Bottloments 
Sottloment procedinge, 108 
Sottlemonts of revenue, see Rovenu 
Aistory. 
Sox, : 
iid Bhojpue sary, 108, 188, 
Shihab, origin of, name, 2+ 
Shia Atos, Bmperor, 22,109. 
Shith Jahn, Bmperor, 160. 
‘Shih Mat, Diwin of Robtingas, 28, 150, 
|. Shithpar thine, 102, 126+ 
Shnveolder of estates and tenure, 112, ‘ 
Shurgath fort 10,100, 
Shor Shih, Tmperer, 30, 20, 195, 148, 
161; tomb of, 185. 
Kihin, anemmrent 
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vison of Shibila ly, | Tlotha village, 22, 149,160, 163, 102, 
22,26, "Tedar Ma's asotrent, 102. 
Sik, 80. “Topography of datic, 2. 
SikruulTergatton dapensary, 47-48. | Town poles, 127. 
Skin dines, 48, ‘Towns, eanilary condition of, Bb see ul 
‘Slave, slo of, 90. ‘Muntele, 
Small-pox, 45, ‘Trude, 96.06 ; coutres of, 96, 
Sal 60. ‘Treedaubing matory, 88, 
Samra, 28, 194, “Toki Yh nb Suan, 168, 
on Cava, 0, 62 ‘Tutsi waterfall, 108, 
Sony, tj of, 20. 
Son rier, 65 beidge oer, 100. U. 
Spirit eve Country mint 
Sriimpar village, 147, va 
Slanp trae, 112, Uijnin Rajya, 40, 
Sinpa crop, see Crops 
Satins, police, 116. . ¥ j 
Stipa of Atoka, 18, 126-107. | 
Subdivisions, 11, Vaccination, 40, : 
‘Sagureino, euitivntion of, 66, 67, Vogotables, 60, #? 
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‘Yonants, 87, 68. 4,46 ; works, 120. { 
‘Tent, manctactre of, 98, Waterfall, 3, ; 
‘Tenures, see Land tonures. ‘Weaving industry, 95. 
‘Thins, 118. ‘Walls, 62. 
‘uathes east, 04, Wheat, exlivation of, 49, 64; trade H 
‘Thor iver, 6. in, 98, 
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